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days later, I’ll admit it! But that Genesee is really fresh, and cold, and..................OK, now it’s the next 
Tuesday. Can I help it if I have lots of cold beer? I thought not. 
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Happy New Year to all of the Merry Bockster chapter members! I sincerely 

hope that you all had a great Christmas / Holiday Season and all of your bock 
dreams were realized on Christmas morning when you found all of those 
tantalizing bock cans individually wrapped under your tree just waiting for you to 
tear into them. 
            Now back to reality folks. In most cases we know that this did not happen. 
Unless your spouse decided to buy you a Merry Bockster raffle ticket(s) for the 
Jacob Ruppert Instructional Bock Can that your chapter is offering, your chances 
of finding that special bock can on Christmas morning were about as good as 
mine. That's why I made certain that I bought a six pack of Merry Bockster raffle 
tickets for myself. So now you know that if I win this great can, you are aware 
that I did indeed purchase several raffle tickets. I wrapped my tickets up 
individually so that I would have something else to open other than neckties, sox 
and underwear!!!! 
            Your chapter still has some tickets for this great can and you may request 
one or more from your chapter officers or on the Merry Bockster website. All 
indications are that we will have the raffle drawing at the Blue/Gray in February. 
So if you have not taken the opportunity to make your ticket purchase, please do 
so very quickly. Remember, this is not just a fund raiser for the chapter, but also 
a wonderful opportunity for you to obtain a great bock can at a very reasonable 
price. Remember folks, your odds of winning this can are way greater than 
winning the state lottery. 
             Our chapter membership is growing by leaps and bounds. According to 
the last newsletter, twelve more new members joined the chapter. Although most 
joined at CANvention, we have had a very positive response via email with many 
collectors inquiring through the BCCA due to our full page ad in the Magazine 
concerning our raffle. This has generated a great deal of interest with all 
collectors as this concept indicates that we, as a chapter, are breaking new 
ground with this unique raffle. I'm certain that our esteemed treasurer, Jim 
Romine, could elaborate on  
the number of new chapter members from CANvention to now. These new 
members will be able to take advantage of our chapter policy offering great bock 
cans to chapter members only through their participation in our drawings. In fact, 
all chapter members can participate in these members only drawings. So if you 
have not as yet paid your Merry Bockster dues, please re-up by sending your 
$10 to Jim or sign up through our website. Just like Uncle Sam - WE WANT YOU 
- to remain a Merry Bockster. 
              As your chapter president of an at-large chapter, I have had the 
wonderful opportunity to occasionally meet but more often talk with other Merry 
Bockster chapter members via telephone or via email. The reception and the 
response has been gratifying. Many chapter members know me as a BCCA 
member since 1975 while others know me from being the Secretary/Treasurer 
and a founding member of the Jersey Shore chapter since 1978. This fraternity of 



friendship is unique to our hobby. In the 26 National CANventions that I have 
attended, I continue to meet and greet many friends that I only see once each 
year. We share stories of past CANventions, play golf, enjoy hospitality rooms 
and share a beer or three together. This sure as heck beats collecting stamps! 
So, if you see me at a show please come up to me and say hello and let me 
know how we are doing as the Merry Bockster chapter and how we can serve 
you better. 

Cheers,      Joe Radman 

 
Here Come the Shows! 

Matt Parker 
It’s a new year – thank goodness.  With all of the financial turmoil in recent 

months, it’s nice to get a new start in a new year.  When things are tough, sometimes it 
seems that the best thing one can do is to make time for the things that really matter in 
your life.  Of course, one of those “important” things is collecting bock breweriana!  If 
you are reading this newsletter, you undoubtedly know what I mean.    

The winter months offer a nice opportunity to check on the upcoming shows in 
2009.  Why?  Well, because you can pick up some nice bock items and have a lot of 
much-needed fun if you attend.  Depending upon what part of the country you reside in, 
you could probably hit a show every month.  With gas prices reasonable again, why not 
load up and hit the road?  Don’t forget to take the family as well.  It really can be great 
fun for all. 

