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Seasons Greetings, 
 

As the year comes to a close, I trust many of you are admiring your 
additions to your Bock collections. The recent establishment of our 
Chapter website is definitely a significant accomplishment. Kudos to Jim 
and PC Paula for establishing such an outstanding product. The 
opportunities that having a website bring are unlimited. Expectations are 
high that the website will help to expand our membership. I’m just 
thrilled at having all of the information available at ones fingertips. 
Thanks to all of you who contributed articles for the Goatzette. Please 
keep those contributions coming, member profiles or any other item of 
interest. This is our Chapter, our Goatzette. Fill ‘er up!  

Try to attend as many shows as possible. The people, the stories, 
and the comraderie are what make the hobby what it is. If you have 
never attended the Blue-Gray Show (to be held February 13th thru 16th at 
the Ramada Inn, Fredericksburg, VA), you’re missing the best damn 
show around. BTW, they replaced the roof this year so you can leave 
your umbrella home.  
FIND A WAY TO GET TO BLUE-GRAY! 

Here's dreamin’ about those Bock acquisitions that somehow will 
find their way to each and every one of us this coming year. Happy 
Holidays, Happy New Year 

Joe Pac #50 
 

Rob Skalla 
It is with a heavy heart that I report the passing of 
Rob Skalla, Merry Bockster # 55, on Dec. 9, 2007, 
at his home in Kalamazoo. He attended both the 
University of Michigan and Hope College, majoring 
in chemistry, which lead to his avocation in 
specialty brewing. His most notable work was with 
Bell's Brewing of Kalamazoo where some of his 
recipes, most notably his Two Hearted Ale, are 
still being used. Additionally, he became 
nationally known in the art of brewing and 
published several articles. He was a fixture at 
BCCA shows, and was in attendance last year at 
our first annual Bock tasting at the Blue/Gray 
show, where this photo was taken. Bocksters may 
remember Canvention 2005, when Rob wheeled 
two coolers of Bell’s Doppelbock into the Chapter 
meeting, which we all enjoyed immensely. I think 

it appropriate that we raise a glass in his memory at the Second annual 
Bock tasting event at Blue/Gray in February. RIP. 



Verbose Verbalisms from the VEEPVerbose Verbalisms from the VEEPVerbose Verbalisms from the VEEPVerbose Verbalisms from the VEEP    
(with apologies to Dave Van Hine) 

Robert Fondren 
 
I hope everyone is enjoying the new Merry Bocksters web site. I really like 
having bock information available at my fingertips. I think the site has 
gotten off to a great start, and there is definitely more to come. When I 
received the e-mail from Jim in October saying the Goatzette was ready, I 
immediately opened the file. I expect most of you next did the same thing I 
did, printed the Goatzette. I like reading it on paper, since I haven’t yet 
converted to reading everything on the computer. I thought the content was 
excellent and the color pictures looked and printed great.  
 
The other big event in the can world in the last few months was the arrival of 
the USBC tab book. Along with a lot of other people, I had been anticipating 
the arrival of the book for a long time. I think it has lived up to all of the 
expectations. The sheer number of cans in the book is amazing. I’ve learned 
about the existence of a lot of tabs I didn’t know about. I know a lot of you 
don’t collect tabs any more, but I sure do. Along with my specialty of zips, I 
actively collect straight steel tabs and also still have crimped steel, drawn 
steel and aluminum cans from when I actively collected them in the 70s and 
80s. I have gone through the book already and marked the crimped and 
drawn steel and aluminum cans. I was amazed to see how many of them I 
don’t have. I also noticed that there are lots of bock cans of those types in 
the book. I have most of them, but not all. Now I’ll have more cans to look 
for at shows so I can fill in the bock holes of all types. I’m moving on to the 
task of marking my straight steel tabs and zips in the book, and I want to 
finish in time for Blue-Gray. That will give me a true record of what I have 
and what I need so I won’t acquire as many cans that I have already at 
shows.  
 
Since I mentioned Blue-Gray, the show is only a little over a month away. I 
hope everyone who is coming has sent in their registration. I’m sure you are 
looking forward to the show like I am. If you haven’t decided if you are 
coming, I recommend that you do. You’ll be amazed with the show if you 
have never been before. There is something for everyone there. 
 



  

HERE’S ANOTHER PEEK INTO THE FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM, which I 
hope you are enjoying. Here’s a glimpse at the 1909 Harvest Festival, also known as the 
Romine Reunion and Sharecropper Payday. You see a slew of family and friends here, 
enjoying a mug of beer after a hard day of mumblety-peg tournaments and other fall 
games to celebrate the bringing in of the crops. This is the “before” photo, obviously, as 
the kids are still around, the beer’s still flowing, and nobody’s yet gotten a shiner. 
Another photo from this event in the next GOATZETTE! 

THE WEBSITE has become an overnight sensation, with lots of nice comments 
on its content, ease of use, layouts, etc. We have also seen almost 20 of you renew 
through Paypal, which is a great convenience over mailing in your dues. We have also 
joined up a couple new members through the website, so it’s obvious that we’re starting 
to get some visits from the ether. 

WEBSITE LINKS are the next step. WE want to get linked to as many sites as 
possible, and they want to get linked to us, whether they know it or not. That connectivity 
is what makes the Internet truly a “Net(work)”. We will be building a Links section right 
away, so be on the lookout for how you can send in a link to a favorite Beer website, or 
your own site!  

