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Here we have the very first 
“Booze It and Lose It” campaign. 
You can see that the original 
meaning has been lost in the mists 
of time! 

This is a treasured family 
photo of my Grandfather and my 
Great-Grandfather engaging in an 
old family tradition, the FIRST 
BEER BUZZ. As handed down 
through the generations, the father 
would get the son snockered on a 
good, malty, Bock Beer the first 
Spring after he turned 18. Here they 
are, drinking bottles of Mountain 
State Bock Beer, from the 
Mountain State Brewery, 
Clarksburg, W. Va. 

After several rounds of 
“Booze It”, the young sprout would 
invariably “Lose It”. This was 
supposed to teach the value of 
moderation. Somehow, though, 
when it came to be my turn, either 

the teacher wasn’t fully versed on the subject matter, or the student had been doing more 
outside study than usual. Either way, the result is Yours Truly. 

 
WE’RE ON THE HOME STRETCH  to our first Anniversary! Ain’t it cool? 

This time last year, we were just a gleam in our own eyes. Now, as you can see in the 
Roster Update, we’re 77 members strong, and here you hold our 4th issue of the 
GOATZETTE. And Canvention is just around the corner!  

Speaking of Canvention, we will be having our Chapter Meeting early  Thursday 
evening,  before Micro Night gets started! Lots to do there; we will be electing a new 
slate of Officers (Think about it. Here’s your chance to be the Head Goat of the herd), 
getting acquainted with each other, and establishing ourselves in the Chapter community. 
Please plan to attend! I know Jerry has a few things he wants to throw out to you folks, 
like a Chapter Display at the next Canvention. Come make yourself heard. 

I’d like to ask for everyone to look at doing three, just three, things at the show. 
 #1, please help out at the Chapter Table. We’ll be doing Renewals, T-shirt sales, 

new member signups, and (hopefully) a raffle. Anybody take that hint? We could really 
use some raffle items!  

#2, Since we have our first real Chapter meeting Thursday, would everyone 
please wear your colors (Merry Bocksters T-Shirts) on Thursday. Oh, you don’t have a 
shirt? They will be available at the Chapter Table Thursday! No Problem! Let’s make a 
showing! I’m thinking Cover Photo of a sea of orange in the October issue! 

THE EDITOR’S SOAPBOX PAGE (s) 



#3, Anytime someone comes to your trade table, looking at Bock stuff, introduce 
yourself and give an unsolicited testimonial for the Chapter. Send ‘em to the table for 
signups! 

Now, as for THIS issue, we have several things I gotta talk about. We have had 
several members who joined after the first issue went out. I have been asked multiple 
times for back issues. Fact is, I just don’t have any. This Lo-Tech publishing juggernaut 
consists of my home PC and a couple printers. I just can’t go back and make copies for 
everyone. BUT (there’s always a but showing itself) I have a solution.  I can make you a 
CD of missed back issues if you joined later in the year. THIS IS  A ONE TIME 
OFFER! After renewals at Canvention, folks will just have to join up and start getting 
this little rag. So, if you have joined in midstream, and want the missed back issues, 
please let me know ASAP (before I leave on Labor Day Monday for Canvention), and I 
will burn you copies of your missed issues on a CD and bring them to Pittsburgh. If you 
need them mailed, get in touch and we’ll work something out. Can I be any fairer than 
that?  

We’ve got a grand issue here, with several contributors sending in some stuff I 
think will be interesting to all. I can’t stress enough that this is YOUR magazine, and I’d 
still like to get a more steady stream of contributions coming in. We have ways of 
making you talk! Quit holding out, and send in your articles on anything; weird Bock go- 
withs, your prize can/bottles/signs/etc. I still need feedback on the Esslinger Parti-Quiz 
Bock cans you have. I NEED GOATMATES! It would be great to see an article on trays, 
or bottle caps, or tap knobs. Steve Gordon sent in a thought provoking piece on why he 
likes the Bock stuff- what keeps you interested?  

