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Do I have to sit by this guy? 
He’s snoring! 

 

Point of Order! 
He’s from 
Jersey! Of 
course he’s 

snoring! 



The GOATZETTE is the Official Newsletter of the Merry Bocksters 
Chapter Of the Brewery Collectibles Club of America 

www.merrybocksters.com 

We Gots (a) New Officers! 

President                  The  Vice   Sect’y/Treasurer/Editor 
Joe Germino                                        Mike Pope                                        Jim Romine 
42 Perdue Road   1144 Tuckaway Ridge Lane           1316 Gormly Circle 
Parlin NJ 08859    Nashville IN 47448             Sanford NC 27330 
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Webmaster  Dave Reed  dj4reed@gmail.com New email address! 
 

THE NEW SUPER RAFFLE IS HERE! Get your tickets now, before all the lucky numbers are 
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Greetings Merry Bocksters! WOW!! What a great CANvention! A toast of the bock 
to the Horlacher, Greater Delaware Valley and Keystone Chapters for all the hard 
work, chapter and individual contributions that we all enjoyed immensely during 
CANvention. For those of you who weren’t fortunate enough to make it, I hope 
you were able to check the blogs on the Rusty Bunch web site and also see some 
pics on the Reisch Brew Crew web site. There’ll be a few pics in this issue as well. 
As I mentioned in my last column, the Hospitality Chapter put on a very nice micro 
tasting on Wednesday night. Thursday featured our chapter meeting which was 
very well attended. The member’s door prizes and the limited bock beer were 
enjoyed by all. The grand prize of an Acme Bock was won by none other than your 
humble editor, so congratulate him when you see him. Also Thursday night was 
Micro Nite which featured 17 or 18 different breweries and I don’t know how 
many beers. (I’m sure Robert Fondren – the new BCCA Secretary! - has a more 
accurate account of the evening!). The evening even featured a Fyfe and Drum 
Brigade dressed in colonial regalia. A very nice touch for the event as were the 
pint glasses which were given away for the tasting and were donated by the 
Keystone Chapter. Friday was the Jersey Shore Hospitality with the theme ‘Beer 
can and advertising characters’. There were some very good costumes (were 
some really costumes?) parading around. There were a few queens of the brewery 
industry advertising at the event featuring Miss Olde Frothingslosh, 3 Rheingold 
girls and the St. Pauli girl, who were groped the entire evening! The Jersey Shore 
even had a 75th Anniversary Beer Can cake which was enjoyed by all. And the best 
dressed goes to ……………….….  The Rusty Bunch meeting turned into another 
outstanding jam session which was located in a 20X20 room.  The room was like a 
sauna but for some strange reason everyone kept their clothes on. (With a group 
like ours, it was probably a good thing they did!) When the hospitalities broke 
down, it’s sort of become tradition to go to Dan Bora’s room and continue to jam! 
At least that’s where I ended up the last 2 CANventions until the wee hours! The 
displays were unbelievable! There were 26 or 27 displays and all of them were 
outstanding. A Reading Beer display which featured a couple of Gilco cab lights 
won best of show. Saturday brought on about 120 walk-ins to the trade floor 
where it looked like everyone was recouping from the parties the night before. 
The Saturday night awards banquet was very well attended. Now I know most 
attendees either want to get on the road or just don’t believe the banquet is for 
them. Let me tell you, for $35 the endless buffet was one of the best we’ve had 
and the free beer flowed during the whole banquet. I honestly believe you all 
know how much work goes into making this hobby what it is, both from individual 
and chapter contributions. So I think it was very nice that 300+ members and 
guests were in attendance at the ‘dull’ portion of the banquet to recognize those 
who have contributed to the hobby during the past year. (It really isn’t that dull, 
as we do have a good time at dinner!) That’s what I can remember of the 
CANvention!  
 
