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Greetings Bock Enthusiasts: 
  
Finally, Spring is here, and we all anxiously look forward to a busy season of 
adding new treasures to our collections and renewing friendships with collectors 
throughout the country.   
  
After attending the Blue-Gray Show and the "Luck of the Irish" Show, I got to 
thinking about our hobby and how many great shows have been put on, by 
committed volunteer members, for so many years. Both of these shows have 
been held consecutively for over 25 years. In addition, the Buckeye Chapter 
Show celebrated their 30th anniversary in March. The Miami Valley Chapter will 
be celebrating our 30th anniversary of the Ohio Mini-Canvention & Breweriana 
Show this July 9th & 10th. I'm sure that there are many other shows that have 
been held for an equal number of years. What a testament it is to this hobby and 
the members involved in putting on the shows and keeping the hobby thriving.  
 
However, with the internet and eBay now involved in the hobby, our local shows 
are under fire. Attendance has dwindled at some shows.  The quality of the cans 
and breweriana has been affected and some shows have ceased to exist.  It is 
important for the future of this hobby for all of us to participate and be involved in 
the hobby, not just sit in front of a computer screen and outbid someone.  
 
Our hobby has always been about the personal relationships established by 
making new friends at local shows.  Get out and attend as many shows as you 
can this spring and summer.  Invite a friend that may be interested in the hobby 
or a closet collector that is not a member yet.  I recently invited a co-worker to a 
show after finding out that he was interested in Wooden Shoe and Cincinnati 
breweriana. He now is a "new" member of the BCCA.  Think what would happen 
if each of us got one new member to renew join the club, or renew and old 
membership.  Heck, the magazine itself is worth at least $25.00 a year.  
 
 John Kennedy had a famous line in a 1961 speech that I would like to revise and 
change. The question is this: 
 ASK NOT WHAT THIS HOBBY CAN DO FOR YOU,  BUT  WHAT YOU CAN 
DO FOR OUR HOBBY! 
  
Happy Collecting! 
  
Dave 
 



 
 
 
 
 

By Bob Porter 

 
Founded in 1860, C. Schmidt & Sons was a leading Pennsylvania brewer for most of its 

existence. Schmidt’s was an early proponent of canning, and started putting its brews in cans in 
the late 1930’s. Bock was canned within a few years, but the existence of the very first can is still 
unconfirmed. 

Rumor has it that the first Schmidt’s Bock can is a J-spout cone produced by Crown Cork 
& Seal. But when comparing facts, this can may not have been produced. Most people when 
confirming the existence of this can refer to a Schmidt’s publicity photo of several cans and 
bottles spread out on a bar in the brewery’s hospitality suite. The photo was taken sometime in 
the 40’s or 50’s and features several pre-war can variations along with matching bottles. While 
the photo does include J-spout and Crowntainer cans, the bock J-spout is not pictured in the line 
up. Years ago someone showed me a copy of a newspaper ad that featured a J-spout bock, but it 
was a line drawing, not a photo. 

All Schmidt’s Bock cans carry a copyright date of 1939. When comparing the copyright 
dates on other Philadelphia brewers’ bock cans of the same era, the copyright date always seems 
to be the year before the beer’s actual introduction. This makes sense, because bock was released 
in the spring, so design work for the packaging would have been started several months in 
advance of the beers introduction. This would put the Schmidt’s Bock debut in the spring of 
1940. Schmidt’s was the first user of Crown’s new Crowntainer can, introduced in the fall of 
1939. By 1940, Schmidt’s was using the Crowntainer exclusively for its 12 oz can production. I 
have a book put out by the brewery in 1940, which features several photos of the canning lines, 
along with line drawings of some cans. All the photos and drawings feature only Crowntainers. 
The ad probably used artwork that was drawn up by Crown prior to Schmidt’s switching to 
Crowntainers. If anyone has a photo or other documentation of a Schmidt’s Bock J-spout please 
send a copy to the Editor (Editor’s note: YES, PLEASE!!!).  

There are three known pre-war variations of Schmidt’s Old Style Bock Beer cans. All 
three are silver cans featuring an orange oval label. The 12 oz Crowntainer was produced by 
Crown Cork & Seal and features the pre-war Crowntainer logo with no patent numbers. It is 
pictured as USBC 198-33. The two quarts were produced by Continental Can Co. and feature 
Cap-Sealed strip with the small logo. They are pictured as USBC 219-8 and 9. All feature 
identical labels with T. M. REG. above the goat logo on the rear of the can. Schmidt’s changed 
the location and wording of the trade mark information several times in the 30’s and 40’s. By 
comparing this information with the wording used on other Schmidt’s products, it dates the 
bocks to the 1940 time frame mentioned above.  