I’ve begun, with this issue, to publish a composite of all the Bock cans out there. 
We started with the Instructionals (thanks to Kevin Lilek). Over the next few issues, 
you’ll see the cones, flats, and tabs. Any info to help make this as accurate and complete 
as possible would be gratefully accepted. I could really use some help on zips, Ballantine, 
Regal, Rheingold, and Meister Brau cans. There are some oddballs in those brands! 
Never mind the one-of-a-kinds nobody has seen! How about test cans? 

I would also like to do an article on fakes. There are several around, and I need 
photos and stories of how you found them. That would be fun reading! As I said last 
month, we haven’t really touched to micro scene. I was blessed to be given a case of a 
Maibock from Weeping Radish that delights me. Thanks Matt! There are some great 
glasses, tap knobs, and labels around. And let’s not forget the beer itself. Who doesn’t 
like a drinking story! Catch me on a late evening at a show, and I have a good one about 
my wife’s first beer show (Blue/Gray) and her over exposure to Genesee Bock in cans! 

Deadline for the next issue (The Canvention Special) will be October 1, with a 
mail date of 10/15. PLEASE, anyone who brings a camera to Pittsburgh, send me copies 
of everything fit to print in a dysfunctional family PUBlication like this one. Shots of the 
Chapter meeting, trade floor, the Chapter Table, and any of Bock collecting’s finest in 
thought provoking poses (whether intentional or not). I can use digital or hard copies, and 
will return the hard copies if needed. They shouldn’t be mutilated too badly. 

Travel safe, and bring all that good extra Bock stuff you have lying in the corners. 
I’ll be driving, so I have lots of room! See you there! 

 
 
 

  



PRESY SAYSPRESY SAYSPRESY SAYSPRESY SAYS    
    

Greetings Goat Lovers:  Hope you are having a great summer of 
local shows, dumping, e-bay and whatever else you're doing to enjoy our 
hobby.  I certainly hope you are enjoying the copies of the GOATZETTE  
you have received.  Jim is doing an unbelievable job!  I was at the St. Louis 
Swap-A-Rama show and national BCCA board meeting a few weeks ago 
and believe me Bocksters, we are on the map!  My guess is an award for the 
newsletter at the banquet in Pittsburgh this fall - hope you all can be there - I 
will be. (Editors note: Thanks for the kind words – but don’t jinx it!) 

 Speaking of Pittsburgh, we could use some help running our chapter 
table outside the trade floor.  If you're going to be there, give an hour of your 
time to help run our table, let Dave Reed or myself know - we appreciate all 
the help we can get.  Hope to see you all in Pittsburgh, and please come to 
the meeting. We'll be talking about a dynamite chapter display for Michigan.  

Have a great summer, see you in Pittsburgh!  
 Jerry Trowbridge 

 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS – GET TO KNOW THEM ALL! 
They probably have great stuff to trade! 

 
 
 

M
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 #
 

Name Address City S
ta

te
 

Zip 
Code Phone  eMail 

BCCA 
# 

74 
Kevin 
Beale 1 Candy Lane 

Orchard 
Park  NY 14127   kbsoccer66@aol.com   

75 
John 
Turner 

1146 E Ridgeway 
Ave Waterloo IA 50702 

319-232-
8043     

76 
Beer Dave 
Gausepohl 

3488 Ridgewood 
Drive Erlanger KY 41018 

859-371-
4415 beerdave@fuse.net 22473 

77 
John 
Kottemann 

1027 Scenic 
Oaks Ct Imperial MO 63052 

636-464-
1027 jkottocans@aol.com 20507 
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BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE     

OF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTH    
 

Long blond hair, 
great smile, long 
legs. And the girl 
looks good, too! 
A nice pair of 
lasses, enjoying 
the fruits of the 
Brewmaster’s 
Art.  
This beautiful 
piece was 
offered on eBay 
a while back. I 
contacted the 
owner, a very 
nice guy, (he 
sent me this nice 
quality photo so 
we could enjoy 
his find) and he 
said it appeared 
to be an 
unfinished 
artist’s proof. 
Witness the 
partially filled in 
“Milwaukee”. I 
have since seen 
a version of the 
sign with the 
Milwaukee 
complete. Either 
way, Goatic 
beauty at its 
best! 