I mentioned in my last column I enjoyed working with a number of you during the 
past year. Well guess what, you’re stuck with me again! And I don’t mind! At our 
business meeting I was elected President again as we didn’t have any immediate 
volunteers to take over as prez, but we did get a new VP. Welcome Mike Pope to 
the roll of Bockster VP when you see him. Mike and I have served together before 
and we both plan to keep the chapter fun, with Jim’s help keep a leading edge 



newsletter and with Dave Reed’s help, keep both the chapter ‘members only’ 
raffle stuff and the website flowing. Speaking of chapter raffle stuff, we’ve got 
another slam-bock-bang raffle going for this upcoming Blue/Gray! See the ad in 
the newsletter and get your tickets early! And make sure you get your dues to Jim 
by December 1st! We’ve got a nice members only raffle going for the holidays as 
well, but you have to be a member in GOOD STANDING to be in it to win!  
 
Last but not least, I did invite y’all to my place for some pre-CANvention BBQ and 
Beers. A few Bocksters showed amongst collectors from 3 different countries 
(Canada, England and Australia). Attendees got to pick up some new micro cans 
(once they emptied them), some Bud World Cup aluminum cabottles (oh WOW), 
sample some bottled micros (including a bock or two) and some stout on tap from 
Basil T’s Brew Pub. Oh yeah, there was plenty of food from the chili, chicken, brats 
in bourbon BBQ sauce (my own recipe), teriyaki London broil and my wife Dottie’s 
famous baked beans!  Yummy!! Although you won’t get a menu like that if you’re 
traveling in NJ and have the time to stop in, but I know I have some hidden bock 
beers and other micros for tasting. 
 
Until the next Bock Beer is consumed, stay safe, healthy and enjoy 
collecting……..Especially Bock Stuff!  
 
  Cheers! 

  JOE #24997 

 



 
Greetings, fellow Bocksters and all malted beer maniacs! It should be no surprise 
that the Merry Bocksters Chapter is headed into the New Year stronger than ever. 
This year’s chapter meeting at Canvention was very productive in that we had a 
record attendance of our members from coast to coast. One of the highlights was 
the Bocksters raffle, which is gaining a reputation of being the finest in the hobby 
in terms of prizes. With the huge success of the Ruppert Bock O/I in 2008, and the 
raffle of the three Bock cans at the Blue Gray show last spring, the Merry 
Bocksters Chapter is by far worth the money for membership. 

This season is no exception! This year we have a special Christmas raffle planned 
and the only requirement to be in the running is that you be a member in good 
standing of the Bocksters chapter! That’s right, a special raffle for our Members 
only. It’s just another way for the Bocksters to say we love you to the 
membership. And, as usual the three mega bock cans will be raffled off at 
Blue/Grey this coming February. Get your tickets early and often! 

And speaking of Blue/Gray, the Bocksters once again set the standard in 
camaraderie and special events with our now famous Bock Beer Tasting Party on 
Thursday night! If you make the trek to attend the show, then you’ve got no 
excuse not to make the Thursday night bash. This event is something out of a 
dream! A gathering of bock beer enthusiasts sampling one bock beer after 
another from the big breweries, to the micros and brew pubs from across the 
country! A virtual Xanadu of malted bliss!  

And the goat. Ah, the goat. The official mascot of the Bocksters will always be 
present in spirit and advertisement as well as adorning some of the most 
desirable breweriana in the hobby. I’d like to see the return of the “Goat Shagger” 
award at the next B/G event as one must possess special abilities to be even 



considered for such a prestigious award. (Which basically means being able to 
drink a lot of bock without falling over or annoying the rest of the group to the 
point of dismissal).  

Work on it guys. Let’s see your most prized bock pieces! Below are a few cans I’ve 
acquired over the last few conventions. Including a wonderful Acme Bock I won at 
the Denver convention through yet another Merry Bockster raffle! With so many 
things in our hobby shrinking in size it’s nice to know the Merry Bocksters are in 
fact growing! Remembering a successful formula on friendship, collecting and 
that sweet, sweet bock beer, I say all the more reason to look “Bock to the 
Future!” 

 

Mike Pope, #32543, MB# 106. Now  VP, Merry Bocksters. 

AND HERE’S EVIDENCE that 
Mike lives in a swanky area! 
Even the Goats run for office! 
Are those goats? 