THE CORK BACKED CROWN (Bottlecap) COMPOSITE  has been expanded 
and updated with new and better photos thanks to Bockster Dave Reed and our 
Webmistress, PC Paula. Check it out, as you will be seeing crowns that weren’t there 
before. Update your lists from there, and if you have any crowns that don’t appear, send 
photos in to Dave at wolfe1985@fuse.net , and he’ll take care of the updating. 

If it weren’t for the short bus, I’d have no bus at all 

mailto:wolfe1985@fuse.net


THIS ISSUE runs the gamut, and once again we scoop the beer press with another 
“you saw it here first” discovery of a new, previously unknown Bock beercan. This one 
was a bit contentious at its first unveiling, as many folks who first saw the cans weren’t 
convinced they were real. After you read the article, you can judge for yourself, but I 
think you’ll be convinced that these are indeed a short run Bock can. Now, all of you 
dumpers out there that know where a pit of Oertels crowntainers is will have to go back 
and re-dig it to be sure! 

WE’RE ALSO DOCUMENTING the Dave Stark collection’s Bock beercans. We 
were lucky enough to get the skinny on all the Bock cans that were in that collection, 
thanks to Dan Morean, who shared the list and many photographs of some of the best 
known examples of some heavy -duty Bock cans. Dave and Jane Stark accumulated quite 
an impressive crowd of Bocks, and we’re delighted that we could share that information 
here first you all of you. 

ANOTHER FEATURE that we hope to make a continuing series of articles is the 
documentation of the Gibbons Bock can. Not only were we able to show you 
photographs of every known example of the can, but we were also able to trace the 
history and provenance of each one. This has never been done before, and with help from 
you Bocksters out there who are sitting on some monster Bock cans, we will be able to 
continue this series for quite a long time to come. If you have any of these cans, please 
get in touch with Your Humble Editor with the facts and photos. Beer can history is 
something that we can all enjoy, and we add to our group understanding and enjoyment 
of the hobby by sharing this information. So, get in touch! 

T-SHIRTS! T-SHIRTS! T-SHIRTS! T-SHIRTS! T-SHIRTS! T-SHIRTS! 
We’re going to put out a new Merry Bocksters T shirt, and it will debut at 

Canvention. The question is, what is the design? Well, one of you knows, but hasn’t told 
us yet! HUH? That’s right friends, we’re holding a T shirt contest! We’re asking all of 
you to submit ideas for our new T shirt, and the winner will get their shirt FREE! If you 
show up at Canvention, you will also get yours a day before we put them on sale, and you 
can be strutting your shirt before the masses get theirs! So, send in those designs! Your 
Officers will boil it down to three finalists, and we will  post them on the Website for 
voting! How’s that for using our newfound e-presence! 

THE SECOND ANNUAL BOCK BEER TASTING, will be held at the 
Blue/Gray show on Thursday evening, at the same place as last year, conveniently 
located just outside Your Humble Editors motel room door, so I don’t have far to fall. 
Come early, or Robin Carlson will get the best ringside seat, and once he’s there, he ain’t 
moving! We had 25 different Bocks available for tasting last year, so let’s try to better 
that mark, and dumbfound the crowds as to how inebriated we can become and still open 
the next one! Everyone please bring multiple bottles of multiple Bock Beers, so we can 
all enjoy every product presented.  

WE ALSO HAD  SADNESS STRIKE. As you’ve already seen, we lost Rob 
Skalla suddenly. He was only 38 years old, and as of this writing, the cause of death is 
still uncertain (but no foul play). Rob was loyal to the Bockster cause, donating Bell’s 
Doppelbock to our Chapter meetings, and to last year’s First Bock Tasting at the 
Blue/Gray show. Your Humble Editor was fried to a crackly crunch after several of those 
beers at our Chapter meeting, and it only got worse at the Micro Night immediately 
afterward. Here’s a Two Hearted Ale to you, Rob, hope to see you somewhere down the 
line. 



 

 

 

I was sitting at my computer, minding my own business, and checking email. I 
came upon one of those “so and so thinks you would be interested in this auction” 
notices through eBay. I clicked on it, and the saga began.............  

There it was, but what was it? I’d 
seen the can before but not exactly. Then 
I read the auction copy:    

“Here it is, an OERTEL'S 92 BOCK 
with the original cap! This can is not pictured 
in the USBC book but like 197-13 and it is 
IRTP. Condition is not that great, it has 
discoloration to the paint and rust and small 
scratches, but according to the book a grade 2 
would be my guess, maybe a little better but 
use your own judgment. Last week I was 
swamped with questions on the other one so 
I'll post what I know here. First I didn't know 
it was so rare and may have sold it too cheap, 
so this auction will tell the tale. I started 
collecting just over 2 years ago when my late 
father gave me some cans from his collection 
when he was much younger which had been 
stored in our basement since we moved there 
in 1978. My dad died last year and mom has 
been going thru things since and about a 
month ago sent me another box she found in 
the attic, inside was the box pictured with the 
cans inside! That’s all I can tell you on the 
history, sorry, just glad she didn't throw them 
out now that I see they are worth so much. 
Enjoy the auction and don't miss out on this 
opportunity to win this rare can! The box is 
not for sale.” 

Here before me was a Bock can I 
had never seen before, had no knowledge 
of, and it had never been referenced in 
any book or magazine article! WOW. 

At first, I admit, I was skeptical. 
The guy who sent me the alert was, too. 
The BOCK looked like it had been applied 
with a Sharpie, and the font was thin in spots you wouldn’t think it should be around the 
edges of the letters. I downloaded the photos, blew them up as far as I could, and tried 
to decide whether we were looking at a new can or not. AND THEN THE AUCTION 
DISAPPEARED! 



