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that’s right – they switched jobs! Joe Pac and Robert swapped out their Bockster duties, and 
they’re both going to be with us for another year. 
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VOLUME 6, NUMBER 4, ISSUE #21, October  2007 
The GOATZETTE is published quarterly. This issue we direct your attention to two events that are 
shaping the Beer collecting world; the Denver Canvention, and the impending release of the USBC 

Volume II Tab Top Book. On our cover, you see Prez Joe Pac and his legion of demons, namely Jim 
Plant and VICE Robert Fondren. Plus newly minted Bockster Paul Dodge and his sweet PON Bock OI 
that he scored at the show. We also are showcasing Bock Pull Tabs, as you will see within. PLUS, we 
gone electric! Gets my juices flowing, how about yours? Please give myself and the other Officers all 
the feedback you want on the debut of the e-GOATZETTE. I’m excited about what it means for the 

members in new features and content, and the “we ain’t dreamed it up yet” stuff! Hang on! 

mailto:fonden@cox.net
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THE NEW President’s First Message 
 
First off, thanks to all for granting me the honor to serve as your Chapter 
President for the next term. Congrats also to Robert Fondren elected VP. 
I’m sure his experience after serving a year at the helm will help me 
immeasurably. 
 
It was great seeing so many of you at Canvention 37. The logistics made 
for a super time. Brew pubs, restaurants all easy access via free shuttle 
that ran down the street outside the Adams Mark. Hats off to the Mile Hi 
Chapter folks for a superb effort.  As Thursday morning approached our 
line up of donations for the raffle looked mighty thin but suddenly items 
arrived and as a result a very successful raffle was held. A special thanks 
to those to contributed cans and also to Rogalski Bros. who furnished a 
$100 gift certificate. Another part in making it a success was the 
participation by many of our members to work the Chapter table selling 
raffle tickets, collecting dues renewals (Are you paid up?), and signing up 
new members. Special thanks to Bill Lester for contributing two bock 
lithos for our special raffle conducted at our annual meeting. 
 
We now enter a new era for the Goatzette with the coming of our website 
that will enable almost all of us to receive our goatzette via download 
from our newly created website. Just thinking about the eventual 
capabilities to access and search previous issues along with easy access 
to several lists and topics already compiled such as the bock can 
composite, bock crowns, ball knobs, etc. has me excited. Hopefully the 
web site will be a resource for new membership. 
 
Prior to Canvention much was hammered around between Robert, Jim, 
and I as to what we could do to resolve our dilemma. Many others offered 
to help and we do appreicate the response. When Robert & I went to Jim 
with a short term solution and a long term (web page) solution. Jim 
informed us that we were already rolling into the web site plan. Touché 
Jim! 
 
Keep the contributions coming in. I will continue to do “Ebock". If you 
have suggestions by all means share them with us. This is our Chapter. 
 
I still cannot believe the Goatzette has not taken 1st place for Chapter 
newsletter. 
 

Happy collecting, 
 

Joe Pac 



  

HERE IS ANOTHER PHOTO 
FROM THE FAMILY ARCHIVES 
Here’s my Great Aunt, Hilda 
Maxwell, caught in a casual moment. 
Here you see her warming up with 
some stretching exercises prior to a 
class. And having a bit of 
refreshment, of course, enjoying a 
quart of Reymann Bock Beer from 
Wheeling W Va before her next class. 
She worked in the Physical Education 
Department at West Virginia 
Wesleyan College as the Women’s 
Strength and Fitness Coach. This gave 
her a chance to remain remarkably fit 
and flexible. She always credited her 
steady intake of “liquid bread” for her 
long life. 

THIS ISSUE, we have several 
big events to cover. The first one, of 
course, is that you aren’t sitting on the 
throne reading this (unless you printed 
it out yourself), but rather reading it 
on your computer screen. WE DID 
IT! We are now in cyberspace! The 
website – www.merrybocksters.com 
is now up and running. Be 
forewarned, though, that we are just 
getting started. You’ll see that you 
can get the latest GOATZETTE there, 
as well as rummage through all the 

back issues. But that’s not all, folks! You can access and download the Composites of all 
Bock beercans, ball knobs, Bock lidded cans, and cork backed crowns. Heavy duty ammo 
to load up with before a show. Print them off, go through your collection, create your 
own customized want list, then hit that next show armed with INFORMATION. Log the 
condition of each of your cans, crowns, or knobs, and find that upgrade that you keep 
walking past. You’ll have more fun at shows, and snag more goodies, without the whiney 
“one that got away” story you used to bring home.  