CANvention 2010 Report 
IT WAS A HELL OF A SHOW. The weather was great, as was the turnout. The venue was different, in that 
the walk from the hotel  to the trade floor made you think there would be a reward piece of cheese at 
the end of the hallway, but the payoff was a spacious floor, with the display room right beside. The 
display room was packed with a variety of displays from silly to sublime. The festivities at night included 
the usual assortment of chapter and hospitality events, including our own Chapter meeting. In short, the 
Canvention was a success for everyone I talked to, based on both the goodies folks found there to take 
home to their collections, and the assortment of hangovers they also accumulated along the way. 

THE CHAPTER TABLE was a hub of 
activity, as many Bocksters 
shouldered the responsibility of an 
hour’s worth of table duty (defined 
as BS’ing with everyone who 
wandered by, selling T shirts, Raffle 
Tickets, and cajoling Bocksters to 
pay up their newly due dues), and 
made the Table a successful 
endeavor. We sold 120 tickets for 
our new Super Raffle, so we‘ve 
gotten off to a good start. We also 

signed up 6 new members, and rejoined 1! 

THE CHAPTER 
MEETING set a new 
mark on several 
levels. We had the 
largest Members 
Only raffle ever 
assembled, such 
that nearly 
everyone in 
attendance won 
something. You can see some of the booty 
above, along with the cans in Super Raffle #3. 
Yes the Editor won. And the can was a very 
nice upgrade, thank you. 

 Here’s Jim Plant and a nice framed ad he won.                       Over 30 members attended the event. 



                                                                                    BOCKSTER Andy Galamba was another happy winner! 

 

Joe Older won a Tudor Bock Flat! 

The Joe Row awaits the next winner. 

 

Left to right: Joes Podsiadlik, Paczkowski, and Radman. Ted Wolfe protests that there’s no Ted row. 

We did do a bit of business there. We re-elected Joe Germino as President, as well as Jim Romine as 
Secretary/Treasurer. Mike Pope assumed the mantle of Vice President. The Secretary’s Report showed 
that renewals have been steady, with membership holding at the 110 Bockster level. The Treasurer’s 
Report shows we are very healthy fiscally, as we had a balance of over $2800 going into Canvention. This 
bodes VERY well for our Christmas time Members Only Raffle. The only stipulation is that you must be a 
member in good standing as of Jan 1 to be entered, so get those renewal checks in the mail (or pay your 
dues by Paypal on the website). Either way, Jan 1 is the deadline! Drawing will be that day, and winners 
will be contacted immediately. You don’t want to miss out! $10 a year for all this fun? Whaddadeal!  



 

You see many of the Bocksters who won goodies.  Tim Clark, John Kottemann, Jims Patterson and Dixon. 

Jim Dixon gets a beer  while Prez Germino 
surveys his kingdom and Your Humble Editor 
sleeps through the whole thing. 

Lew Cady is 
enamored 

of the 
latest Super Raffle cans.         Our new Sargent at Arms. Bockster                                                   

Jeff Murbach stays behind to make                                                    
s                                                 sure and keep the peace long  after 

the meeting  is adjourned. 



HEY, HOW ABOUT THAT! 
Bocksters, this one’s a killer. No other way to describe it. Not only is it a previously unknown 
variation, but it’s a new twist on an already nearly unobtainable Bock can. So, for those of you, 
and that’s most everyone, who doesn’t have an example of this can, your goal just doubled – 
now there’s two of them to hunt! 
Most folks know the Schwegmann Bock is a tough one to find. Small distribution, grocery store 
chain can, probably only filled for one or maybe two years. It defines what a great Bock can is 
all about. Cool graphics, metallic background, Chicago. One of the ultimate 50’s Bock cans. 

 
 So, here we have the two examples of 
the can. The one on the left is an 
example of the can in the USBC, and 
the one on the right is an example of 
the can in the old BCU. What’s the 
difference, you say? Look closely! The 
USBC can has GOLDBRAU as the 
brewer, while the BCU can has it as 
GOLD  BRAU as the brewer! 
 
BUT THAT”S NOT ALL! 
 