Some suggestions – take a look at the January show in Orlando hosted by Joe 
Older and Pat Taylor.  Great regional show at a very nice venue.  If you don’t normally 
come south for a show, why not get a break from the winter weather and head to the 
Orlando area?  Of course, there are great regional shows in all parts of the country as 
shown in the BCCA magazine or website (www.bcca.com/services/calendar.php).  Some 
other suggestions – the Blue/Gray show in Fredericksburg, VA (Feb 11-15) and how 
about the Southern Coalition (Atlantic, Bamma Cannas, and Gator Traders) show at the 
Atlanta Motor Speedway in the summer (July 24-25)?  The list goes on and on.  I’ve 
picked up many nice items, including bock items, at regional shows on many an 
occasion.  You never know what you may find, and typically, the values are reasonable.  
It happens all the time – a longtime closet collector brings in their stash to unload.  It’s 
always nice to be on the front-end of a feeding frenzy.  If you don’t go, you won’t play.  
Why not make the time to attend a show or two, and if you do normally attend a show or 
two a year, why not attend a few more in 2009?  As a collector who hosts a show every 
year (in Augusta during March), I can certainly appreciate all collectors who attend.  It 
makes it all worthwhile to get that support. 

Thanks to Jim Romine and many others, the word is out on the Merry Bocksters 
raffles of the Jacob Ruppert Bock Beer OI.  Really, ticket sales are going strong.  Go to 
the website or get in-touch with Jim to get some.  The winner is gonna be real happy on 
this one!  If things keep going as they are, the big drawing will be held at the Blue Gray 
Show – that’s just around the corner. 

http://www.bcca.com/services/calendar.php�


  

“Get on yer bike and get the hell outta here”, the owner yelled at my great-uncle 
Noll after he got fired from his job sweeping up at the liquor store. Seems he wasn’t 
watching where the other end of the broomstick went when the owner’s wife walked by. 
Joke was on him, though, as Noll and the widow got married a few years later..........  

 
BLUE/GRAY TIME is upon us! If you haven’t made preparations to be there, 

you’d better get cracking! There will be several events there of particular interest to all 
Bocksters, not the least of which will be the THIRD ANNUAL BOCK TASTING.  Yes, 
that’s right, we didn’t hurt ourselves enough to give it up last year, and so we’re doing it 
again. Headed up by Bocksters Joe Germino and Dave Lang, it promises to be yet 
another excursion into Bock Beer saturation. Don’t miss it! Bring fresh Bock libations 
from your area, and join in the fun! 

MORE FUN WILL BE HAD as we award an incredible Bock can to 
somebody at the show. Yes, folks, we are going to be drawing for the Jacob Ruppert 
Instructional Bock can at Blue/Gray! Sales have been steady since Canvention, and 
the last tickets will be sold at the Blue/Gray show. If you don’t plan on attending the 
show, YOU NEED TO GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! You can send orders directly 
to Your Humble Editor, or you can go to the link right here on the website and 
order your tickets through Paypal. Any ticket orders that arrive after I leave for the 
show will be returned, so DO NOT DELAY! We will have a limited number of 
tickets available at the show, and after they’re gone, you can’t get a chance to win 
this incredible can! Let’s face it, this is going to be the best $20 beercan on 
somebody’s shelf very soon! It could be you! Tickets are $20 each, and there are 
only 700 total chances for this $15,000 beercan. You do the math! 

 

I drink beer, therefore I am, but I am hung over , therefore ???? 



OH YEAH. The Ruppert Raffle wouldn’t have been possible without the support 
of Dan Morean at Breweriana.com. He’ll be at the show, so stop by and thank him for 
helping the Chapter put on the premier raffle in the hobby’s history. He’ll appreciate it. 

We will have a Chapter table at Blue/Gray, and we’ll be selling raffle tickets 
there, as well as T-shirts and memberships. If you plan to attend, consider spending an 
hour manning the Chapter table. You’ll help promote our Chapter, and you may be 
entered into a drawing for a goodie............ this raffle is going to fund a lot of great things 
for the membership, so do your part!  

 
SPEAKING ABOUT GREAT THINGS, the 

WINNER of the Tudor Bock beercan, drawn from the names 
of all members in good standing for 2009, is Bockster #126, 
Chuck Henry! Congratulations, Chuck, your can is on its 
way! Because of events like the Ruppert Raffle, there will be 
much more of this sort of thing going on in this Chapter. So, 
if you couldn’t find any other reason to get a raffle ticket for 
the Ruppert, would supporting the funding for Chapter events 
like this one do it? 