AND THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING. We will be adding more composites as 
we go along, adding content as quickly as we think it up. YOU can help in that regard. 
Tell us what you want to see on the website. Better yet, generate content, and we’ll add it 
to the website. We really aren’t hindered by size at all, so let’s go all out! In fact, you’ll 
see another composite added to the site right away, from this very issue. And after 
everyone has access, I’m sure additions to these composites will come out of the 
woodwork. SEND THEM IN TO YOUR HUMBLE EDITOR! jromine@alltel.net  

 

Ruminations on the Best Five Years of My Life (so far) 

http://www.merrybocksters.com/
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I CAN’T STRESS THE IMPORTANCE, now that we are electronic, that we have 

your up to date email address. Without it, you will be cut off from the rest of the Bockster 
community. We will be issuing a new sign-on and password every quarter, to correspond 
with the latest issue of the GOATZETTE, BUT, that password will also allow you to 
traverse through all of the Members Only sections of the website. That will be almost all 
of it, since this is for us, right? Casual surfers and prospective members will be able to 
access a single back issue of the GOATZETTE, and maybe later on see a page that shows 
the covers. Other than that, and a signup form, they will be shut out. And you will be too, 
if you change email addresses and forget to let us know. 

FOR THOSE WITHOUT EMAIL, and out of 103 active members, there are 4 of 
you, don’t worry, you will continue to receive the GOATZETTE as a hard copy. But 
those are the only folks that will. Let’s face it, the cost and time associated with hard 
printing each issue is what got us to this point, and we can’t survive as a print 
publication. I know all 4 of you, and understand why you aren’t electric, so we will be 
able to accommodate you all. So, don’t forget to send in your dues for 2008! 

SPEAKING OF DUES, many of you renewed at Canvention, but for those who 
haven’t, this will be your last issue unless dues are received by January 1. Check the 
Roster, which is also on the website, to se if you owe dues or not. Now, you can pay by 
sending $10 to Jim Romine as in the past, or you can pay by PayPal on the website! One 
exception- if you email or call me and say “I’ll catch up with you at the Blue/Gray show” 
I’ll carry to till then. How’s that for being fair? But, you HAVE to let me know!  

SO WHAT WILL WE DO WITH YOUR DUES? Well, the website creation and 
management is being handled professionally. That means we pay for that service. We 
also have to pay annually to keep the merrybocksters.com web address. But, we will now 
have the funds to do things for the membership like Members Only raffles that you will 
automatically be entered in, T shirts with more colors at lower costs, and better raffle 
prizes at the Canvention raffles to boot. We won’t be hoarding up the cash, we’ll just be 
figuring out new ways to make you glad you’re a Bockster! 

OK. WE’VE GOT ANOTHER GREAT ISSUE in front of you. We’ve got two 
main themes this time around. We cover the recent Canvention, which was a major good 
time, as well as a major Bock Can sighting. You’ll see several pages devoted to the 
goings on in Denver.  

WE ALSO COMMEMORATE the impending arrival of the new Tab Top Book 
from the BCCA. In honor of the debut of the new USBC Volume II, we have a fine 
article by new Vice President Robert Fondren on all known Bock zip top cans. 
Admittedly, it’s a short list, but there are a few tough cans to acquire on there. Try to 
complete the set! It won’t be easy, but that’s part of the fun! And, what did we miss? 

SO ENJOY the first Electronic GOATZETTE. Please give all the Officers 
feedback about how you like the new website, what was easy and what wasn’t about 
navigating it, what you want to see in the future, etc. This is a work in progress, and we 
sincerely want it to be a great Bock experience and resource for you all. Over time, I’m 
sure it will grow into one of the best websites in the Beer Collecting Hobby. But, not 
without all of your help! So, let’s get to it!  HAVE A FINE TIME! 
  