CHECK IT OUT! The USBC can a 
three patent KEGLINED logo in 
between the two sided label, where the 
BCU can has NO can company logo 
anywhere to be found on the can! Now, 
don’t be fooled by the photo on the left– 
the trim is actually silver, not gold. It’s 
just a reflection issue in the photo. 
 
This HHAT is courtesy of Bockster 
Steve Armstrong. The can to the left 
was one of his most recent additions. 
The can to the right belongs to Your 
Humble Editor, and now that I realize 
there are two variations, THE HUNT IS 
ON! 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Steve Armstrong’s Bock Flat Collection 

 
I started collecting bock flats back in the mid 1990s.  At that time I was looking for cans 
that were somewhat unique rather than accumulate just the “regular” beer cans.  I slowly 
added to the collection over the years as I acquired the cans from going to CANventions, 
local shows, eBay, or from dealers.  Since the number of bock flats is limited to maybe 
300 cans (EDITORS NOTE: 297 documented to date, not counting another 75 lidded only 
Bock cans), I decided to pick up the minor variations such as different breweries or 
brewed in different cities.  It wasn’t until about 5 years ago that I really began to search 
out bock flats for my collection.   
 
I recently posted a forum topic on the Rusty Bunch web site chronicling my “mini 
milestone” of surpassing 100 bock flats.  One comment from a fellow bock can collector 
said he had 266 bock flats at one time (EDITORS NOTE AGAIN: that included lidded 
cans, and I’d love to see photos of that whole collection together! Do they exist?), so I’ve 
got a ways to go yet before closing in on that quantity in my collection.  Within the past 
two months, I’ve added five very nice and hard to come by flats to the collection.  
Number 99 for my shelf was the Gold Bond Bock.  About a month later, a collector 
friend contacted me about several bock flats he had available.  There were three that I 
needed but didn’t know if I could close the deal.  After thinking about it for a week or so, 
I pulled the trigger and these three tough bocks now reside on my shelf.  This group of 
bocks was the Regal soft-top, the Krueger, and the Schwegmann!  One of these three 
cans is #100 but which one?  I think I’ll say the Schwegmann is #100…what a way to 
reach 100.  Then about a week later I heard of some nice Utica Club bock cans 
surfacing….contacted the owner and pulled the trigger one more time.  That seems to be 
how my collection has grown…feast or famine.  My largest “feast” came a few years ago 
and I picked up about 9-10 bock flats all at the same time…that will sure make your 
collection grow quickly. 
 
I also recently posted another conversation topic on the Rusty Bunch website talking 
about “Bock flats:  real vs. wannabe’s.”  I asked the group whether they consider cans 
that have bock lids (and no other mention of Bock on the label) as “real” bock cans or 
just wannabe bock cans.  There has been some good discussion on this.  I consider the 
bock lidded cans to be “real” bock cans and I have several in my collection, the 
Bohemian Club, the Hi-Brau, and the Van Merritt…all the rest have Bock printed on the 
label. 
 
Now the hunt is on to reach #200 for the collection…but I have a feeling that will be a 
much harder challenge to reach than the first one hundred was! 
 







 
Some more items from recent ebay auctions for your enjoyment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e bock  from Joe Pac  

 

1942 Vernon CA Golden 
Creme Bock Litho Poster 
Very rare dated advertising 

sign. In great shape for it’s age 
with a few minor edge tears 

and minor foxing. Sign is dated 
at top Feb 24, 1942. Mfr 

signature on lower right reads: 
LITHO IN U.S.A. ERIE LITHO. & 

PTG. CO. NO. 7078. 19" tall by 12   
-1/2" wide. Took $306 to snag it. 

 

 

Barbarossa Bock Beer 
Cardboard Sign 

Vintage Sign from Red Top 
Brewing  in Cincinnati. In 

very nice condition and is 
approx 14 X 11. There is a 

hole above the “A” for 
hanging. Winning bid $65 

 

 

1950's Lebanon Valley Bock Bottle Crown - 
Lebanon, PA 

 
Very rare 1950's Lebanon Valley Bock Beer cork 
lined bottle crown from the Lebanon Valley 
Brewing Co. of Lebanon, PA. Won for $66 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See ya next time   Joe Pac #50 
 

 

Acme Bock Beer 
Super can in nice condition from Acme 
Brewing Co. Los Angeles (Vernon) Calif. 
Kan-Kegs Trademark Pacific Can Co.   