Boy, did that fuel the fire! It must have been bogus if the auction was halted, 
right? Then, a week later, the can was back on! But, it wasn’t the same exact can! It was 
another example, this time with a little surface rust. I watched that can go for $525.69, 
and thought to myself “that was one brave soul, or a compulsive who couldn’t help 
himself. He’s got it even worse than me!” 

A week later, ANOTHER one shows up! This one is still an indoor can, but 
there’s more rust, including across the suspect BOCK. Well, that sunk it for me. I was 
itching to go for it, but couldn’t quite talk myself into it. The last day of the auction, my 
wife and I were talking about Christmas, and she said, ”I have no idea what to get you.” I 
said, “You want to get me something I really want? Here it is!” And that was that. I pulled 

the trigger, and when it came, I 
knew I had made a good decision. 

Here’s the money shot to 
the left. Look at the corrosion over 
the last two letters in BOCK. You 
can’t fake that. The way the letters 
feather out at their bottoms had 
me worried until I got a real good 
look, and see the same thing on 
the Oertels lettering. The color and 
thickness of the BOCK lettering ink 
matches the rest of the can 
exactly. I’m convinced! 

Evidently, others were as 
well. A third can came up for 
auction, and went for almost $580. 
Now we have three cans out there, 
and the owner states that he’s 

keeping one. Time for Your Humble Editor to start doing some researching. 
I contacted the seller, and bugged him for 3 weeks about who bought the others, 

how many there were in total, etc, with no response. Turns out he went away right after 
shipping my can out. When he got back, we traded several emails quickly, and the story 
unfolded. I’ll defer to Ryan Baker, the owner, to tell the tale. 

“Last week I was swamped with questions on the other one so I'll post what I know here. First I 
didn't know it was so rare and may have sold it too cheap, so this auction will tell the tale. I started 
collecting just over 2 years ago when my late father gave me some cans from his collection when he was 
much younger which had been stored in our basement since we moved there in 1978. My dad died last year 
and mom has been going thru things since and about a month ago sent me another box she found in the 
attic, inside was the box pictured with the cans inside! That’s all I can tell you on the history, sorry, just 
glad she didn't throw them out now that I see they are worth so much.  

“As I said with the last can, the only explanation that makes sense is that this is the predecessor to 
the big Goat can, due to the fact this one is IRTP and the big Goat is not, so it was made later on, maybe 
years. The brewery must have decided to create a Bock can of its own design due to good sales or to boost 
sales. Just my thought after talking with so many about this rare can. 

“No group pictures, I wish I had but I didn't know they were so special. The only pictures I have 
are the ones on the auctions, There were a total of 7 in the box. Yes I have 1 left, which I will probably sell 
on eBay. I sold the first 3 to a guy from Missouri who drove here since he lived a couple hours away, 
another to a guy from Nebraska, and another to a guy from Mass. or Conn. not really sure, and 1 to you. I 
don't know where my Dad got them, but my parents moved from Padukah KY in 1979 and they were boxed 
up since then. My Dad, Jack Baker, was a plumber there so maybe he got them in Padukah. I don't know if 
he was a member of any clubs, I am not. All the other info I have is in the auctions. They were in the attic 
stored in another box, separate from the cans that I got earlier from Dad that were in the basement. He did 



make the comment that he thought there were more somewhere. Then a year and a half or so after he died 
Mom was going through stuff and found the box that had these and some other stuff like openers and 
coasters and bottles and napkins all from different breweries, and asked if I would like to have them, and 
she sent them to me.  I sure would like a copy of your news letter, seems kinda neat, and I'd like to read it, 
it sorta makes my Dad a little famous I guess. Thanks again, Ryan” 

A little famous! A whole lot famous, Ryan. This mystery will never be fully 
answered, but we have at least part of the story. I wonder if Jack Baker found them in a 
house while doing plumbing work. I’ll bet that’s the case, judging by the basement type 
rust on some of the cans. And I wonder if the case was found with them? Ryan has said 

that he’s keeping the case, and he should. The 
caps on the cans have a Kentucky tax stamp 
on it, so that leads one to believe that they 
were indeed found in or near Padukah 
Kentucky. 

So, to summarize the chain of events, 
the first can went on eBay, and then Ryan was 
contacted by a collector in Mousourri who 
convinced him to end the auction. That 
explains why the can was there and then was 
gone. He bought three of the cans, then Ryan 
ran three more auctions for single cans, one of 
which I got for a Christmas gift. I think the one I 
won was the worst of the 7, but it’s just fine 
with me (unless I ever get a chance to upgrade 
it, of course!).  

The detailed photos 
you see in this article are 
of my can, so you see that 
even the worst of the 
bunch is a solid can. And 
you saw it here first! 
Thanks, Ryan, for all the 
help in putting this article 
together, and give your 
mother a big hug from us 
all for not throwing these 
cans out! 

And I wish I had 
gotten to know Jack Baker. 
I can’t find any evidence 
that he was ever in the 
BCCA (my rosters only go 
back to 1980), but if 
anyone else does, please 
let me know. Did he trade 
any of these while he was 
an active collector? We 
may never know. 

 



BOCKBOCKBOCKBOCK IN THE  IN THE  IN THE  IN THE     
By Steve Armstrong 

 
 
Happy New Year!!  For this issue, I’ve chosen some older keg labels for the column.  All of these labels 
have the actual contents printed on them.  There are other keg (or perhaps box/case) labels that do not have a 
specific content printed on them and I’ll show some of them in the future.  Most of these labels are not very 
graphically interesting, but it is interesting to know that large containers of bock beer were available back in 
the day. 
 