 
 
 



The quarts are different in the wording used in the contents; 219-8 uses CONTENTS 
ONE QUART (32 FLUID OZS.) while 219-9 uses CONTENTS 32 FL. OZS. The different 
contents were done to meet varying states labeling laws. Dale Rogalski recently informed me 
that there may be a third quart variation which doesn’t have the small star between the IRTP and 
contents at the bottom of the label, but I haven’t confirmed this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



It seems that Schmidt’s stopped production of bock in cans for several years as the next 
can is a non-IRTP flat, and no high profile cone top bock cans are known. The first flat USBC 
131-33 matches the labels used on the pre-war cans except that the brewer and contents are now 
brown instead of silver. The can also drops the IRTP statement on the face and the New York 
distributor information under the logo on the rear. This can comes in two variations, both 
manufactured by American Can Co. The earlier can features a large Keglined logo with three 
patent numbers underneath dating it to the early fifties, while the second can has an updated 
Keglined oval logo from the mid to late fifties. The second can also has a darker more reddish 
orange than used on the earlier version. 

                        A true “Hey How About That!” pair of silver flats 
 

 
Schmidt’s celebrated its 100th anniversary in 1960, and all it products received new 

updated labels. Schmidt’s Of Philadelphia Bock Beer was released in a new gold can with a red 
oval label very similar to the older cans. The label was cleaned up with the contents and brewery 
information moved to the side between two identical labels. This can pictured as USBC 131-34, 
was in use for several years and spanned several changes in can construction techniques. The 
earlier cans have straight soldered seams with thick steel sides and flat tops. In the early sixties 
can companies began to use thinner steel with staggered seams. At about the same time zip tabs 
were introduced, followed by pulls. The cans with staggered seams and thinner sides can be 
found as flats, zips, and early pulls. These cans were made from steel that has a distinct “grain” 
that can be seen as lines in the gold, while the earlier thick sided cans have a more uniform 
smooth surface. All of these variations were manufactured by American Can Co. and feature the 
Keglined oval to the right of the seam. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
The Gold Schmidt’s Bock Cans: 

           Flattop, Zip-Top, and Pull-Top 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Schmidt’s again appears to have stopped production of bock beer until it was re-

introduced in the late seventies in another new package. The new cans were introduced in 1977 
and featured a new label of two rams knocking horns on a brown can. This can. ABC 46-25, is 
drawn steel, manufactured by Crown Cork and Seal. The contents are located at the bottom right 
of the label and read 12 FL. OZ. 35.5 CENTILITERS. The following year the label was revised 
with the logo moved up and the contents centered underneath. On this can, ABC 46-26, the 
contents were changed to read 12 FL. OZ. 355 MILLILITERS. This can comes in two versions; 
both are drawn steel manufactured by Crown, the difference being the color of yellow used on 
the can. The first can has a bright lemon yellow, while on the second version the yellow is a dull 
tan color.  



 

The Wolpe catalog list’s a version of this can with the brewery information in white 
which may refer to the different yellows, as I haven’t seen a bright yellow can with a white 
mandatory. This can is also found as a misprint with no white background. Production of bock 
appears to have been stopped around 1980 as the brewery started to have financial problems. 

 
In the summer of 1954 Schmidt’s purchased the Adam Scheidt Brewing Co. located in 

nearby Norristown, PA. Schmidt’s continued the production of the current Scheidt brands, 
including Valley Forge Bock. When Schmidt’s took over, the current bock can was a light mint 
green color with a diagonal dark green stripe with bock beer in yellow outlined in black. Valley 
Forge was written in black at the upper right. This can is pictured as USBC 143-8. As Schmidt’s 
was still using the Adam Scheidt name the only difference on the can from it’s Scheidt cousins  
was the removal of the NY license number from the bottom left of the face.  



 

This can was manufactured by American Can Co. and comes in two versions. The earlier 
version doesn’t have a can company logo, while the later version has a Keglined oval near the 
bottom of the dark green stripe to the right of the seam.  