 
You can have 

your Goatmate 
grace this page.  

Please send your 
personal vision 

of loveliness into 
the GOATZETTE 

Editor.  



                                                

 

An At – Large Chapter Of The 
Beer Can Collectors of America 

 

Name _________________________________________  BCCA #  ____________ 
 

 

Address 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________ State_______ Zip ___________ 
 
Phone ____________________ e-Mail ___________________________________ 
 
Specific Bock Interests ____________________________________________ 
 
To Join or Renew, please send $10, payable to Merry Bocksters, to: 
Merry Bocksters 
c/o Jim Romine 
1316 Gormly Circle 
Sanford NC 27330 
Memberships are good for the calendar year. 
New member dues paid at Canvention carry through the next full calendar year. 
 

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 

• 4 Issues per year of the Merry Bocksters Goatzette 
• News on Bock finds, variations, collections, and shows! 

• A copy of the Chapter Roster of other Bock collectors 
• Admission to the Annual Chapter Meeting 
• A chance to get cool Merry Bockster   T - shirts and stuff! 

  
 



 
 

It’s Here!!!!! 
  It’s Here!!!!! 
   Yeah!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
Jim Romine 
1316 Gormly Cir 
Sanford, NC 27330 
 
 
 

       
 

 



Bill Norton’s 
Beauties 

Bill has sent in several photos of his Bock lithos that just have to be 
seen by the masses. It just plain wouldn’t be fair to NOT share the sights with 
all you fellow goat-crazed obsessives. I’d have a hard time understanding if you 
held out on me! 
 Here’s an example of Bill’s good taste. 
It’s a German Bock litho from the 50’s  
featuring your average built middle aged 
German, contemplating the  intricacies of 
the flavor of a Bergbrau Bock Beer. You’ll 
notice that the goat in the wall hanging is 
trying his best to stick his tongue into that 
tempting mug of bliss! A classic. 

 Talk about a killer! How 
much more macho could a Bock 
Beer advertisement be? Shame they 
didn’t show this guy in a full 
profile. This has to be the Fabio of 
goatdom. I’ll bet there are 
Harlequin romance novels 
circulating about the goat barns of 
America as we speak, with this 
studly hunk as the main character. 
My best guess is this is a late 



1930’s,  early 1940’s poster. I give it a 9.7. 
Now for the “twins”. Bill shares with us a pair of lithos that both 

feature the same stock goat. I have a soft spot for these stock posters, which 
were everywhere from Repeal through the 50’s. A nice pair, don’t you think?  

 
 Obviously, these are the same goat, used in the same stock layout, with the 
individual brewery information added at the top. You’ll notice that the Grain 
Belt piece has the United Brewer’s Industrial Foundation symbol (Just above 
the goat’s head). That dates the litho to the late 30’s to early 40’s. Definitely 
Pre-War era. The Brunswick sign must be near the same time frame, but maybe 
they just didn’t belong to the UBIF? Anyone know? 
 The Brunswick piece was the more expensive of the two to produce, though, 
as it has true 4 color lithography, as opposed to the 2 color process (black and 
red) used on the Grain Belt version. I wonder if that is a reflection of the 
relative prosperity of the breweries? Or is it more a reflection of the times (the 
Grain Belt litho being printed shortly after Repeal)? Either way, a gorgeous pair 
of signs.  

Bill, we all wish these were on our walls!  



 



Bock in the Rockies 
By  

Steve Armstrong, BCCA #26414 
 
The bock labels featured in this issue’s column come from the old Butte Brewery in Butte, Montana. 
 
The Butte Brewery opened for business in 1885 under the watchful eye of Henry Muntzer.  Butte was a 
rough and tumble mining town located on the “richest hill on earth.”  Numerous underground mines were 
located in and around the growing town of Butte and eventually, the Berkley Pit arose and swallowed up 
many portions of uptown Butte.  Today, many headframes for transporting men and equipment down into the 
earth to mine precious metals such as gold, silver, and copper, stand as silent reminders to Butte’s history 
and development as one of the significant mining areas in Montana history. 
 