The first keg label comes from the Kingsbury Breweries 
Co. of Sheboygan, WI.  The label is 4.25” x 3” in size and 
lists the content at 15 gals 2 quarts Beer.  According to 
American Breweries II, this label would date to the 1962-
1974 time period.  Prior to G. Heileman taking over in 
1962, the business was known as the Kingsbury Breweries 
Co. (1934-1962).  Also during this time, Kingsbury was 
also doing business as the Heidel Brau Brewing Co., the 
Ace Brewing Co., and the Weber-Waukesha Brewing Co. 

   
The Stegmaier Bock label is for a container of 
15 ½ gallons and is 4.5” x just over 2.5” in 
size.  The Stegmaier Brewing Co. of Wilkes-
Barre, PA has a long history, extending back 
to 1857.  After prohibition, this brewery used 
many names including The Lion Inc., 
Gibbons Brewing Co., Bartels Brewing Co. 
and Malta Goya Co. to name a few. 
 

   
 

The Narragansett Brewing Co. of 
Cranston, Rhode Island produced this 
15 ½ gallon keg label.  It is 4.5” x 
2.25” in size.  This label appears to date 
to the 1951-1965 era.  During post 
prohibition times, this brewery was also 
known by many names including the 
Croft Brewing Co., the James Hanley 
Brewing Co., and the G. Krueger 
Brewing Co.  The brewery was taken 
over by Falstaff in 1965 and operated 
under them using still more names until 
1984 when the business closed.  



 
 
 
The Utica Club bock label is a little more 
interesting as there is a cartoon like drawing 
of a man on the 6.5” x 3” label.  The UC 
Bock Beer was produced by the West End 
Brewing Co. of Utica, NY.  The brewery 
was known by this name from 1933-1981 
until it changed names in 1982 to the F.X. 
Matt Brewing Co.  I was able to tour this 
brewery during the 2001 BCCA 
CANvention held in Syracuse, NY…they 
had some great old UC and other breweriana 
displayed there.  I’d recommend a visit if you’re in their neighborhood. 
 

The last labels for this issue come from 
Anheuser-Busch and the Fuhrmann & Schmidt 
Brewing Cos.  The Budweiser Bock label is also 
a 15 ½ gallon label and is 5” x 3.75” in size.  
This label probably dates to the 1950s or early 
1960s.  Its design is nearly the same as the 
highly desirable Bud Bock flat top can. 
 

   

 
The F & S Bock label is for a 7 ¾ gallon keg.  It is 
3.5” x 2.75” in size.  The F & S Brewing Co. of 
Shamokin, PA dates back to 1854.  Like other 
breweries, it was known by several different names 
after prohibition.  Names such as Braumeisters 
International Brewing Co., Flair Brewing Co., and 
Innsbrau Brewing Co. were used during the 1966-
1975 decade when the operation was owned by the H. 
Ortlieb Brewing Co.  There are two other nearly 
identical bock keg labels like the one above.  There is an identical label of the same size and same brown 
printing except it is on white paper instead of the pale yellow shown above.  There is another pale yellow 
label with black printing on a slightly larger label (4” x 3.5”).  All three of these labels appear to date to the 
1930s as they all have the PA permit number and the IRTP statement on them. 
 
That’s all for this issue.  By the time the next Goatzette is available later this spring, it will be about bock 
beer season again…….so think spring ☺ 
 
 
 



 

Some more items from recent ebay auctions for your enjoyment 
 
 
 

e e e e bock  from Joe Pac  

Acme Bock / Los 

Angeles (Vernon)  
Nice condition.  Won at  

$2,451.00 
EASTSIDE BOCK –los Angeles-Schnitzel 

Bank Poster Very nice condition. Took 
$107.50 to get it. 

 

 

 

 

St. Marys Bock Beer Label 

St. Mary's beer label - St. Marys 
Beverage Co. - St. Mary’s, Elk 
County,  PA - Has "Bison Bev. Dist. 
Co. Buffalo, N.Y. - N.Y. State License 
No. C-895" stamped in mid bottom 
Nice near mint example. It took 
$58.76 

 



 

See ya next time … Joe Pac # 50 

St. Marys Bock Beer Label w/neck 
Unused 12 oz IRTP St. Marys Bock Beer 
bottle label with matching neck label 
used for beer brewed and bottled by the 
St. Marys Beverage Company of St. Marys, 
Pennsylvania. This beer was distributed in 
New York by the St. Marys Beverage 
Company, Inc. of Buffalo, NY. This 4 1/8" x 
3 1/4" label dates circa 1936 and is in 
near-mint condition. Winning bid was 
$53.00 

 

Tudor A&P 

Trenton N.J. 

Bottom 
opened with 

a few very 
small 

imperfections 
Very clean 

can, tough as 
a flat. Winner 
paid $100.50 

 

 

1940s BUCKEYE Bock Beer Poster  ����    

This scarce Toledo piece is in off-grade 
condition- featuring Bucky and Billy. . 

Measures 21 by 14 Won at $86.98 

 



 

 

 

 The Gibbons Bock Low Profile Conetop 
(USBC 164-29) is on almost everyone’s list of Holy 
Grail cans. It falls into the category of those cans 
that you have never seen, and most likely will never 
see. Well folks, we’re in the business of making the 
improbable happen, and today you’ll get a peek at 
not just one, but ALL of the known examples of 
this highly sought after can. This is going to be the 
first installment of a series of articles dealing with 
the ultra rare Bock cans, and the stories behind 
them. So, sit back and relax, as we weave a tale of 
three Gibbons Bock beercans. 
 Did I say three? Yes folks, there are three 
known examples. We will picture each one, and 
discuss their individual histories.  