Took $720 to nail it. 
 

 

1950 Schlitz Bock 
Bottle 

Not so often seen is this 
Bottle from Schlitz 

Brewing Co. Milwaukee, 
WI.  Very nice condition. 

LH edge of the Main 
label reads "1950 Jos. 

Schlitz Brewing 
Company".  Won at $26 

  

 

 

Bock Lid …Hensler Light Beer can 
Flat Top 
Can is Empty but not punctured by a 
can opener. No visible puncture marks 
of any kind.  Has an issue on one face 
as seen above. Winning bid was $49. 
 

 



 

 

ONE OF THE WONDERFUL THINGS about Canvention is the unexpected cans that come out of nowhere, 
and leave you shaking your head. As proof that it happens, I present two cans that appeared at the Big 
Show. Both are Esslinger Parti-Quiz Bock cans, and both were unknown to the Composite until now. So I 
am proud to unveil Bock Quizzies #40 and #41! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOTH ARE SERIES #9 CANS, the 1956 series, and the last one to feature BOCK cans. The can on the left 
has “Daphne De Maurier Wrote “Frenchman’s Creek” as the first Fun Fact. This can was found by George 
Miller, and came to light at this year’s Blue Gray show. Your Humble Editor brought it home from 
Canvention to be with 21 others of his kind. It is a generous Grade 3- can, rough but structurally sound. 
The back side is much worse than the front.  

THE CAN TO THE RIGHT is gracing the shelf of Bockster Steve Beercanman Gordon. It came out of the 
collection Steve and Matt Menke picked up just before Canvention. All the cans in that collection were 
heavily lacquer coated, and Matt did one amazing job of removing the lacquer while minimizing damage 
to the cans. The first Fun Fact is ““Old Ironsides” Launched – Boston 1797”. More on this collection in 
the January GOATZETTE…………………………………..   

Esslinger BOCK Quizzie Report 



 

 

Yes, Folks, We’re at it again! The Merry Bocksters are bringing you another 
Mother of All Raffles!! 

These incredible Raffle Cans are Courtesy of the Rogalski Brothers, fellow 
Bocksters Dale and Roy Rogalski. Thanks to their generosity, we once again will be 
offering $10 Raffle Tickets for the chance to win one of THREE amazing Bock Cans! 

ONLY 700 TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE! 

 

GET YOURS NOW! 
 

Third Time’s the Charm! 

1st Prize: 

TROMMER’S 
INSTRUCTIONAL BOCK! 

2nd Prize: 

FIRST MEISTER BRAU 
BOCK! 

3rd Prize: 

VALLEY BREW BOCK! 

3 
WINNERS! 

3 CHANCES TO WIN 
WITH EACH TICKET! 



IS THAT YOU MY LONG LOST BROTHER? 
 

By Joe Paczkowski #50 
 
The current Chapter raffle has as a top prize a Trommer’s Bock Beer 
instructional can. I am fortunate to already have a Trommer’s Bock in 
my personal collection. At canvention while 
tending our Chapter table I had the 
opportunity to examine the top prize can up 
close and personal. Its overall appearance is 
strikingly similar to my shelf can. The 
shading of the gold background, the color in 
the letters “bock” is very similar. My can 
has a minor issue of some spotting on the 
face that is not very obvious to the eye until 
examined more closely. (See photo below). 
The raffle can also has a minor issue on the 
face, but in a different location. I noted the 
caning line code on the raffle can to be 
ODRE. My can has either EROD or EROO 
(the last letter is a bit blurry). Not the same 
but similar in nature. My can dates to 1940 
per Bob Porter’s excellent American Can Co. 
can date code interpretation. The raffle can 
also dates to 1940. 
 