The Butte Brewery changed its name in 1899 to the Butte Brewing Company.  Its name changed again in 
1960 to the Butte Brewing Corporation.  Like many breweries across the country, Butte closed during 
prohibition only to reopen in 1933 with repeal.  The brewery would survive another 30 years before closing 
its doors for good in 1963.  
   
The first bock label is a stock design that at least one other Montana brewery used (Kessler in Helena).  This 
design was also used by other breweries across the country.  This stock label is for a 12 ounce IRTP bottle 
and dates to the mid 1930s (it has the Butte Brewing Permit number of U-1206).  The next two labels date to 
the early 1960s as they have the Butte Brewing Corporation name on them.  Both are for 12 ounce bottles 
and also have 4% alcohol statements along the left side.  The “black” bock label is relatively common 
compared to the “red” bock label.  I have not seen matching bock neck labels for any of these labels.  A 
generic “BOCK” label was used for bock beer using a non-bock body label however in the 1950s. 
 

 

 



 BOCK LID CANS    

No.    Name    Brewery    City Location USBC # 

1   Armenetti Premium 2 sided   Gold Brau Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 31-39 

2   Bavarian Club Premium   Huber Brewing Co.   Monroe, WI. 35-9 

3   Blatz   Blatz Brewing Co.   Milwaukee, WI. 39-18 

4   Bohemian Club   Bohemian Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 40-21 

5   Bohemian Club 2 sided   Bohemian Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 40-21 

6   Bohemian Club 1 sided   Bohemian Brewing Co.   Joliet, IL. 40-23 

7   Bohemian Club 1 sided   Bohemian Brewing Co.   Joliet, IL. 40-23 

8   Bosch   Bosch Brewing Co.   Houghton, WI. 40-38 

9   Bosch   Bosch Brewing Co.   Houghton, WI. 40-39 

10   Bosch   Bosch Brewing Co.   Houghton, WI. 40-40 

11   Braumeister Pilsner   Independant Milw. Brew.   Sheboygan, WI. 41-16 

12   Burgermeister Premium   Warsaw Brew. Corp.   Warsaw, IL. 46-7 

13   Connecticut Yankee   Harvard Brewing Co.   Lowell, MA. 51-7 

14   Fox Deluxe Waukesha   Peter Fox Brewing Co.   Waukesha, WI. 65-26 

15   Gettelman   A.Gettelman Brewing   Milwaukee, WI. 69-4 

16   Gipps Amberlin   Gipps Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 69-39 

17   Gipps Amberlin   Gipps Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 69-40 

18   Gold Brau   Canadian Ace Brewing   Chicago, IL. NL 

19   Gold Brau   Gold Brau Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 71-30 

20   Golden Brau Premium   Harvard Brewing Co.   Lowell, MA. 72-22 

21   Golden Brew   Diamond Springs Brew.   Lawrence, MA. 72-31 

22   Hi Brau   Huber Brewing Co.   Monroe, WI. 81-38 

23   Hi Brau Premium  (Metlc.)   Huber Brewing Co.   Monroe, WI. 82-1 

24   Hillmans Export   Best Brewing Corp.   Chicago, IL. 82-17 

25   Hillmans Superb   United States Brewing   Chicago, IL. 82-20 

26   Huber Premium   Huber Brewing Co.   Monroe, WI. 84-9 

27   Katz Premium   Best Brewing Corp.   Chicago, IL. 87-6 

28   Katz Premium   Schoenhofen-Edelweiss   Chicago, IL. 87-7 

29   KC's Best   Atlantic Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 87-6 

30   KC's Best   Empire Brewing Corp.   Chicago, IL. 87-6 

31   Kellers Holiday   Holiday  Brewing Co.   Potosi, WI. 82-38 

32   Monarch   Monarch  Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 100-19 

33   Nine O' Five Premium   Drewerys Limited   South Bend, IN. 103-28 

34   Nine O' Five Premium   Drewerys Limited   South Bend, IN. 103-29 

35   Old Timer's   West Bend  Brewing Co.   West Bend, WI. 108-29 

36   Schwegmann Brothers 2 
sided 

  Gold Brau Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 132-6 

37   Schwegmann Brothers 2 
sided 

  Gold Brau Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 132-7 