The first one is the only surviving indoor 
example, and has quite a colorful history behind it. 

It currently 
resides in the 
collection of the 
Unknown 
Bockster, as we 
profiled in Issue 
#13, October 
2005 (for those 
of you who are 
keeping score). 
And it has been 
there for quite a long time. The UB bought it through a 
mail auction of Will Anderson’s cans in 1981, as was 
reported in a February 1982 issue of the Beer Cans 
Monthly, the defunct Maverick publication that 
revealed many stories of early cans and collectors. If 
you ever see these old BCM back issues at shows, they 
are usually a buck apiece, and well worth it to get a 
glimpse of way back when. 

 
 
 



 
Anyhow, Will Anderson was a prominent collector 

in the Northeast who amassed a serious collection, as did 
his college roommate, Bob Myers. Will was buying 
collections before it was fashionable, and Will recalls 
buying the Gibbons Bock in 1968 as part of the Joe Allis 
collection. Joe Allis, who ran a New York City bar, 
accumulated a number of collections as an early 
dealer/collector. Will also wrote a number of books on beer 
cans and collecting starting in 1969 and coined the word: 
"Breweriana." Bob Myers and Will Anderson started 
collecting cans together when roommates at Cornell. The 
Will Anderson can remains the only indoor example, and first appeared in Jack Martell’s 
Cone Top Bible, then the USBC. But not this big!  

The Two Dumpers have an interesting story of their own, in that they were found 
separately, by two different collectors, but in the same dump. I’ll defer to Dave Lang’s 
rendition of the story for the details. 

My dumping find of the 1997 season did not come from a dump but rather from a humble 
embankment along the side of a New Hampshire highway within 20 miles of my house. It was at 
the entrance to a dirt road leading to a house well back in the woods which was for sale. I figured 
that potential new owners wouldn't mind if I checked out the embankment with my detector. There 
was obvious evidence of dumping - pull tabs, aluminums and assorted junk but no older stuff 
visible. Pushing the more modern junk aside, I began detecting the area and quickly discovered 
there was plenty of buried stuff although, at first, little of it seemed to be what I was interested in 
finding. I had the time, however, so I kept working and it began to pay off. First, some 1950's flats 
- nothing very exciting but a clue that older cans did reside here. Then a few J-spouts which were 
obviously the common Old Topper Snappy Ales, a few H/P Beverwyck Irish Cream Ale cones and 
three mystery low profile cones which appeared to possibly be salvageable. It was getting late so 
I figured that was enough for one day. 

It took awhile before I got around to cleaning those mystery cones but, when I finally did 
so, the oxalic acid bath revealed the first few cones were Dawson's Pale Ales, a fairly common 
find in my home area. I naturally figured the third would be more of the same - until I noticed that 
the third one had a coppery gold base and a circular label which eliminated another Dawson from 
the possibilities. As the label slowly started to come into focus, the word "GIBBONS" became 
apparent. I didn't consider this to be unusual since Gibbons Ale and, to a more limited extent, 
Gibbons Beer cones are found in New England. I did consider it unusual, however, when the 
circular oval turned out to be light blue rather than the black Ale oval or the red Beer oval. Was it 
some kind of strange fade or wrong color? I continued to be mystified until the words "BOCK 
BEER" began to appear inside the oval. This was a then-unpictured can that I didn't even know 
existed although it has subsequently been pictured in the USBC.  

My can is a far cry from the Gr. 1 example pictured in USBC and, unfortunately, the white 
goats head does not show up well but it's readable and will have to rank as one of my rarest finds 
particularly when considering the circumstances as to how it was found. In addition, it's the first 
Bock cone of any kind in my collection. As you might imagine, I have made several subsequent 
trips to that humble highway embankment but extensive detecting failed to locate any other 
mystery cones. As with so many rare can finds, there was apparently only one Gibbons Bock to 
be found. 

This story, however, has a unique post-script. Several months after my find, I received a 
call from a fellow New England collector, Don Raymond. Don had heard of my find and told me 
that he, also, had been surprised to find a mystery poor condition Gibbons Bock cone in a prior 
year. He gave me the details as to where he had made his find and, without question, it was the 
same “humble highway embankment”. Don had never used a detector so failed to locate the 
more deeply buried can which my detector had found. How strange that this inconspicuous 
embankment, rather than a sizeable dump, should be found to have contained two of the rarest 
cans in the hobby.  

 



 
But The Story Doesn’t End There. Don kept the can for a couple years, and 

then brought it to the Blue/Gray show in 2000. He had it on his table, but I had missed it. 
A TRUE friend of mine came into my room, and told me about the can, which I ran to 
and purchased immediately. Don was having trouble pricing the can, as was I, because of 
its condition. We both thought of a number, and they turned out to be the same, so the 
deal was struck. Don had sprayed the can with clear lacquer, to try to bring out some of 
the color. I’d love to figure out how to strip it to clean it one more time, but I guess some 
things are just best left as they are. I am still proud to be one of the lucky trio to own this 
can. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Lang’s can. You can see the blue oval  Your Humble Editor’s can, the worst 
very plainly, and in person you can easily  of the lot, but it’s still the real deal,  
see the outline of the goat. “Bock Beer” is  and believe it or not, it looks a bit  
very easy to see. A shame these weren’t   better in person than in this photo.  
found years earlier! But by us, of course!   I am still damn proud to have it! 
Since Dave’s was buried, the colors are 
 MUCH better, and no doubt the cover 
 slowed the corrosion.   