 
YES WE WERE! Higher than ever, I mean. Between the altitude, the twin Micro Nights, 
the Hospitality stations on the Hotel floors, and the fact that you couldn’t sling a dead cat 
without hitting a microbrewery in Denver, it was a fine, fine time. Even on the trade 
floor, everyone was quaffing cold micros constantly. If I even looked thirsty, somebody 
handed me a cold something that most likely tasted so good it never stood a chance of 
warming up. If I lived there, I’d never see 60. But, oh, what a fun ride! 
THE CHANGES to the normal Canvention schedule were subtle, but profound. There 
were TWO Micro Nights, with the main event back on Thursday evening, and the sequel 
after the Saturday evening Banquet. I was glad to see the return to Thursday, as I had 
more strength for the gauntlet of beers than I had Saturday. Yes, I need to train more. The 
other changes were in the Chapter meetings, which helped me a bit, as I wasn’t QUITE as 
hammered going to the Bocksters meeting as in past years. But close. 
THE CANVENTION FLOOR was split into two rooms, but since they were adjacent to 
each other, it worked out fine. No dead corners, and you could enter either room from the 
entry hallway, so you could start at either end, so to speak. The Bocksters Chapter table 
was located at the entry to everything, which didn’t seem to be a good location at first, 
but turned out to be VERY good, as everyone had to pass by us in order to get into the 
show. Our raffle and renewal rates reflected the location. Thanks to the BCCA for the 
prime spot! But I digress. 
CANVENTION STARTED for 
me on Wednesday morning, with 
the Jersey Shore sponsored Golf 
Tournament. I had the good 
fortune to be paired up with our 
new President, Joe Pac hisself, in 
a foursome that shot such a 
blistering pace that we came in 
last. Oh, well, our cost per stroke 
was lower than anyone else’s! 
Here’s a photo of the team. We 
won the hats! Joe on the left, me 
the third one over, with shades. 
And, I won the award for hitting the most trees! No, Brian’s hand is NOT in my pocket! 
WE GOT BACK TO THE HOTEL and embarked on Room to Room. That was a bit of a 
blur, since we had a stop over at local collector John Smoller’s house on the way back. 
But, room to room was great, with lots of cold beer available all over, and I picked up 
several cans. I was after small cans (secondary to Bock items, of course), and I scored a 
beautiful Pikes Peak 7 oz can that night. The revelry went on into the wee (or is it 
WHEE!) hours, and I crashed long before some of the hardcore amongst us.  



THURSDAY MORNING, I felt much better than 
I had a right to. I tried to prolong that by actually 
eating a good breakfast before venturing out onto 
the trade floor, and it wasn’t long before I was 
glad I did. The Devil, disguised as Bockster Bob 
Brune, immediately started plying me with strong 
alcoholic concoctions. AND THAT WAS THE 
ORDER OF THE DAY, as the cans changed 
hands, and the merry was made. Bockster Jacob 
Parker made a great deal, snagging a Hensler can 
with a Bock Lid! 

 
THERE WERE GOOD BOCK 
CANS to be had at this show. Below, 
you see Steve Paddack with his 3 
minty Oertels Bock crowntainers that 
he had recently found at a flea 
market near Indianapolis. Two of 
them left Denver with new owners. 

AND THE GREAT CANS didn’t stop there. The Rogalski Brothers showed up with a 
large assortment of killer Bock cans, including a white Hulls, a mint Ballentine OI, and 
several Ballentine flat variations, including a Handy Way and a very nice 1840-1940 can. 
Dan Morean was literally on the other side of the same aisle, and had some significant 
Bock cans for sale, including a spanking A-1 Bock can that was all but humidity spot 
free. That’s hard to say about that can. 



BUT IT WASN’T ALL JUST CANS at this show. Remember, this was Denver. We were 
in Micro brew heaven, without a doubt. Your Humble Editor hit 14 micros BEFORE the 
show started on a circuit through southwestern Colorado with fellow Bockster Kevin 
Dooley and our wives. Here’s 
Kevin and I outside the 
Wynkoop Brewery in downtown, 
relaxing on an appropriate bench. 
Below, we’re standing behind 
the bar in the tasting room of the 
smallest Microbrewery in 
Colorado, the Three Barrel 
Brewing Co. in Del Norte, with 
the Brewmaster and owner, John 
Bricker. He makes small but 
tasty batches, including an IPA 
called Hop Trash. John was kind 
enough to 
give me a Hop 
Trash shirt, 
which turned 
out to be a 
prototype, the 
one and only. 
I recommend 
you visit John 
if you’re in 
the area.  
We hit several 
obscure 
micros in the 
state, 
including Gunnison 
Brewing Company, 
Amicas in Salida, and 
Smugglers in Telluride. 
At Smugglers, we got 
rained in, and had to 
wait it out by trying 
everything on the taps, 
including a Double 
Imperial Bock that 
made Kevin’s cheeks 
flush. Damn the luck.  
 