38   Tavern Pale   Atlantic Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 138-17 

39   Three Thirty Three Pilsner   Gold Brau Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 138-30 

40   Three Thirty Three Pilsner 
1 S. 

  Gold Brau Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 138-30 

41   Three Thirty Three Pilsner 
1 S. 

  Gold Brau Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 138-31 



42   Tivoli Western Premium   Tivoli Union Brewing   Denver, CO. 138-35 

43   Van Merrit   Van Merrit Brewing Co.   Chicago, IL. 143-19 

44   Van Merrit   Van Merrit Brewing Co.   Joliet, IL. 143-21 

     

   BOCK/B   " BOCK " in Block letters, 
written in Black. 

  

   BOCK BEER/B   " BOCK BEER " in Block 
letters, written in Black. 

  

   BOCK BEER/R   " BOCK BEER " in Block 
letters, written in Red. 

  

   BOCK BEER/G   " BOCK BEER " in Block 
letters, with a Goat in 
between. 

  

     
 DID NOT RECEIVE FOX 

HEAD YET TO LET YOU 
KNOW 1 OR 2 SIDED 

   

     
 



Coasting with Goats 
By 

Steve Armstrong, BCCA #26414 
 
 

Hello fellow Merry Bocksters!  Welcome to the second edition of this column.  This 
issue will feature more old bock beer coasters but first, I have an update on the Eichler’s bock 
coaster from the last issue, pictured on the left below.  I recently added a second Eichler’s 
bock coaster to my collection (below right).  The size and design are the same as that pictured 
before however there appears to be a manufacturing change.   

The previous coaster has “Made in Austria” stamped on the back while the new one I 
recently acquired has no printing on the back side.  A noticeable difference can also be seen 
on the front side as well.  The goat and barrel on the previously pictured coaster is a light 
brown color and there is a dimpling to the surface of the entire coaster.  The other coaster does 
not have the dimpling and the color of the goat and barrel is much darker, a dark brown with a 
heavy outline around the goat.  The printing technique is also different.  The light brown 
coaster has what appears to be, more or less, horizontal or vertical lines of color while the 
dark brown version seems to be printed like a newspaper photograph, small little dots of color. 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 



This column features two older Ortlieb’s Lager Beer Bock Ale coasters.  The bock 
coasters are pictured below.  These coasters can also be viewed on the Beer Coaster Mania 
web site (http://members.aol.com/gbarone/index.html, then click on Coaster Guides).  The 
Pennsylvania beer coaster guides have been developed by two collectors, Len Rosol and Phil 
Wood.  Both use similar identification codes for these coasters and both are listed for each 
coaster pictured below. 

 
  
 

    
Ortlieb’s Bock:  Len Rosol uses:  ORT003 (4.25 1/0)    ORT004 
 
Phil Wood uses:  pa-ort003 (without the printer bug above Market)  pa-ort004 
      Pa-ort003A (with printer bug above Market) 
 

The Henry F. Ortlieb Brewing Company was located in Philadelphia, PA and  was 
in operation from 1899-1920 and again between 1933-1944, according to American 
Breweris II. The US Beer Coaster Guide by Thomas Byrne (1980) has the "natural" color 
coaster (without the printer bug above  
Market) pictured as coaster number 730. Byrne dates these coasters to the 1940s. This 
coaster is pictured in an Absorbo Beer Pad Company ad that is in the October, 1936 issue 
of the Modern Brewer magazine.  

So, it would appear that this coaster is a little older than Byrne originally thought. 
The price guide that came with Byrne's publication valued these coasters at $2-$4 each. I 
don't ever recall seeing one of these coasters on ebay, and I'm sure the going price for a 
good condition version would be several times the 1980 value. 

http://members.aol.com/gbarone/index.html


HEY, HOW ABOUT THAT! 
  