 
 
 AS MOST OF YOU KNOW BY NOW, Dave Stark has sold his collection to Dan 

Morean of Breweriana.com. This was a major sale, in that Dave was 
recognized as having one of the top two or three collections in the 
country. He had acquired several collections of early collectors over 
the years, and his collection contained many unique or best known 
examples. I refer to the write-up at the Breweriana.com  website for 
some background on the collection: 

“The Starks began collecting around 1974 when Jane 
Stark learned about beer can collecting in her classroom. 
Jane was an elementary school teacher and became 
interested in the hobby when some students brought in beer 
cans for "show and tell." Jane took a 
sincere interest in her students, began 
researching beer can collecting, and 
soon became a can collector herself. 

Her son, John, and husband, David, soon caught the bug 
and the family began assembling a collection. The Starks 
became experts on beer cans and beer can history. David 
published many articles on the subject. Having earned the 
respect of many collectors in the U.S. and having early 
foresight into the investment quality of beer cans, enabled 
the Starks to acquire many rare and top condition cans from 
the 1970s through this year (2007). The Jim Mercier cone 
top collection and the Ernie Oest beer can collection were 
among the many significant Stark acquisitions. Many of the 
photos in the USBC and Kevin Lilek's instructional book are of actual cans in the 
Stark collection.  

“This is the most important collection ever to become available in the 
history of the hobby. There are about 2800 cans in the collection, including about 
650 cone tops, 100 crowntainers, 1800 flat tops, and many odd sized cans. It's a 
national collection with coast to coast breweries represented. There are many of 
the rarest and highest condition cans known in the hobby. This collection offers 
something for just about every beer can collector. In the past, many of the best 
collections have been mostly absorbed into other top collections. I am very happy 
to be able to make these cans available to the general collecting population. 
Many of you will be able to add one or several wish list can(s) to your collection. 
It's an exciting and historic time in the hobby. The Starks and I hope that the sale 
of this collection will have a positive impact on the hobby and bring a little 
happiness to a lot of collectors.” 

What Dan did not describe separately was the extent of the Bock section of the 
collection. Dave had many significant Bock cans, many of which are no doubt now in the 
hands of some of you reading this. Dan was generous enough to share with me the list of 
all the Bock cans in the collection, which you will now see. So, here we go! 
Book # Brand ST Type Grade 
29-15 Acme Bock CA Flat 1/1+ 
29-16 Acme Bock CA Flat 1/1+ 
31-32 A-One Bock AZ Flat 1 
32-09 
(Actual) Arrow Bock MD Flat 1 



32-28 Atlas Prager Bock IL Flat 1 
34-20 Ballantine Bock Beer NJ Flat 1 
34-21 Ballantine Bock Beer NJ Flat 1/1+ 
34-22 Ballantine Bock Beer NJ Flat 1/1+ 
34-18 Ballantine's Bock NJ Flat A1+ 
39-23 Blatz Bock WI Flat A1+ 
40-05 Bock Brand Beer (Hornell) NY Flat 1 
40-04 Bock Brand Beer (Metropolis) NY Flat 1/1+ 
44-26 Budweiser Bock MO Flat 1/1+ 
48-16 Canadian Ace Bock Beer IL Flat A1+ 
38-10 Carling Black Label Bock MI Flat 1 
38-18 Carling Black Label Bock OH Flat 1 
38-19 Carling Black Label Bock OH Flat A1+ 
53-24 Dawson's CC Bock Beer MA Flat 1/1+ 
113-14 / 674 Doelger (Peter) Bock Beer NJ Flat-OI 1/1+ 
57-07 Drewrys Bock Beer IN Flat 1/1+ 
58-11 Eastside Bock CA Flat 1/1+ 
58-22 Eastside Bock CA Flat 1/1+ 
193-17 Ebling's Bock NY Crowntnr 1/1+ 
59-08 Edelweiss Bock IL Flat A1+ 
L60-40 Esslinge'rs Bock Parti Quiz PA Flat 1 
63-07 Feigenspan Bock NJ Flat 1 
65-09 Fox Deluxe Bock IL Flat A1+ 
65-28 
(Actual) Fox Deluxe Bock WI Flat 1/1+ 
65-37 Fox Head Bock Beer WI Flat 1/1+ 
66-16 Fox Head Bock Beer WI Flat 1/1+ 

66-03 Fox Head Bock Beer (Kingsbury) WI Flat A1+ 
65-38 Fox Head Bock Beer Real Draft WI Flat A1+ 
66-33 Frankenmuth Bock Beer MI Flat A1+ 
67-03 Frankenmuth Bock Beer NY Flat A1+ 
66-34 Frankenmuth Genuine Bock Beer MI Flat 1/1+ 