 
 During the mid-fifties Schmidt’s began to simplify the designs on their cans by dropping 
a color to make them less expensive to produce. The next Valley Forge Bock can followed this 
example by dropping the black. Valley Forge was now in the same green as the diagonal stripe, 
and there were no outlines on Bock and Beer. This can was manufactured by American Can Co. 
and has a Keglined oval on the bottom yellow stripe to the left of the seam. It is pictured as 
USBC 143-8 and lists the brewery as Adam Scheidt. 

 In late 1958 Schmidt’s changed the name of the Norristown plant from Adam Scheidt 
Brewing Co. to Valley Forge Brewing Co. In the spring of 1959 Valley Forge Bock was released 
in the same can, but with the new company name. This can is pictured as USBC 143-11 and 
comes in two versions, both manufactured by American Can Co. with Keglined ovals to the right 
of the seam on the bottom yellow band. The can comes as a straight seam flat with thick sides, 
and a staggered seam zip with thin sides. The zip is scarce and was probably only produced in 
1963, as Schmidt’s changed the name of the brewery to C. Schmidt and Sons in 1964. The zip 
also has a much lighter dark green than the flat. Valley Forge Bock Beer was dropped from the 
company’s product line at the time of the brewery’s name change. 
 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE (Yes, again): 

Bob obviously did a tremendous amount of work in amassing all the information, not to 
mention the cans, that went into this article. It’s also apparent that he has spent uncounted hours 
scrounging through shows, books, magazines, and probably the memories of a lot of folks to 
gather the facts for this article. And then he remembered them all well enough to put it together 
in this fine story! We all owe him our thanks for the effort he has put forth in sharing this with us. 

The best part is, Bob has been sending me a steady stream of stuff about the Adam 
Scheidt brewery and its Bock products! So, yet another fine example of Bob’s efforts will be 
appearing in a future issue of the GOATZETTE, so stay tuned! 

Now for a shameless plug for contributions. I know there are many of you out there who 
have this kind of info about your favorite brewery. Please share it with us. Send what you have, 
in any form, and let your Editor do the rest. C’mon, share the good stuff! 
 



 
 
 
….and I couldn’t resist giving it a chance to be seen. This may be the oldest 6 Pack of 
any that were sent in. This Pickwick shows the Goat that adorns the Pickwick crown 
(Bottle cap to us non-rabid collectors of such things), and I would be remiss if I didn’t 
give this old guy his due. So, here it is! 
 Anyone who can shed any light on the age of this venerable 6’er would be forever 
in my esteem if they would send that information in to this Editor. Can anyone confirm 
the bottle that graced its spaces? Did it indeed have bottles that held the Pickwick crown 
that shows up at shows on rare occasion? 
 Always more questions than answers……like…...who sent it in? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Hello, this is my first attempt at writing something for this chapter newsletter or “rag” as it is so 
lovingly called. I’m really not much of a Bock collector, I don’t particularly seek out Bock breweriana, 
but if it finds me that’s alright. My rarest Bock piece would probably be a Utica Club Bock flattop, 
which is about a grade 4. For me, what interests me mostly lie with beer cans, Pfeiffer’s and Shells stuff, 
but I do love consuming Bock beer and checking out goats! 
 Speaking of goats, quite a few years back a good friend of mine had a goat, that would walk 
around with a constant hard on, and it would come up to you and turn it’s head and piss in its own face. 
Then it would purse its lips with urine on them and look right at you. It was really funny and of course 
you can imagine the fun we had showing this goat to women. They would go crazy after seeing it do its 
thing, and we would laugh and laugh. My buddy had to but the thing out of its misery eventually, it got 
to the point that it was attacking anyone who came to his place. Honest, true story! 
 Well, enough of that. What I really want to talk about is Schells Brewery and their annual 
Bockfest. My wife, Teri, and I live in Hutchinson, Minnesota, which is only a short 45 minute drive to 
New Ulm. Which, of course, is the home of Schells Brewing. How lucky we are to be that close to a 
great old brewery. Each year Schells puts on a fabulous Bockfest. This year it was held on February 21st, 
and we of course were there. Just as a primer for you, last year the attendance was estimated at 4,700 
people! Yes, this event is held outside and it can be cold! 
 I’m not sure I can properly convey the experience of this Bockfest, but I will try. The gates open 
at 11:00 am and we are just about the first people in line. We meet up with some other BCCA members 
and get a picnic table right up close to the band. I sort of need to go off on a tangent here about the band. 
The band that plays are called “The Bockfest Boys” and they set up right on the old loading docks of the 
brewery. They play with I will call “Oom Pah” music. They play such classics as Pink Floyds “Just 
another Bock on the Wall”, to Queen’s “We will Bock You”, and my favorite “Beer, Glorious Beer”. 
They also play “Burning Ring of Fire” by of course the legend Johnny Cash. To hear over 4000 people 
singing this song and holding their glasses of Bock beer in the air is quite a sight indeed. 
 There is also a bonfire where you can get your glass of Bock, fire poked. What’s fire poked, you 
ask. Well, the fire tender sticks a red hot poker in your glass of Bock. It sort of gives it a burnt/sweet 
flavor, try it sometime at home, it is very good. Maybe ask your wife if she could fire poke your glass of 
Bock next time.  