 

Here we go with another installment of HHAT. I hope you’re enjoying these. 
We present, for your viewing pleasure, two versions of the same Bock beer can with 
a subtle, and probably largely unknown, difference. 
 This pair, brought to you by Bockster Robert Fondren, reveals a fairly common Bock 
can with a variation in its closet you might not have ever seen. 

 

These Old Bohemian flats to the 
left are identical on the front 
panel. Bet you think you’re 
you’re seeing  examples of  
USBC # 104-15 and 104-27, 
from Harvard and Eastern, 
right? 
WRONGO! HOO HOO! Look 
below at the closeup of the back 
of the cans! The can on the left 
is from Eastern BEVERAGE 
Corp, and the can on the right is 
from Eastern BREWING Corp.! 
 Great snag, Robert. 
Thanks for sharing it with us 
all! 

 
 
You 
could 
have 
your 
HHAT 
shown 
on this 
page. 
Send in 
yours to 
the 
Editor, 
and be 
nearly 
famous! 

 
 
 

  



“P.C.”  BOCK 
BEERS 

 
 No, folks, don’t despair. This isn’t a treatise on the state of affairs in the 
“Politically Correct” world. The “P.C.” refers to PAUL CHAPPIE. Paul has sent in 
quite a batch of stuff, so it’s time to sort some of it out for your viewing pleasure. 
HERE WE GO! 

 First, to the left, we have a Meister Brau 
can that looks to be fairly routine. It appears to 
be the 3 labeled tabtop can called out as  #1736 
in the old Beer Can Bible, and # 94-6 in the 
Beer Cans Unlimited. BUT, it isn’t. It is a 
flattop can! Everything else is the same as the 
tab. I wonder if this was a PX (Post Exchange) 
can from the Army. They have been known to 
specify flats well after the advent of tab tops, in 
order to avoid the trash of tabs lying about on 
an Army base. 
 

 Here’s a goodie! After the 
Bock Lid article appeared here in 
the GOATZETTE, “PC” sent in 
this photo of two Bohemian Club 
variations with an undocumented 
RED lid notation! Both of these 
cans had been noted as being 



available with BOCK BEER lids, but in Black print. Good catch! 
 

Here you see two variations of the Blatz Bock can from Peoria Heights, 
Illinois. “PC” originally sent me the cans as two separate photos, and I was 
skeptical about whether they were in fact different cans. Then he sent in the upper 
photo, showing them side by side. You can see that the left can has the darker, 
richer color of the older flats, and the right can has the lighter, more pale cream 
coloration of the transition and early tab top Blatz cans.  
 “PC” also sent in the close-up of the side panels. I hope you can see that the 
left can has the CCC logo, and the right can adds the 77 can plant ID beside the 



CCC. Definitely two different can runs! Thanks for the  detective work, Paul! 



“PHANTOM” Bock Beer Update 
 

Since the original list came out in the second GOATZETTE issue, I’ve received 
more responses to that article than anything else that’s appeared.  I appreciate all the 
input I’ve gotten! Given that, I felt compelled to publish an update to the original list. 
There have been another ten cans added, plus the info appearing elsewhere in this issue  
that shows another variation of the lid stamp! Thanks to all for their help here! 

If you look this list and the original over, and find that you have a can not yet 
listed, by all means let your humble Editor know. I intend to publish updated complete 
lists annually (or so), but you need this info before we all head to Canvention! 
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1 
333 Pilsener 

Brand B 
Gold Brau 

Brewing Co  Chicago Ill 
12-1-

F nl nl 138-31 
Bock 
Beer   

2 
Armanetti 
Premium B 

Gold Brau 
Brewing Co  Chicago Ill 

12-2-
F nl 101 31-39 Bock T 

3 
Armanetti's 

Holiday B 
Holiday 

Brewing Co  Potosi Wi 
12-2-

F nl 1340 82-37 Bock   

4 Bosch B 
Bosch 

Brewing Co  
Houghton 
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12-1-
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Peter Fox 
Brewing 