85-24 
Frankenmuth International Bock 
Beer NY Flat 1/1+ 

68-06 GB Bock Dark CA Flat A1+ 
67-26 GB Bock Silver Maier CA Flat 1 
68-09 GB Dark Bock Beer CA Flat 1/1+ 
71-12 Goebel Bock Beer MI Flat A1+ 
71-13 Goebel Bock Beer MI Flat A1+ 
71-29 Gold Bond Bock OH Flat 1/1+ 
72-23 Golden Brau Bock MA Flat 1/1+ 
76-09 Gretz Bock Beer PA Flat A1+ 
78-31 Gunther Premium Bock Beer MD Flat A1+ 
82-40 Holiday Bock Beer WI Flat A1+ 
83-14 Home Bock (Atlas) IL Flat A1+ 
84-02 / 427 Hornung's Bock PA Flat-OI 1 
84-28 Hull's Bock CT Flat 1/1+ 
84-27 Hull's Bock (White) CT Flat 1/1- 
88-14 Kingsbury Bock WI Flat A1+ 
126-30 Knickerbocker Bock NY Flat 1/1+ 
126-31 Knickerbocker Bock NY Flat 1/1+ 
126-32 Knickerbocker Bock NY Flat A1+ 
90-27 Krueger Bock NJ Flat-OI 2 
90-28 Krueger Bock NJ Flat 1 

 

 

 

 



99-01 Meister Brau Bock IL Flat 1- 
99-02 Meister Brau Bock IL Flat 1/1+ 
99-03 Meister Brau Bock IL Flat 1 
99-04 Meister Brau Bock Real Draft IL Flat 1 
197-01 Michel Bock NY Crowntnr 1/1+ 
102-16 National Bohemian Bock MD Flat A1+ 
102-18 National Bohemian Bock MD Flat 1/1- 
175-10 
(Actual) National Bohemian Bock MD 

Cone-
HP A1+ 

103-21 Nine-O-Five (Bock) IL Flat 1/1+ 
197-17 Oertels Bock KY Crowntnr 1 
104-28 Old Bohemian Bock Beer NJ Flat 1/1+ 
104-15 Old Bohemian Bock (White) MA Flat A1+ 
104-27 Old Bohemian Bock (White) NJ Flat A1+ 
104-14 Old Bohemian Bock Beer MA Flat A1+ 
105-19 Old Crown Bock Beer IN Flat 1/1+ 
105-20 Old Crown Bock Beer IN Flat A1+ 
58-23 Old Tap Bock (Eastside) CA Flat 1/1+ 

664 Pabst Bock WI Flat-OI 2/2+ 
110-21 Pabst Bock IL Flat 1 
110-32 Pabst Bock NJ Flat 1 
112-04 Pabst Bock WI Flat-OI 1/1+ 
112-07 Pabst Bock WI Flat 1 
116-06 Pilsers Bock Beer NY Flat A1+ 
121-12 or 13 Regal Bock CA Flat 1/1- 
121-14 Regal Bock CA Flat 1/1- 
121-15 or 16 Regal Bock CA Flat 1/1- 
121-10 Regal Pale Bock CA Flat A1+ 
124-15 Rheingold Double Bock NY Flat 1 
123-16 Rheingold Genuine Bock NJ Flat 1/1+ 
124-17 Rheingold Genuine Bock NJ Flat 1/1+ 
124-17 Rheingold Genuine Bock NY Flat 1/1+ 
124-18 Rheingold Genuine Bock NY Flat A1+ 
123-18 Rheingold Golden Bock NJ Flat A1+ 
124-19 Rheingold Golden Bock NY Flat A1+ 
124-16 Rheingold Pale Bock Beer NY Flat 1 
125-08 Richbrau Bock VA Flat 1 
126-26 Ruppert Bock NY Flat 1/1+ 
126-29 Ruppert Bock NY Flat 1/1- 
128-22 Schaefer Bock NY Flat 1/1+ 
131-33 Schmidt's Bock PA Flat 1 
131-34 Schmidt's Bock PA Flat 1/1+ 
132-03 Schoenling Bock OH Flat 1- 
132-08 Schwegmann Bock IL Flat 1/1+ 
132-17 Senate Bock DC Flat 1 
132-18 Senate Bock DC Flat 1/1+ 
137-38 Sunshine Bock PA Flat 1/1+ 
139-05 Tivoli Bock Beer CO Flat 1/1+ 
139-36 Trommer's Bock NJ Flat 1 
142-28 Utica Club Bock NY Flat 1/1- 
142-29 Utica Club Bock NY Flat A1+ 
142-31 Valley Brew Bock CA Flat 1/1- 
144-20 Walter's Bock WI Flat 1 

 

 



 
by Steve Armstrong 

 
I hope everybody had a great holiday season.  Santa didn’t leave me any new bock items under the tree but 
thanks to Goatzette editor Jim Bock Romine, we have some new bock coasters to feature here.  This group of 
coasters continues with those bock coasters courtesy of that “Little Brewery” in Shiner, Texas and can be 
found in the Beer Coaster Mania web site.  Check it out at the following address:   
http://members.aol.com/gbarone/index.html.  Once there, follow the “coaster guide” link and you’ll find 
these coasters under the “Texas coaster guide” link within the individual state coaster guide table.   
 
According to American Breweries, II, this brewery opened for business in 1909 under the name of Shiner 
Brewing Association and was located at Boggy Creek and the railroad.  Other names used during pre 
prohibition times included the Home Brewing Co. (1913-1915) and Betzold & Spoetzl (1915-1918).  After 
prohibition ended, the brewery used the Spoetzl name (Spoetzl Brewery & Ice Factory located at 606 East 
Brewery Street, 1933-1934; Spoetzl Brewery, 1934-1966; and Spoetzl Brewery, Inc., 1966-present. 
 
This brewery has produced numerous Shiner Bock 
coasters.  Some look the same but have variations on the 
back side or may just be printed on one side vs. both sides.  
The oldest coaster of this group is the first one pictured to 
the right, the one with the goat breaking through from the 
back side.  This is identified with the following code in the 
above mentioned web based coaster guide, TX-SPO-10.  
This is a 4” double sided coaster with the same image 
printed on both sides. 