PLEASE LOOK AT THE UPDATED ROSTER on 
the website, and you’ll see several new members! We have 
added 5 new members since the last issue of the 
GOATZETTE, and we just handed out Membership # 150, to 
Bockster Art Goetz. Get in touch with these new folks, and 
meet your new brethren. Also, please check your own 
information, and send Your Humble Editor any corrections 
that need made. You’ll see that my email address is changing, 
so if you want to correspond, please send all emails to jromine@windstream.net . 

NEW FEATURES AND UPDATES ON THE WEBSITE are coming! We’re 
adding a Want Ads section in the Members Only area. Now, you can post Bock items you 
want to sell, or buy, or trade. We’ll be expanding this area as ads come in. Right now, 
send all ads to me at jromine@windstream.net, but soon you’ll send them directly to our 
Web Mistress, PC Paula. You’ll get an email about this separately. We already have 
some killer ads waiting in the wings, so check the website often for the unveiling! 
There’s also been some updates added to the Bock Crown section, and a major revision to 
the Bock Flattop Composite is in the works. Yes, we’ve found more variations! 

IF YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS for things that would improve the Website, added 
features you’d like to see, or information you can add to any of the composites, please 
send them into Your Humble Editor, and I’ll direct them to either PC Paula, or Dave 
Reed, wolfe1985@fuse.net, who’s acting as our unofficial liason for the Website.  

THIS ISSUE went off the deep end over Esslinger Bock Quarts! The confluence 
of several events created the incentive to report on all aspects of this rare can. Dave 
Lang’s dump find, an example hits eBay, another one’s impending sale (more on that 
next issue), and the rumor of a Bock Quart FLATTOP can all made it impossible for me 
to not dive headlong into the story. I hope you enjoy those articles, as well as Rich 
LaSusa’s recounting of advertising jingles of days gone by, and our regular articles. 
Enjoy some cold bock Beer, and we’ll see you in April! 

mailto:jromine@windstream.net�
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Proceeds  from this raffle will go to support the Merry Bockster chapter. 

The Merry Bocksters, in cooperation with Breweriana.com, present a raffle for this Ruppert Bock instructional.

Drawing will be held as soon as all chances are gone. Chances are $20 each. Get yours now, as they are going fast.
Tickets will be available from Merry Bocksters at many major shows, or you can get yours NOW by going

to www.merrybocksters.com and following the links on the Home Page. GOOD LUCK!

Win a Holy Grail of Bock Cans!

There are only 700 chances available.

If unable to get your tickets by internet, call Jim Romine at 919-774-1173.

 



 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Folks, here’s another installment of the GREAT CANS series. This month, we 
continue digging into Esslinger’s, one of the great names in Bock beercans. There’s no 
doubt, the Esslinger’s series of Bock cans gets everyone’s juices flowing at the mere 
thought of possibly acquiring one, any one, whether it be the flat, crowntainer, quart, or 
even the Bock Parti-Quiz cans. Well, this time around, we’re going to delve into the 
history of all the known examples of the Bock Quart Cone! 

This archeological expedition has been the most difficult yet in this series. First, 
we uncovered more examples that initially thought; second, some have changed hands 
many times; and third, in the middle of building this article, a new example was found 
and one of the known examples changed hands! In spite of all that, we’ve attempted to 
piece together the story of every example – all 6 of them. Let’s get started. 
There is only one on-grade example, and that can resides in the formidable collection of 
 Bockster Tom Waggoner. Here it is: 

 As you can see, it is a beauty! It is a two Patents, Others Pending can, with a 



Copyright 1936 designation below the Product list on the right side. It states that it was 
distributed by Esslinger’s of Yonkers, NY, and carries the IRTP statement. Every 
example you will see here is identical in all these respects, even down to the canning 
code, 68 A. I found no variations amongst these cans (WHEW!).  

This can has an interesting history. It has no cone (you can see the teeth marks 
around the top), but Tom displays it with a cutoff cone resting on top of the can. It has 
never had a cone during its entire history in the hobby. That history begins in the late 
1970,s, when it was bought by Pat Ursomano at a flea market on the New Hampshire / 
Maine border. Not quite sure where, but somewhere near the coast. In 1979, it appeared 
in a huge display of Pennsylvania cans organized by Don Fink at the Downingtown 
Show. Photos of that display appeared in the Jan 1980 issue of Beer Cans Monthly.  Pat, 
who was a part-time can dealer, sold it to Tom Lewis in the early 1980’s. Tom Lewis 
sold to Gene Diccicio in the late 1980’s, who then sold it to Tom Waggoner as part of his 
quart collection. It has resided in Tom’s collection since. 