There is also an area set up for food. Volunteers grill, what I would imagine would be a ton of 
brats and sausages. The locals here call their bratwurst “landjaegers”, some kind of German word, I 
guess. I would say the taste is the same. There is also plenty of Sauerkraut to go around.  

 I have also seen a few people, who bring their pet goats with them and have them on a 
leash, just like a dog. These goats consume plenty of Bock beer on this day. It is just a riot watching a 
goat drinking Bock beer out of a glass! There is also an array of people wearing horns of all kinds on 
their heads, and some are quite creative. There is also a Bock head hunt. Ted Marti, the owner of 
Schells, hides large wood cut out Bock heads, and you are given clues on where to find them. The top 
prize is for the King Bock, which is $150.00. 

This Bockfest goes on until 4:30, at which time, mercifully, the taps are shut off, and people then 
stumble on to the local bars downtown and give her more. I’m not sure I touched on everything that goes 
on at this event but, believe me, it is Bock beer madness. The Schells Bockfest will be held in February 
again next year and if you can attend, you will not be disappointed, guaranteed. I have included a picture 
from Schells Bockfest. (Editor’s Note: Which you can see on our cover! That’s Jay and Teri. Thanks, 
Jay!) 

Prosit 
Jay Martin  MB #33, BCCA#16605 



HEY, HOW ABOUT THAT! 
  
 

Here we go with another installment of HHAT. I hope you’re enjoying these. We present, 
for your viewing pleasure, two versions of the same Bock beer can with a subtle, and 
probably largely unknown, difference. 

 

This HHAT is a goodie! This pair illustrates a variation of a relatively common Bock can you 
might not have ever seen.  
These Rheingold Genuine Bock Beer cans (USBC # 124-17) are identical in every respect 
EXCEPT for the font used on the white writing. Look closely at the can on the right, which is the 
can pictured in every book I can find. Notice the rounded bottom of the “ i ” and the “ l “ in 
“Rheingold”. 
Now look at the unpictured version to the left. Notice the “flag” on the bottom of both letters! A 
more thorough examination of the can reveals differences in several other letters (look at the K 
in Bock!).  This variation also exists in the Orange NJ can (USBC # 123-16). 
You could have your HHAT shown on this page. Send in yours to the Editor, and be nearly 
famous! 

 
 
 

  



  

 

A TOUCHING FAMILY MOMENT from my photo album. This is a photo of 
your Editor and his long lost cousin, Kirby McMillan, aka Mojo Nixon, at a family 
reunion/juke joint hoedown in Charleston W.Va. last October. We met up to celebrate the 
ongoing spread of our progeny throughout the Eastern USA, as the Romines spread 
through the Carolinas, and the McMillans spread up through the Virginias. We figure that 
within 20 years, an Ubergrit will be born that is the ultimate culmination of our two 
strains of beer-swillin’, laugh at anything way of life. 
 IN THE MEANTIME, here we are with yet another slam bang issue of the 
GOATZETTE. Man, it is good to bring this one to you, the faithful, this month. After the 
last issue, I wondered how in the world we could keep up the pace. But, here it is, and as 
several of you are now aware, I had more material than I could fit in this time around. 
Fear not, it will make Bock literature immortality in the next issue! 
 That’s no excuse for not sending in stuff, though. Takes a lot of copy to fill an 
issue, so don’t be shy. Can I get a volunteer to do an article or three about Bock crowns 
(bottle caps)? I just got home from the Harrisburg, PA show, which is also the annual 
Crownvention, and I gots to tell you, there are a LOT of really cool Bock crowns out 
there. I saw some change hands for surprisingly large $$$. I got interested in them a few 
years ago, and I’m glad I got a few of the tougher ones in my collection early on. They’re 
pricey now! 
 Another topic that would make a column I’d want to read would be a recap of 
eBay auctions of Bock items. There’s been some doozies of late, including a spanking 
mint Old Dutch Bock beercan that an unnamed Bockster went heavy to bring home. 
Wouldn’t you like to see what is going down in eBaydom? Do I hear a volunteer? 
 ANYHOW, we have a great issue in your hands. The main Feature Story by Bob 
Porter (which I hope you’ve already inhaled by now) absolutely rocks! Thank you, Bob, 
for a tremendous amount of work, and for sharing it with us all. I pushed my blather 
towards the back of the issue because of this story. Hope you appreciate my sacrifice! 
 We also have a wonderful Cover Story by Jay Martin, relating a day in the Great 
Northwoods at the Bockfest in Minnesota in February. Only the diehards could hang in 
that weather!  I hope to be there next year. In addition, we have another great 