I acquired my can as part of a large 
collection of Breweriana back in 2003 from 
a fellow Chapter collector who needed to liquidate as he was moving on 
to a retirement community. With the 
Trommer’s bock can being the highlight of 
the collection my curiosity led me to inquire 
as to how the seller came upon it. The seller 
divulged it was found by his ex brother-in-
law along with two other Trommer’s and a 
lone Pabst Blue Ribbon Bock instructional 
can (also with the 1940 date code) behind a 
block wall at a Department of Sanitation 
facility in Brooklyn. The overall condition of 
the PBR can is similar to the Trommer’s. The 
ex brother-in-law kept one, passed on the other two to my guy who in 
turned sold one off outside a show in South Jersey back around 1980. 
The purchaser was one Dale Rogalski who put the can into his personal 
collection. He later he sold it off, only to re-acquire it recently as part of a 

 

 



large collection purchase. In speaking with Dale at the Blue Gray show 
he recalled acquiring the can and seemed fairly sure that the re-acquired 
can was indeed the can purchased years back outside the show. The 
raffle can we all have a chance to win is indeed that can courtesy of 
fellow Chapter members Dale and Roy Rogalski’s generosity. 
 
I think the raffle can is one of the triplets found together around thirty 
years ago. Whadda you think? 

 
EDITORS NOTE: 
Pictured to the left 
is the can in my 
collection. It also 
has the 1940 can 
date code insignia 
on it.  As you can 
see, it is not 
perfect. In fact, 
the nature of the 
defect and overall 
patina is 
remarkably 
similar to the  
“twins” – Joe’s can 
and the raffle can. 
Even down to the 
rims being buffed 
up a bit.  
 
 

The can to the right is the raffle can. And a damn fine can it is, too!  
 
The only difference I can see is that the raffle can has some light tarnish 
on the bottom lid which has not been buffed up, and so you can see the 
canning code printed on it. Mine has been extensively buffed, and only a 
whisp of the canning code remains, and is unidentifiable. What’s 
mysterious to me, though, is that the word BOCK on both Joe’s can and 
mine is a deeper red color that on the raffle can. The can does not look 
faded in any way. The gold color is very crisp. So, it seems strange that 
the red in BOCK would be a shade lighter.  
I’ve had mine so long that I frankly don’t remember where I got it.  
 
But, is there a chance that the triplets were actually quadruplets? Or, is 
there any chance I have the brother-in law’s can? Joe? 



Grilled Bockwursts with Bock-Mustard relish 
 (Adapted from a recipe I saw in a grilling magazine)  

Bockster Chef Chip Viering 

¼ cup bock beer (I used Yeungling Bock for this) 
3 tablespoons red wine vinegar 
2 tablespoons brown and or yellow mustard seeds – used a combination of both 
1 teaspoon honey (I used more!) 
1 clove garlic smashed into a paste using a mortar and pestle with some coarse salt 
Salt and Pepper 
5 uncooked BOCKWURST links (if you are lucky enough to be in Indy, go to Klaus’ Smoked Meats for 
your bockwursts... he’s on Virginia avenue past Fountain Square. Used to be Klemm’s Smoked Meats, 
but Klemm died unexpectedly and his brother Klaus took it over) 
2  12 oz bottles of good bock beer (I used Shiner Bock from a can for this) 
1 lg sweet bell peper pepper – gut it and cut it up – I used a red one 
1/3 to ½ cup chopped dill pickle 
1 med. onion cut in ½ slices 
2 or 3 teaspoons of horseradish 
5 good sized buns (I used hoagie rolls) 
For the bock-mustard Relish: combine the bock beer, vinegar and mustard seeds and let stand a room 
temp for 3 hours.  Drink a bock while waiting (I used several  Genesse Bocks for this) Finish your bock 
beer and then transfer the mustard seed mixture to a blender or food processor, cover and blend or 
process until the mixture reaches a coarse consistency. Transfer this to a small sauce pan and cook it 
over LOW heat for 5 minutes or until it starts to thicken (don’t drink during this part cause I burnt mine 
and had to start over from step one, just hold off for now) So it’s a little thin when you take it off the 
stove, not quite as thick as yer regular yellow mustard… take it off and let it cool for a bit.  Then stir in 
your honey and garlic paste you made. Season with salt and pepper – this can be used on everything you 
eat from now on, it is “da bomb” as the kids say… I put it in on corn flakes once, now, it wasn’t that 
great, but I’d do it again if you dared me… 

OK, it’s cool to have another bock now… 

Here’s the easy part – POUR THE 24 oz of beer into a dutch oven. Prick the wurst’s  with the tip of a 
knife so they don’t blow up when they boil.  Toss all the Bockwurst into the bock broth and bring to a 
boil, then lower the heat to simmer, cover and wait about 20 mins… just enough time to have another 
bock…. Brrrrrrppppppppp!!. 