 
A great time in the Rockies, before we even got started with Canvention!  
 
 
 



OF COURSE, there was the Jersey Shore Hospitality night, which was themed as “Hell”. 
Here you see three Bocksters doing what they do best. I’ll let you fill in the blank on that 
one. Here’s the twin sinners Joe Radman and Mark Oleske, with new Prez Joe Pac 
(priest). Joe is offering redemption, for a small price. What are Joe and Mark are up to? 

 
AND THERE WAS MICRO NIGHT. As usual, the beer was delicious, free flowing, and 
potent. Here we see Bockster Jim 
Plant getting Tommyknockered. 
He wasn’t alone in that regard. The 
variety and strength of the beers was 
impressive, and so was their effect 
on the throng. It made for interesting  
and animated conversation, which 
degenerated into single syllable short 
sentences by the end of the evening. 
THE MERRY BOCKSTER 
MEETING was well attended, with 
around 25 members traveling 
upwards of 50,000 miles total to 
attend the gathering of the faithful. 
We rewarded them for their collective pilgrimages, with the Members Only Raffle that 
netted several Bocksters some mementos to take home. John Ferguson won the Drewrys 
Bock Schnitzel Bank sign donated by Bill Lester. Narragansett Bock 6 pack holders went 
to Jim Plant, Bill Lester, John Coughanowr, and Tom Hull. 
 



Joe Older won the Schmidts Bock sign again donated by Bill Lester. Bill was at the 
Canvention for the first time in several years, and was everywhere, hobnobbing with 
Bocksters all over. Thanks for the donations, Bill!  
YOU’LL ALSO SEE THAT OUR OFFICERS HAVE STAYED ON BOARD, they just 
shuffled around. Joe Pac is now the Big Cheese, and Robert Fondren has moved to the 
Vice chair. We’re still in good hands. They were both elected by acclamation at the 
meeting. We’re going to have to have some good Bock Beer at next year’s meeting, I 
suspect, in order to deteriorate some folks judgement enough to get them to run for 
office. I’m not sure these two characters will stay on a third year!  
 
OH, YEAH, THE RAFFLES! I forgot to tell you about the raffles. The Annual Merry 
Bockster Chapter Raffle was held again this year, and due in no small part to our strategic 
table placement, we were able to do very well on our Raffle. We netted $570 on donated 
cans, (thanks go out to all those who donated cans to the raffle) so we have solidified our 
financial situation for another year. Thanks to everyone who spent time working the 
Chapter table, but especially the Hardakers, who worked to table every day of 
Canvention! Way above the call, folks, but hats off to Warren and Nancy for doing it. 
The winners were: 
Rheingold Golden Bock    Mike Bender 
Rogalski Brothers $100 gift certificate  Beer Dave Gausepohl 
905 Bock      Robin Carlson 
Regal Pale Bock (the first one)   Lea Colvin  
Acme Bock      Mike Pope 
Fitzgerald Bock/Gold Bond Bock   Kirk Wyckoff 
You see several Bocksters in this crowd of winners. Yes, it does pay to enter raffles! 
 
WE ALSO SIGNED UP 7 NEW OR RE-NEW BOCKSTERS who each got a CD of all 
the back issues of the GOATZETTE. Now, if any of you newbies DIDN’T get a CD, 
you’re welcome to one if you want. BUT, with this here new fangled Web Site action 
going on, you can access all of the back issues right NOW. See how we keep making 
your life even better? 
DENVER WAS A BLAST! If you missed it, you missed it! If you made it, find someone 
who wasn’t drinking to excess, and have them tell you all about it. Odds are you drank so 
much good beer that the details have escaped you. It was the whole package – the 
weather, the beer, the local collectors, the beer, the locale in downtown, the beer, the 
events, the great trade floor setup, and oh yeah, the beer. The Mile High Chapter deserves 
a round of applause for the great job and the hospitality.  
 
JUST A BIT OF BUSINESS NOW to round this out. At the Canvention, we got renewals 
from almost everyone who was there. If you haven’t renewed yet, you can, either by 
sending in $10 to:  Jim Romine                 Make checks payable to Jim Romine 
    1316 Gormly Circle     
    Sanford NC 27330      
OR by following the instructions on the website, and paying $12 through Paypal. Yes, I 
know it’s more, but that covers our Paypal fees, and is very convenient for you. You see, 
it’s all about you! 
 