The editor’s last word  on everything  



BOCKTOON by Galambam, installments by Steve Armstrong on coasters and labels, our 
ever-entertaining GOATMATE, words of enlightenment from our Pres., and yet another 
update on recently discovered BOCK lidded beercans by Paul Chappie. To top it off, 
there’s a HHAT of a Rheingold Bock can that wasn’t known until about a year ago, and a 
late 6 pack photo that was just too neat to ignore. It’s all good. 
 SO, THE CRACKERJACK ISSUE YOU SAY... what’s the ? Well, if you’ve 
perused this far, no doubt you’ve found the prize; a Goat’s Peak Bock Beer label from 
Paper City Brewery in Holyoke, Mass. These labels were supplied by none other than our 
own Beer Dave Gauspohl, who graciously gave them to your Editor for distribution to the 
membership. If you aren’t collecting Bock Beer labels already, now you have an 
incentive to start! 
 NEW MEMBERS AND THE ROSTER: You know, there was just so much stuff 
that HAD to go into this issue, there wasn’t room. We do have two new members, 
though, so please welcome #86, Bob Kates, 2474 Apricot Dr, Dayton OH 45431, and 
#87, Denny Thayer,4150 Middletown Road, Oregonia OH 45054. Wwelcome to the 
party! I promise there will be both a new Roster, and a Treasurer’s Report in the next 
issue. We’ve got 77 active members, and the tresury’s in good shape , so all’s well. 
 T-SHIRTS: Yes, that has been slow coming, but you will see a new shirt by 
Canvention. There have been several interesting designs proposed, including one by our 
resident cartoonist Andy Galamba, and one by resident reprobate Mark Porambo. Rest 
assured that the final design will be an eyecatcher without getting us thrown outta the hall 
for wearing it. 

So, I leave you with two thoughts: SEND IN MORE STUFF, and, GO TO MORE 
SHOWS. THAT”S where the bargains are. Now, I defer the rest of this page to our Vice 
Prexzy, Jerry Trowbridge, who sent this in late, and should be punished. Away to Jerry! 
 
 

SHH! THE VICE IS TALKING! KEEP IT DOWN! 
Greetings Goat Lovers:  Winter (hopefully) is behind us, I hope you 

remembered your # 1 on Valentine's Day, the Irish have mostly all sobered up, 
we found all the hidden eggs and now it's time for the serious business - beer 
hunting!  As usual, all the reports I received from Blue/Grey were positive. I've 
already got it on my calendar for next year, but since we'll also be coming to 
Charolette, I'm not sure a po' boy from the land of aaaahs can make it east twice 
in one year.  

 It's time for the next epistle from our esteemed editor and I can't wait - but 
how about the last issue !!  A great article on 6-packs for the sixth issue, Steve 
Armstrongs great article, Marc Tracy with variations of Feigenspan bocks (I 
would ransom a loved one to just have one good one) and Jim Plant......he has 
almost made an arsonist out of me - after seeing those cans, I considered 
burning my house down around my collection - and now I'm going to see more in 
the next issue !  I'm really excited about the coming summer of shows and our 
ever-stronger chapter.  I'm making as many shows as I can, if you see me 
anywhere this summer - let's talk bock.  See you in Dearborn.  
 VP Jerry T 
 
 
 



 
Mark Porambo, the consensus designated expert on all things Neuweiler Brewing Co., 
has sent in these photos of one of the weirdest things I’ve ever seen in my Bock Beer 
collecting career. It is the Neuweiler’s Bock Stein, more commonly known as the 
“Monkey” stein, for the monkey that forms the handle. It was produced in the late 50’s. 