Co. 
Waukesha 

WI 
12-2-

F nl nl 65-26 Bock T 

7 Fox Head 400  B 
Fox Head 

Brewing Co  
Waukesha 

WI 
12-2-

F 69-34 925 66-12 
Bock 
Beer T 

8 Hensler B 

Hensler 
Brewing 

Co. Newark NJ  
12-2-

F 81-13 1307 81-30 
Bock 
Beer T 

9 Schwegmann B 
Gold Brau 

Brewing Co  Chicago Ill 
12-2-

F 
117-
18 2641 132-6 Bock T 

10 Schwegmann B 
Gold Brau 

Brewing Co  Chicago Ill 
12-2-

F 
117-
17 nl 132-7 Bock T 

 
 
This makes a grand total of 56 different cans available with BOCK or 

BOCK BEER lids! Add in the variations that have been found (same cans 
with either red or black stamps, or with BOCK or BOCK BEER stamps), 
and there are around 70 different cans out there! 

I have found it pretty interesting that after the article appeared, the 
price of “Phantom” Bock cans shot up considerably on eBay. Some several 
somebody’s are getting into them! Send in photos of your accumulations to 
share with your fellow BOCKSTERS! 



Runnin’ With The Joe 

Pacz 
Photos by Joe Paczkowski, MB# 50 

 
 Your humble Editor saw Joe Pac  at the Harrisburg PA show this spring, and 
naturally the conversation turned to Bockeous topics. As we were enjoying the splendid 
products of the Appalachian Brewing Company, Joe mentioned the Schoenling label 
permit story that appeared in these pages.  

 He 
said that a 
friend of his 
(I think I 
have this 
right) 
obtained a 
permit 
application 
from a fellow 
who got into 
the Adam 
Scheidt 
Brewery 
after it 
closed. He 
found it in 
the archives, 
and sold it to 
this lucky 
fellow. So, 
for the first 
time 
anywhere 
outside his 
home,  you 
see his 
booty! 

Yes, 
good people, 
this fella got 
his mitts on 
an IRTP 
Bock flattop 
Beercan 
application! 
Incedible to 
see that this 
application, 
dogeared as 



it is,managed to survive!  
 
AH, but the best is yet to be seen! 
Yes, indeedy, the unrolled sample can was still with the permit application! So, 

the owner has a unique piece of Bock Beer and Adam Scheidt history, plus may well 
have on of  the best known examples of this can, which is shown in the USBC as 143-6.  

Yes, I know the photos are sideways! They can be bigger that way! If your spouse 
sees you looking at this magazine sideways, just show her these aren’t pinups!  

 



BEAUTIFUL!!! Thanks, Joe! 
 



THE BIGBIGBIGBIG DOGS (GOATS) 
INSTRUCTIONALINSTRUCTIONALINSTRUCTIONALINSTRUCTIONAL BOCK CANS 

 
 The main source for this article is a non-Bockster, Kevin Lilek. For those of you not 
familiar with Kevin and his project (his life’s work for the past few years), Kevin has been 
traveling the country, photographing every variation he can find, with the goal of publishing the 
definitive OI (Opening Instruction) beer can book. He is in the final stages of it now, and the last 
I heard, the book may go to the publisher by late this year. 
 The book itself will be a pictorial extravaganza. Every individual can will have its own 
page, and will show the front and both sides of the seam in large color photos. It will be a 
quantum leap in the scholarship of this branch of our hobby. 
 Kevin has graciously allowed Your Editor to have a copy of his master list of the OI 
Bock cans. I have reprinted it here with his permission, hoping for two things; 

1) If you have any corrections, or additions, to the list, Kevin wants them badly, and  
2) If you think you may have one of the cans in the list in SUPER shape, he would like to 

photograph it for the book. His goal is to picture the absolute best example of every can. 
Please don’t limit yourself to Bocks, either. He would be glad to hear of any OI variation that he 
hasn’t yet documented. If you have an oddity, please get in touch with him. He’s a great guy, 
who’s very determined to get it right the first time. 
 So, here’s a couple photos to get you salivating, and on the next page is the list. You’ll 
see that he’s put a ton of time and scholarship into this. We are very grateful for the chance to 
share this info. Hat’s off to you, Kevin. Great job! 