 
 



 
 
Hello Jim! Congratulations on the Merry Bocksters Chapter winning 2nd Place in the Large Chapter category for your 
newsletter! Through your effort and the great contributions from chapter members have earned the Merry Bocksters 
Chapter a highly recognized 2nd Place with your newsletter!  As Chapter Chairman this year, I instructed the judges to rate 
the newsletters on subject matter, pictures, array of breweriana and beer can articles and frequency of the newsletter. The 
voting was so close, I had to re-add the results 3 times. I thought about using the Jersey Shore method of tabulation 
(which would have put the Goatzette in front) but I belong to both chapters and I had to be honest with the awards and I 
had to award that other chapter first place. Their margin of victory was very minimal…….2 points!!! My personal opinion 
was the Goatzette is a better chapter newsletter based on the ratings categories above, but obviously the other judges 
thought more highly of the OC/OC all color newsletter. I really feel bad about not getting top billing because I know the 
personal effort you put into the Goatzette. Hopefully next year the judges will see it my way and Vote Goatzette! 
 
For your efforts in coming in second place in the Large Chapter Newsletter category, The Merry Bocksters receive a $15 
gift certificate which can be used toward purchases of BCCA merchandise at the BCCA Store, help defray a membership 
renewal cost or use for chapter renewal.   
 
Once again for this upcoming year, the Officers and Board Members are promoting the membership drive for new and 
lapsed members. Please continue to sign up new BCCA members as well as expand the Merry Bockster Roster!! 
Remember, the BCCA is only as strong as its membership, and the more members, the stronger the organization. When 
recruiting new or lapsed members, don’t forget to have them list the Merry Bocksters as their chapter affiliation to be 
eligible for the Chapter Membership drive raffle of a couple of quality cans. Five new members also rewards the Chapter 
with free BCCA renewal.  
 
I want to thank you again for participating in the BCCA Chapter Newsletter competition and look forward to your 
participation next year.   
 
Cheers!        
 
Joe #24997 
President        BCCA  
Parlin, NJ 
 
 
 

EDITORS NOTE: I want to speak for all the 
Bocksters in thanking the BCCA for the 
recognition. and the prize, which we’ll use to pay 
our Chapter renewal for 2008. I also personally 
want to thank all the Bocksters who contribute to 
this Magazine, whether once, occasionally, or 
every issue. It’s all of your collective efforts 
that makes the GOATZETTE what it is. I’m just 
proud to be the caretaker.  

Your Humble Editor 



BOCKBOCKBOCKBOCK IN THE  IN THE  IN THE  IN THE     
 

by Steve Armstrong 
 

 
For this issue, I’ve chosen some newer labels for the column.  All of these labels fall into the microbrewery 
category.  If you didn’t already know, there is a microbrewery label web site (similar to the beer coaster web 
site I mention in my bock coaster column) and it can be found at http://jophison.dynamiknet.com/index.htm.  
There are hundreds of labels from breweries across the country pictured on this web site.  While searching 
for this issue’ bock labels, I saw some that I had never seen before.  I’d encourage you to visit this site, you’ll 
probably see some labels you didn’t know existed.  On to the labels……… 

 
The first two labels come to us from Austin, 
Texas.  The Celis Pale Bock is from the Celis 
Brewery and was in operation from 1992-
2000 as stated in the micro label web site.  
This label is identified as TX-CEL-10.  The 
Balcones Fault Bat’s Breath Bock is from 
Hill Country Brewing & Bottling which 
opened in 1993 and continues to the present 
time.  This label is identified as TX-HIL-2. 
 
      
 
   
Crazy Ed’s original Desert Bighorn Bock is 
from the Black Mountain Brewing, Co., Inc. 
of Cave Creek, Arizona.    This brewery 
opened in 1989 and the label is identified as 
AZ-BLKM-8. 

 
The Bayern Brewery of Missoula, Montana 
is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year 
(opened in 1987).  The Bayern Doppelbock 
label was designed by Monte Dolak, a well 
known Montana artist.  He chose a scene 
from Glacier National Park (in northwest 
Montana) as the focal point of the label 
design.  This label has the years 99, 00, 01 
printed along one edge.  It also states that 
Bayern’s beers are only available in 
Montana.  It is identified as MT-BAY-3 in 
the label web site. 
 