Ever seen such a thing? 

A goat with its limbs 
sticking out of a barrel, 
holding a bowl of  
turnips, a cat holding a 
mug, stein earrings on the 
goat, mugs laying 
everywhere, and the 
MONKEY hanging on 
for dear life, forming the 
handle. 

Damndest piece of Bock breweriana I’ve ever laid eyes on. 
It’s a beaut, though. Wish I had one! They were made in 
Germany by the owner of the brewery for gifts. Distributors 
and friends got them, and there are fewer than a dozen still 
known to exist. And a pricey piece of brewery history it is, 
too. Thanks, Mark, for letting us see it! 



BRAND NAME MANDATORY SIZE TYPE MANF

CAN 
COMPANY 

LOGO, PLANT 
#

BOOK 
NUMBER NOTES

1

SCHMIDT'S OLD 
STYLE BOCK 
BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons·Inc· 
Philadelphia 12 oz Cone CC & S

Crowntainer, 
pats. pending.

USBC 198-
33, C  28-4

2

SCHMIDT'S OLD 
STYLE BOCK 
BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons·Inc· 
Philadelphia 32 oz Cone Cont.

Cap-Sealed 
strip, 8-41

USBC 219-
8, B 995, C 
32-5

CONTENTS ONE QUART 
(32 FLUID OZS.)

3

SCHMIDT'S OLD 
STYLE BOCK 
BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons·Inc· 
Philadelphia 32 oz Cone Cont.

Cap-Sealed 
strip, 8-41

USBC 219-
9 CONTENTS 32 FL. OZS.

4

SCHMIDT'S OF 
PHILADELPHIA 
BOCK BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons·Inc· 
Philadelphia 12 oz Flat Amer.

Keglined 
emblem, 3 
patents, 23-A

USBC 131-
33, B 2630, 
U117-5

5

SCHMIDT'S OF 
PHILADELPHIA 
BOCK BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons·Inc· 
Philadelphia 12 oz Flat Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23-A

USBC 131-
33, B 2630, 
U117-5

6

SCHMIDT'S OF 
PHILADELPHIA 
BOCK BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. 
Philadelphia, PA. 12 oz Flat Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

USBC 131-
34, B 2632, 
U 117-6 thick sides, straight seam

7

SCHMIDT'S OF 
PHILADELPHIA 
BOCK BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. 
Philadelphia, PA. 12 oz Flat Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

USBC 131-
34, B 2632, 
U 117-6

thin sides, staggered 
seam

8

SCHMIDT'S OF 
PHILADELPHIA 
BOCK BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. 
Philadelphia, PA. 12 oz Zip Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

Like USBC 
131-34, 
B2632, U 
117-6

thin sides, staggered 
seam

9

SCHMIDT'S OF 
PHILADELPHIA 
BOCK BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. 
Philadelphia, PA. 12 oz Pull Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

Like USBC 
131-34, 
B2632, U 
117-6

thin sides, staggered 
seam

10
SCHMIDT'S BOCK 
BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. Phila., 
PA. & Cleveland, 
OH. 12 oz Pull CC & S Crown emblem

ABC 46-25, 
C 103-23

12 FL. OZ. 35.5 
CENTILITERS, no upc

11
SCHMIDT'S BOCK 
BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. Phila., 
PA. & Cleveland, 
OH. 12 oz Pull CC & S Crown emblem ABC 46-26

12 FL. OZ. 355 
MILLILITERS, upc, bright 
yellow trim

12
SCHMIDT'S BOCK 
BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. Phila., 
PA. & Cleveland, 
OH. 12 oz Pull CC & S Crown emblem

LABC 46-
26

misprint, same as above 
no white background

13
SCHMIDT'S BOCK 
BEER

C. Schmidt & 
Sons, Inc. Phila., 
PA. & Cleveland, 
OH. 12 oz Pull CC & S Crown emblem

LABC 46-
26

12 FL. OZ. 355 
MILLILITERS, upc, beige 
trim

14
VALLEY FORGE 
BOCK BEER

Adam Scheidt 
Brewing Co. 
Norristown, PA. 12 oz Flat Amer. 23AZ

USBC 143-
8, U 125-10 Valley Forge in black

15
VALLEY FORGE 
BOCK BEER

Adam Scheidt 
Brewing Co. 
Norristown, PA. 12 oz Flat Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