  
   A pair of Manhattan Bocks, with                                          A Trommer’s Bock duo,showing 
different instructional panel designs                                          the two different fonts used, the 
on the back. Courtesy of Ed                                                         straight and the “flared” M’s. 
            Scoglietti. 
 
 
 
 



THE�BOCKTOON�
�

By�Andy Galamba 

 



The Gospel According to Rich 
Here’s an interesting trip back in time, courtesy of our own Rich La Susa.  Rich wrote 

this article for the Chicago Tribune waaaay back in 1975, BEFORE the Microbrewery 
movement gained steam and took over the production of more potent and obscure beer varieties, 
like our beloved Bock. This is a look back at the way it was, and thankfully isn’t any more! So 
read and enjoy, bearing in mind the timeframe. These are the good old days! Did I just quote 
Carly Simon? WOW, time for a beer! 



Why Bock? 
Steve Gordon 

` 
 I've been thinking for a while what a good article would be to write for my fellow 
bocksters to read.  Since you guys undoubtedly know more than me it would be really 
difficult to dazzle you with some BS story about why XYZ can is actually rarer than ABC 
can, or why some brand was certainly distributed in BOCK even though no known 
example exists.  I could try to talk about what state has the toughest bock cans, the rarest, 
or the prettiest (translation: BIGGEST GOATS).  What could I possibly tell you guys that 
you don't already know? 
 
 It is this reason why I decided to take a different approach to my first attempt at 
goat-related writing ... the brief and uninteresting story of why I like and collect bock (cans 
mostly, although I can tell I'm going to have to branch out if I want to keep picking up 
items at less than insane prices).  I got hooked on bock for couple of  reasons: a strange 
obsession with Bible # 1606 and 2213, and a Capital City Chapter dump trip (around 
1982). 
 
 For those of you who've tossed their Beer Can Collector's Bible and opted for the 
BCU or USBC, you have no idea what 2 cans I'm referring to above.  Well, 1606 is 
Krueger Bock OI (USBC 90-26) and 2213 is the Peter Doelger Bock can (113-14).  LOOK 
AT THOSE GOATS!  They're huge ... they're manly ... they're so damn cool!  Now, 
honestly, I'm not one to play favorites, but those are just some sweet looking animals.  You 
can have your dogs, cats, guinea pigs, ferrets, hamsters, goldfish, whatever ... just give me 
one of those beautiful goats!  I think I was a little scared of them when I first saw them, but 
they just grow on you.  The more you stare at those cans the more you want them (I still 
have neither one in the collection).  There are some other "Big" goat cans you'll see, but 
those 2 have always been my dream cans.  I hope to someday dump one, and being on the 
east coast I figure I've got a small chance (heck, I'd even settle for a Feigenspan Bock or a 
Neuweilers Bock)! 
 
 Now that I'm on the topic of dumping, I'll tell you what also solidified my interest 
in bock cans.  It was on that chapter dumping trip (with Ray Johnson, Jim Dixon, and Jeff 
Bentley) that I found my first bock flat: Gunther.  It was nothing special really, just the 
common can that graces the shelf of almost every other bock can collector on the planet.  
What did it for me was now knowing that I could find bock cans.  They didn't only exist in 
books.  They were really out there waiting to be found.  I still have that Gunther bock can 
on the shelf.  I have had so many times where I could have upgraded it ... NOPE - I'm not 
gonna do it!  That can will stay on my shelf forever (or until I die, whichever comes first).  
If I ever dump a Grade 1 example, it will sit on the shelf right next to the slightly rusty and 
dented can I found over 20 years ago. 
 
 You read this far and you're still awake?  Wow, you really are a Bock beer 
fan(atic)! 
 
  Looking to get rid of your spare 12 oz. bock flats (or OI, WF, or 
DC/MD/VA area flats)?  Email steve@beercanman.com or call 301-996-4666.  I'd be 
happy to buy or trade for cans I need (which is almost all of them)! 