        

http://jophison.dynamiknet.com/index.htm


  

The last pair of labels for this issue comes 
from the upper Midwest, Minnesota and Wisconsin.  The Garten Brau Bock is from the Capital Brewery Co., 
Inc. of Middleton and Stevens Point, Wisconsin.  The Capital Brewery began operating in 1986 and this 
label is identified as WI-CAP-5.  There are several other bock labels from this brewery, all shown on the 
label web site. 
The August Schell Brewing Co. of New Ulm, Minnesota has produced several different bock beer labels.  
This is a 12 oz label and the same design also comes in a 1 pint 6 oz size and also a foil label.  This regular 
paper label is identified as MN-SCHE-40. 

Even though the newer microbrewery bock labels are not rare or high dollar items, they are nicely designed 
and are relatively easy to find.  If you want to start collecting bock beer labels and don’t want to spend a lot 
of money on the old labels, then these are the way to go.  I’m always looking to feature your bock labels if 
you want to share them with the group.  Feel free to contact me (sunset@cybrquest.com) any time and we’ll 
talk bock.  Cheers!!! 



This list contains all of the Bock zip top and insert top cans that I know about. The following notes apply:

BRAND BREWERY LOCATION BCU # BIBLE # USBC #
ZIP U-TAB

BLATZ BOCK PABST BREWING CO. PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL X 49-3 269 39-4
BLATZ BOCK PABST BREWING CO. MILWAUKEE, WI X 49-3 269 39-23
DREWRY'S BOCK DREWRY'S LTD. SOUTH BEND, IN X 62-18 700 57-8
HOME BOCK DREWRY'S LIMITED SOUTH BEND, IN X 82-22 83-18
KNICKERBOCKER BOCK JACOB RUPPERT NEW YORK, NY X 114-7 1563 126-32
NAT BOHEMIAN BOCK NATIONAL BREWING CO BALTIMORE, MD X 97-16 1910
OLD CROWN BOCK OLD CROWN BREWING CORP. SOUTH BEND, IN X 99-25 2010 105-23
PABST BOCK PABST BREWING CO. LOS ANGELES, CA X 2171 109-37
PABST BOCK PABST BREWING CO. PEORIA HEIGHTS, IL X X 2171 110-24
PABST BOCK PABST BREWING CO. NEWARK, NJ X 2171 110-33
PABST BOCK PABST BREWING CO. MILWAUKEE, WI X 2171 112-9
REGAL BOCK MAIER BREWING COMPANY LOS ANGELES, CA X
RICHBRAU BOCK HOME BREWING COMPANY RICHMOND, VA X 113-11 2496 125-6
SCHMIDT'S BOCK C. SCHMIDT & SONS PHILADELPHIA, PA X 117-6 2632 131-34
UTICA CLUB BOCK WEST END BREWING CO. UTICA, NY X 124-39 2904 142-29
VALLEY FORGE BOCK VALLEY FORGE BREWING CO. NORRISTOWN, PA X 125-10 2913 143-11

OLD BOHEMIAN BOCK EASTERN BREWING CO. HAMMONTON, NJ 1993
REGAL BOCK MAIER BREWING COMPANY LOS ANGELES, CA 111-25

We appreciate your hard work, Robert!

1)      A zip top is defined as any early tab that does not have a ring pull. Bock zips came in two variations, called 
“Regular” and “U-Tab” in the spreadsheet. The “Regular” and “U-Tab” lids are pictured, and are distinguished by the 
shape of the opening. If either of these lids has writing, it will include the words “Lift Tab and Pull” The “Regular” 
tab comes in several variations, but the shape of the opening is the same. The “U-Tab” opening also comes as a ring 
tab, which does not qualify as a zip top, and can be identified by the words “Lift Ring and Pull”.

Robert Fondren

4)      The USBC Tab Book should arrive soon. When it does, I will add a column to the spreadsheet that references 
numbers in the new book.

3)      I have included USBC numbers in the spreadsheet. The cans in USBC are all flat tops, but since zip tops were 
early tabs, almost all of them have look-alike flat top cans.

ZIP TABS

2)      The Blatz Bock and Pabst Bock cans come with both types of lids (“Regular” and “U-Tab”). I have marked X in 
the spreadsheet for the variations I have. I would not be surprised to find out that the variations I don’t have exist, 
which would mean there could be at least 4 Blatz Bock and 8 Pabst Bock variations.

AND NOW, Let us picture these early tab cans for you!

Robert, thanks for the work on this composite, and on the new Tab Top Book. For those of you who aren't aware, Robert was 
one of the Contributing Editors and main proof readers for this book. 