USBC 143-
8, U 125-10

Valley Forge in black, 
Keglined oval on green 
band

16
VALLEY FORGE 
BOCK BEER

Adam Scheidt 
Brewing Co. 
Norristown, PA. 12 oz Flat Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

USBC 143-
9 Valley Forge in green

17
VALLEY FORGE 
BOCK BEER

Valley Forge 
Brewing Co. 
Norristown, PA. 12 oz Flat Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

USBC 143-
11, B 2913

Valley Forge in green, 
thick sides, straight seam

18
VALLEY FORGE 
BOCK BEER

Valley Forge 
Brewing Co. 
Norristown, PA. 12 oz Zip Amer.

Keglined oval, 
23A

Like USBC 
143-11, B 
2913

Valley Forge in green, thin 
sides, staggered seam  



 
By  

Steve Armstrong, BCCA #26414 
 

The bock labels featured in this issue’s column come from the East Idaho Brewing Co. of Pocatello, Idaho and from 
Bohemian Breweries, Inc., Boise, Idaho.  Both labels are IRTP and date from the 1940s, even though both brand names were 
used in the 1930s when these breweries opened for business after prohibition. 
 

According to American Breweries II, what was to become the Bohemian Brewery in Boise, went through several 
name changes and owners through its ca. 53 year business operations prior to prohibition.  The Bohemian name was the only 
name used by the brewery after prohibition and they were in operation from 1933-1960.  The Bohemian Brewery was the 
last operating brewery in Idaho and had suspended production in May, 1960.  In a May 28, 1960, newspaper article in the 
Idaho Statesman (Boise), plant manager R.G. Wright noted that the reason for the brewery being shut down was for 
economic reasons.  “The owners, Atlantic Brewing Co. of Chicago, decided in the interests of efficiency to consolidate its 
brewing operations at the firm’s plant at Spokane (Washington).  Our hopes are that volume of sales can be built up to the 
point where it will become economically feasible to reopen the plant.  The plant and its equipment, which were modernized 
in 1951, are being retained intact.”  The brewery 
building complex was later sold and was torn 
down in 1962, eventually becaming a paved 
over, metered parking lot in downtown Boise. 
 

The East Idaho Brewing Co. of 
Pocatello, located close to the railroad yards, 
also began operating during pre prohibition 
times.  The brewery used the name East Idaho 
after prohibition from 1935-1954 and was 
loosely affiliated with Columbia Brewing in 
Tacoma, Washington.  They produced a number 
of different beer brands including Aero Club, 
Idallo, Alt Heidelberg, Esquire, Brown Derby, 
Pioneer, and Sun Valley.    
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Idallo brand name was the 

company’s major brand during the mid 1930s.  
The name was the result of a contest sponsored 
by the brewery, where the winner combined the 
first three letters of Idaho and the last three letters 
of Pocatello to form Idallo.  Business was steady 
until the early 1950s when economics and the 
lack of profitability forced the company to close 
about 1954.  Today, the old East Idaho Brewery 
building is alive and well and has returned to its 
roots as the Portneuf Valley Brewing Co., one of 
the microbreweries in southeastern Idaho. 
 
 
 

    
 

   



 
 
 Well, Paul Chappie has done it again. Here we go with yet another two non-Bock 
beer cans that have the BOCK designation printed on top. Paul’s doing his homework! 
One of these two cans (the Alps Brau) is a real surprise, since it comes from the left 
coast. Thanks, Paul, for continuing to dig out these guys. Just when I think I’m getting 
somewhere with gathering up all the labels, here’s another pair to go after. The fun never 
stops! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Alps Brau Beer (USBC #30-8) has the interesting designation of “DARK 
Bock” on the lid. Be reminded that this is a Grace Bros. can, and there was a GB Dark 
Bock can out at about the same time. Any correlation? I think so! 

The Hensler can (USBC # 81-30) is one I have a feeling I’ll be looking for a long 
time. With the goat and BOCK BEER on top (similar to the Connecticut Yankee), I’ll 
wager there aren’t a lot of these in circulation. 

 

Way to go, Paul. Go find some more! A full composite update is beckoning! 