 

    
 
The first square Shiner bock coaster is also 4” and 
features 6 different Shiner beer bottles on the front.  
This coaster is double sided and has Enjoy Shiner 
Beers on the other side.  Along the bottom edge of this 
same coaster in fine print is the copyright date of 2005 
and the brewery location, website, and phone number.  
This coaster is identified as TX-SPO-53. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://members.aol.com/gbarone/index.html


 

 
 
 
The Big Bluff Shiner Bock coaster is identified as TX-
SPO-43.  It is 4” in diameter and is printed on both sides.  
The back side is like a poker chip and has the familiar 
Shiner mustache, Shiner Hold’ Em and the number 5 in 
the center.  This coaster also has the 2005 copyright date 
on it.  There are 4 coasters like this, the only difference 
being the “chip value” in the center on the back side and 
the beer bottle. This is the only one of the series to show 
the Bock bottle. 
 

The last coaster for this issue is one that can be used 
for more than just soaking up water/condensation 
from the bottle sitting on it.  Remember back in your 
elementary or maybe junior high school days when 
you folded a piece of paper to make a triangular 
“football” so you could practice your field goal 
kicking on your desk?  I do.  This coaster is just such 
an item.  It is identified as TX-SPO-53.  It is 3.5” 
square, printed on both sides, and is really four 
smaller individual triangular shaped pieces.  The 
back side is printed to resemble the leather of a 
football.  Each of the footballs also has Enjoy Shiner 
Beers printed on it.  On the front side, each 

“football” has a Shiner Beer bottle on it.  Shiner Blonde, Shiner Bock, Shiner Light, and Shiner Hefeweizen 
are featured.  Along the longest edge of each small triangle in fine print is “to make your own table tent 
football tear along the perforated lines.”  Now you can have your own football game at your table or bar 
while watching the big game on the HD TV at your favorite watering hole.  
 
Well, that will do it for this issue.  I know there are a lot more bock beer coasters out there so if you have 
something you would like to see featured in this column, please let me know.  I’d be happy to help you show 
off items from your collection. 
 
Until next time, Happy New Year and think spring and the return of Bock Beer season! 
 
 
 
   
  



 

    “Let The Buyer Beware” 
FOLKS, YOU HAVE TO KNOW about the goings on at 

the eBay auction site. There’s a seller on eBay who has been selling reproduction 
beercans, many of them Bock cans. They are VERY well done, to the point that 
whenever these cans change hands two or three times, some of them could lose their 
“reproduction can” status (I prefer “stigma”), and dupe unsuspecting collectors into 
shelling out big money for worthless, counterfeit beercans. 
 The seller has gone by the name DIRTCHEAPPRODUCTS until recently. There 
has been a concerted effort by many BCCA members to ask this seller to cease the 
creation of these fraudulent cans, but the seller insists that the status of the cans is very 
plainly stated on the auctions (which it is), and that it is harassment to insist that the 
selling of “Fantasy” cans is wrong. 
 Well, if the seller was in the business of creating “fantasy” silver dollars, or 
“fantasy” postage stamps, the federal government would have something strong to say 
about it. This seller has mostly preyed upon labels from long gone breweries, and the one 
exception to that rule has stopped appearing on the auctions. I present that exception. 

Oh, it’s a beautiful can, all right. If Budweiser had ever put this can out in the 30’s, no 
doubt it would have become one of the top “wish list” cans in every Bock collectors’ 
dreams. You look at this can, and you see the insidious nature of the product. It is VERY 
well done. These appear to be painted cans. One of the hallmarks of these cans, as you 
can see in the middle photo, is that the bottom is out of every can offered. Evidently the 
can is placed on a jig of some kind and painted with a computer generated image of some 
kind (my personal guess is dye sublimation. Look it up on the Net for an explanation of 
the process), and you are only limited by your imagination! 
 I find it interesting that three things have happened lately. First, this can, which 
was a staple of this seller’s auctions, doesn’t appear anymore. Has AB sent him a letter? 
Second, the seller has begun to protect the photos on the auctions, which is why this is 
the only can featured in this article. Third, and most important, the seller has changed 
names. Now you must watch out for bogus cans from DITTO CANS. Please help spread 
the word about the proliferation of these patently non-collectable items. 



BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE     

OF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTH    
 

 
 
 

This Month’s 
Goatmate is a German 
piece from the 1930’s 
era.  I never feature 
foreign Bock items, 
except here in the 
GOATMATE column, it 
seems. 

Don’t ask me what 
it is about this 
androgynous goat that 
grabs my attention, but 
just like a car wreck, I 
can’t look away.  

I give up trying to 
discern the gender of 
this aproned hybrid.  
The sag in the upper 
half of the apron 
suggests one thing, 
while the hands and 
arms would lead you in 
the other direction. 

Either way, you 
have to approve of its 
choice of beverage.  I 
wish the watering hole I 
frequent served their 
beer in glasses that 
size!  So let’s say that 
the keg and frothy 
vessel are the true 
pinups in this month’s 
edition. 

 
 
 
 

You can have your Goatmate grace this page.  Please send your person al vision of BOCK Beer 
loveliness in to the GOATZETTE Editor. 



 
 

It’s Here!!!!! 
  It’s Here!!!!! 
   Yeah!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
Jim Romine 
1316 Gormly Cir 
Sanford, NC 27330 
 
 
 

       
 

 