After they boil, toss them on the grill for 8-10 mins along with the onion slices and the sweet pepper 
slices – just to get some color on them.  Remove, keep bockwursts warm on the grill or something, and 
remove the onion and green pepper to cool… huh… nice time to tell you that ya need a charcoal grill, 
sorry about that… well Improvise! 

When the onion and pepper has cooled, chop them in a small dice, and add them to the Bock Mustard 
Mixture you made along with the chopped dill pickle and the prepared horseradish. 

Put the Bockwursts in buns, load up that bock-mustard relish on top – chilly bock beer on the side. 

You can go to heaven now. Enjoy! 



Bock In the  
By Steve Armstrong 

 
 
Welcome to fall.  I hope everybody had a good summer and was able to add to their bock beer collections.  I 
was able to pass over the 100 bock flat hump recently so that was my bock milestone for the year. 
 
Labels from breweries in Kentucky and Virginia are featured in this issue.  
 
According to American Breweries II, the Oertel Brewing Company of Louisville, Kentucky began operation 
in 1874 by Charles Hartmetz & Brother.  The Oertel name was first associated with this business when the 
brewery was operated by Hartmetz and Oertel during the 1884-1892 time period.  The Oertel name would 
continue to be associated with the brewery until its closing in 1967. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The oldest of the Oertels Bock labels is the metallic gold version with the NRA symbol.  This label is for a 
12 oz bottle.  The alcoholic content of this package is in excess of 3.2 percentum but not more than 6 
percentum of alcohol by weight.  The Oertel Company is listed in American Breweries II as being in 
operation from 1932-1936.   
The associated neck label is also metallic gold, has the same goat figure, and has Oertels Bock printed on 
either side of the goat image.  Bob Kay has this label pictured in his US Beer Labels Book, Vol. 2, East and 
Southern States and has been given it a value estimate of $25-$75 in the Elusive category. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The mostly white and red label is the next oldest and would also date to the 1930s as it has the Kentucky U 
permit number printed in the upper left corner.  This U permit was required on beer labels in the 1933-1936 
time frame.  This label is for a 12 oz bottle and has two men toasting each other with steins in the lower left 
and right corners of the label.  Also, “Quality Brew Since ‘92” is printed in the lower left corner.  Could this 
be a reference to when John F. Oertel was the sole proprietor of the brewery, in 1892?  Bob Kay has this 
label pictured in his US Beer Labels Book, Vol. 2, East and Southern States and this label been given a value 
estimate of $5-$25 in the Less Common category. 
 
 

 
 
The next two labels are post 1950 labels as no IRTP statement is printed on them.  The yellow background 
version could be from the 1950s and the newest label is probably from the 1960s.  Both of these labels 
feature the same goat image and mandatory information however, the background design has been changed 
to more curved lines and a white background on the newest label.   
 

   
 



  
  
 
The final label for this column comes from Virginia Brewing Co., Inc. of Roanoke, VA.  The brief history of 
this brewery has been presented previously in the October, 2008 issue of the Goatzette.  The brewery was 
operating under the Virginia Brewing Co., Inc. name from 1890-1918 and again after prohibition from 1934-
1957.  The brewery continued in business for an additional two years (1957-1959) under the Mountain 
Brewing Co., Inc. name. 
 
This label is for a 12 oz bottle and also has in fine print along the left side of the label “Skillfully Brewed 
from the Finest Ingredients.”  Within the blue box where the Olde Virginia name is located, images of the 
state bird (Cardinal) and state flower (dogwood) are included in the label design. 
 

 
 
Enjoy the remainder of 2010…and hope you can add more to your bock collections in the process. 
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