LID TYPE

INSERT TABS



 
 

OK, FOLKS, HERE WE GO! WHAT FOLLOWS IS A PICTORIAL DISPLAY OF 
ALL THE KNOWN ZIP TOP AND INSERT TOP BOCK CANS!  FOLLOW ALONG 

WITH THE COMPOSITE SPREADSHEET ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. 

 
        The Classic Zip Tab            The “D” or “U”  Tab  The Insert Tab 

 

The 12 Known Bock Zip Tabs (major variations only) 

 

  ...and two Insert Tab   
                    Bocks  
        Now go out and  
        make your collection  

complete! 
                   
 



 

Some more items from recent ebay auctions for your enjoyment 
 
 

 

e e e e bock  from Joe Pac  

Frankenmuth 

Bock Flat Top 

Beer Can-

Buffalo, NY 

This nice can 
has minor 
surface 
imperfections 
including light 
scratches and 
spotting. Both 
lids have been 
replaced to the 
correct style 
and height. 
Won at $150.61 

Goebel - Bock 

Beer - Flat Top 

- Brown 

Overall small rust 
spots and some 

nicks. Won at 
$105.29 

Goebel - Bock 

Beer - Flat Top 

- White 
Overall small rust 
spots and some 
light fading on 
back corner.  

Won at $145.50 
 

  

 
 

No too bad for a pair of Goebel 
goats 



 

See ya next time … Joe Pac # 50 

SENATE BOCK FLAT 

TOP BEER CAN-

SCARCE CAN! 

All-original Senate 
Bock flat top beer 
can from Christian 
Heurich Brewing, 

Washington, DC. Nice 
bottom-opened can 

has surface 
imperfections 
including light 
spotting and 

scratches. It only took 
$910.00 

Ziegler BOCK beer IRTP label 

Beaver Dam Wisconsin   

Nice label for $15.26 
 

 

Schwegmann 

Brothers 

Premium Bock 

Beer Can 

Small dent on side.  
Somewhat spotty. 
Neat Bock lid. Took  
$1,136.00 to get ‘er. 
 

 

 

 

Hudepohl Bock beer label IRTP U 

permit Cincinnati Ohio 

Rare old and original Hudepohl Bock 
beer label IRTP U Permit from 1933 - 1936 
era. Was never on a bottle basically 
mint except 2 minor minor faint creases 
almost too light to even mention. Has a 
goat logo in center. Sold for $38.87 
 



 
HERE’S THE STORY of four families of Bock Cans; cans that represent a cross section 
of American Bock Beer brewing over the last 30+ years. Yes, they are all tab top cans, 
and yes, their stories are real. No mandatories have been changed to protect the innocent. 
 

 
 
OUR FIRST FAMILY, The Ballentines, have four members, each like their siblings, but 
again, totally different. How many of them have YOU met in your collecting travels?. 

 
Can #1, believed 
to be the oldest of 
the clan, is 
markedly 
different because 
of it’s three line 
motto, “Specially 
Brewed With 
Toasted Barley 
Malt”. 
THE TRIPLETS 
all have the exact 
same motto on 
four lines, but 
(from left to 
right) are subtly 
different from 
one another. The 
far left can is 
from Ballentine 
Brewing Co., but 
the other two are 
cousins from 
Falstaff. The can 
on the right is the 
Dark Sheep of 
the family, with a 
strikingly 
different, darker, 

more full bodied complexion than its siblings. All of these cans are 3 label drawn 
aluminum cans. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

This is a story of three generations of Genesee Bock Beer. Unfortunately, it appears they 
have come to the end of their lineage, as the last of this breed has vanished over 10 years 
ago. 
Going in chronological order, you have the Neanderthal green cans, with their two 
different mandatories shown. Both appeared in the late 70’s. Then you have the three 
amigos – the Generation Brown cans. The first, on the top row right, was a test can that 
never made production. I guess not enough contrast in the label to attract the ladies. The 
next two brownies are the Canadian and the American versions. I guess the French 
Canadians can’t figure out what BEER means, so they need BIERE as well. The last of 
the line is the white can, which evidently wasn’t that popular, as they have not been seen 
since. 