THE�BOCKTOON�
�

By�Andy Galamba 

 
This is a bit of a departure from the usual BOCKTOON that we’re used to from our DA 

(Designated Artiste), Andy Galamba, but it deserves to be seen by the Bock Beer aficionados who 
comprise the subscription list to this rag. This is a cel from a cartoon from 1956 in which Daffy 
Duck is playing a Sherlock Holmes – type character, and is wading into a bar full of bad men, 
whiskey bottles piled up high. Don’t know if he met the long cool woman in a black dress, but I’ll 
bet he enjoyed a mug of Burton Bock Beer, since that was so prominently advertised on the wall 
beside the entrance. 

This appeared in the 1956 cartoon “Deduce, You Say”, directed by Chuck Jones.  The 
Burton’s reference is a tip of the hat to Production Manager John Burton. And you thought 
cartoons were just for kids! 

Thanks, Andy, for a time warp BOCKTOON. Makes me wonder what else they slid past 
me in my youth! 



 
By 

Steve Armstrong, BCCA #26414 
 
 
Hello fellow Bocksters!  I hope everybody is having a good start to the year and has leads on goats to track down for 
your collections.   
This issue starts the review of newer and microbrewery bock beer coasters.  If anybody has any older bock coasters, 
or variations of those already discussed, please let me know as I’d like to get them featured in this column. 

 
The first set of bock beer coasters are from the Full Sail Brewing Company 
of Hood River, Oregon.  For those of you that aren’t familiar with the Hood 
River area, it sits right on the south bank of the Columbia River about 60 
miles east of Portland.   These coasters can be viewed in the Beer Coaster 
Mania web site (http://members.aol.com/gbarone/index.html, then click on 
Coaster Guides).  The Mercator Dopplebock is identified as OR-FULL-19 
while the Pale Bock is OR-FULL-24.  Both coasters are 4” and printed on 
both sides.  The following is a portion of the text on the back of each coaster 
which describes each bock beer featured as pictured below.   
 
 “Mercator Dopplebock uses 
five different malts to create a rich 
Bavarian style beer.  Full Sail 

Mercator is a bottom fermented beer that spends ten weeks in a lagering 
tank.  The generous fermentation time, along with the special malts and 
hops, combine to create the complete taste experience, 6% alcohol by 
 weight. “  
 
 “Pale bocks, the lighter colored bock beers that follow winter 
bocks, are delicious signs of spring’s arrival!  This honey colored lager 
balances a complex malt profile with subtle hopping to produce a beguiling 
brew-fresh and light in character.  This warm weather bock is mildly 
hopped with Saaz hops and has is 5.1% alcohol weight.” 

 
   

 
 
 
The next bock coaster is Hurricane Bock from the Coast Brewing 
Company in Biloxi, Mississippi.  This coaster is a 4” diameter and 
comes in both a thick and paper thin version.  These are found on the 
Beer Coaster Mania web site in the Mississippi state guide.  The web 
guide lists this brewery as opening in 1999.  The paper thin version is 
identified as MS-COAB-5 while the thicker version is MS-COAB-
5A.  They are both single sided coasters. 
 
    
 
 

http://members.aol.com/gbarone/index.html


Photo supplied by Joe Paczkowski, who wrote: “The source of the Photo is April 1936 issue 
of American Brewer. Credit fellow Bockster Mark Oleske for loaning me the mag.” 
 
Thanks to you both! 



BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE     

OF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTHOF THE MONTH    
 

This Month’s 
Goatmate is an 

example of 
pinup art that 
appeared on 
eBay a few 

months ago, and 
was acquired by 
one of our own. 
His identity is 

being protected 
so his wife 

doesn’t find out! 
 

It was 
questionable as 
to whether this 

was the genuine 
article, or a 

clever mockup 
generated by 

some slick with 
a good computer 
graphics setup. 
It appears that it 

is genuine, 
however, as the 
paper and the 
size checked 
out.  And her 
dress colors 

match up with 
the beercan! 

You’ve got to 
admit, this is the 
definitive 
Goatmate to 
date! I just want 
to get my hands 
on that can! 

 
 
You can have your Goatmate grace this page.  Please send  your perso nal vision of BOCK Beer 
loveliness into the GOATZETTE Editor. 



 
 

It’s Here!!!!! 
  It’s Here!!!!! 
   Yeah!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
Jim Romine 
1316 Gormly Cir 
Sanford, NC 27330 
 
 
 

       
 

 