 
 

 

This is a big family! Going left to right, top then bottom, , starting in about 1978, and 
ending in the mid 1990’s, this was the King of Bock Beer tab families for a long time. 
I’m sorry they died out.  
The first and second can are alike, but #2 is a cream background instead of the stark 
white of the first can. Then they crossed over to black logos, and reversed, with the third 
can the cream and the fourth a white background. All have “Genuine Bock Beer” on one 
line. 
Then they reverted back to their original white Leinenkugel logo, but began over the 
years to change the can construction itself. In the bottom row, you see the kids go from a 
straight steel construction, to three piece crimped steel, to a two piece drawn steel. And 
finally to the all white two piece can that was the swan song for this proud family of beer 
cans from the North.  
Now the only Leinie Bock you can obtain is in a bottle. Capture these eight members of 
the Leinie clan while they still languish in dollar boxes at every show. It won’t be long 
before they end up as a Honda body part. 
Have I missed any ? 
 



 
 

 
 

Yes, these five cans are all 
different! I’ve left out Grandpa 
Greenie, the first Lucky Bock 
can, as it is several years earlier, 
and a three piece steel can of a 
completely different label. 
All of these cans appeared in the 
late 70’s through I think 1981. 
The eldest son of the clan, top 
left, is the only steel can in the 
bunch. All the others are all 
aluminum.  
The top two are from Falstaff 
Brewing Co., but after the sale 
to General Brewing, these three 
adopted sons on the bottom row 
were born. You can see in their 
mandatories that they all have 
different brewery combinations. 
One lists San Fransisco and 
Vancouver, one, the middle can, 
ilsts only Vancouver, and the 
bottom right can lists San Fran, 
Los Angeles, AND Vancouver! 
Something else interesting 
about the Vancouver only can is 
that the Big L is a metallic 
green, whereas the other four 
are all enamel green. 
I’ve been searching for an LA 
only, San Fran only and any 
other metallic green Big L cans 
for 25 years now, but I haven’t 
seen them, and don’t know if 
they even exist.  
If anyone has any variations of 
ANY of these four Tab Top 
Families not pictured here, 
please get in touch with Your 
Humble Editor right away. He’s 
chafing at the bit to know, and 
we must reunite the entire 
family, right? 



BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE     

OF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTH    
 

 
 
 

This Month’s 
Goatmate is one of the 
outstanding Donaldson 
Litho Company stock 
pieces that came up for 
auction in an estate sale 
back in 2005. There were 
multiple Pre-Prohibition 
Bock  lithos for sale, 
most either unprinted 
stock items like this one, 
or lithos advertising the 
Donaldson Company and 
their prices for their 
artwork, customized for 
your own brand of beer.  

 
And what a beauty 

this one is, too. It has 
everything we’re looking 
for in a GOATMATE – the 
glass of beer, the goat, 
the hop leaf headdress, 
the lovely lithe lass, the 
strategically falling 
garment. What is that 
goat looking at so wildly, 
anyway? 

 
Notice the horns? If 

he was a deer, he’d be a 
Boone and Crocket 
atypical (the two horns 
are different shapes) with 
a HUGE point count for 
the size of the roots. 

 
You can have your Goatmate grace this page.  Please send your person al vision of BOCK Beer 
loveliness in to the GOATZETTE Editor. 



                                                

 

An At – Large Chapter Of The 
Brewery Collectibles Club of America 

 

Name _________________________________________  BCCA #  ____________ 
 

 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

 

City ____________________________________ State_______ Zip ___________ 

 

Phone ____________________ e-Mail ___________________________________ 

 

Specific Bock Interests ____________________________________________ 
 
To Renew, please send $10, payable to Merry Bocksters, to: 

Merry Bocksters c/o Jim Romine 

1316 Gormly Circle 

 

Sanford NC 27330 

OR Remit $10 through PayPal at our website     www.merrybocksters.com 

Memberships are good for the calendar year. 

New member dues paid at Canvention carry through the next full calendar year. 

 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 

• Access to the MEMBERS ONLY sections of the Merry Bockster Website 

• Participation in free MEMBERS ONLY Raffles! 

• 4 Issues per year of the Merry Bocksters Goatzette 



• News on Bock finds, variations, collections, and shows! 

• A copy of the Chapter Roster of other Bock collectors 

• Admission to the Annual Chapter Meeting 

• A chance to get cool Merry Bockster   T - shirts and stuff! 
 



 
 

It’s Here!!!!! 
  It’s Here!!!!! 
   Yeah!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
Jim Romine 
1316 Gormly Cir 
Sanford, NC 27330 
 
 
 

       
 

 