The next can we’ll discuss is the one in Your Humble Editor’s collection. It, too, 
has many miles on it. It is a dumper that has received some touchup in faded areas. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This can’s lineage begins in Michigan, with famed quart collector Davey Launt. I’ll let 
him tell you the tale’s beginning (and check out the tidbit about ANOTHER quart!) 

 “It was sometime around 1979 or 1980 that I first started getting interested in 
quarts.  Jim Stahl and I had the opportunity to buy a collection of quarts from a guy in 
Brooklyn who wasn’t in BCCA, but had gotten my name.  I had sold my tabs, and was 
moving the flats that were from states that didn’t interest me.  We got the usual suspects 
from Northern Jersey, NYC, some MA, PA, and upstate NY from the Brooklyn guy.   

“It was about this time I had a find of some very nice off grade cans from the 
Arcadia Township dump.  The late Tom Garvin told me of this dump, and we hit the 
mother lode on our first visit.  I got very nice examples of the Old Gold flat from Food 
City, and a number of other very nice dumpers. The Old Gold was the best example of a 
“can in a can” I ever dumped. 



“We went down to a Goebel Gang meeting in Niles, MI, and I took some of my 
better finds.  Fred Leidy lusted for the Old Gold.  I took it home.  Later, on a business trip 
to Niles, I stopped after work to have a beer with Fred.  Looking at his collection, I was 
amazed by more than one can, but one can made me really charged up.  Fred didn’t 
collect quarts.  Fred had an Esslinger Bock quart.   

“Fred actually proposed the deal.  He offered me the Bock quart for my Old Gold, 
another nice grade MI can, (a cone I think), and players to be named later.  Needless to 
say, the deal was done. 

“Several years after the trade, in part thanks to Tom Leo and others, I was up to 
150 quarts, most on grade.  The GIQ (Giant Imperial Quart Chapter) was in its infancy, 
and fellow members Al and Louie Strano stopped by the house for a couple day visit.  
They admired my quarts, and we got to talking over several beverages. 

“Al mentioned that at the 1976 Philadelphia Canvention, a guy showed up 
with an Esslinger Bock flat top

 

 quart.  He didn’t move the can, and Al told me that 
the guy was killed on the way home from Canvention in a car wreck, and the can 
never surfaced again.  This is the stuff of legends.  I‘ve known the Stranos since 
about 1977, and trust their version of the story.  I think other attendees verified the 
story, but who the owner might have been is lost in the mists of time.”   

EDITORS NOTE

I leave that one right there, and we’ll take it up at another time. 

: I have since had this story confirmed by another Bockster, 
Bob Porter, who swears he saw the same can at the same show! He held the can, and 
said it had no top! Suspecting that it may be the Waggoner conetop, I asked Bob 
how he was sure it was a flattop can. He said, “Because of the OPENING 
INSTRUCTIONS on the back of the can”.  

 OK. Now that the shivers have stopped, I’ll proceed with the original storyline! 
Dave’s can was traded to Tommy Leo when Dave got out of quarts, and Tommy sold it to 
the next King of Qwats, Don Santora. I saw it at Don’s home when his collection was at 
its peak, and it was amazing. Don matched up “Qwats” with 12 ounce flats, cones and 
crowntainers, and his display covered the entire basement of the house. Quite a display. 
When Don broke up his collection, he sold his Qwat to renowned Bock collector and now 
Bockster Joe Miller. It remained in Joe’s collection until he liquidated it, at which time he 
called to say, “Hey Bubba, you’ll be getting a box in the mail soon. Let me know what 
you think”. Sure enough, a huge box full of cans arrived – the remainder of Joe’s 
collection. We arrived at a price, and now this example sits proudly in central North 
Carolina. I displayed it at the Canvention this year, and it was the centerpiece. 
 The next example we’ll talk about is the one that was just auctioned off on eBay.  
Take a good look at it in the E Bock column this month. This can was owned by Richard 
Carr in Tennessee, but he wasn’t the original owner. He picked it up at a Mid-Michigan 
show at the K of C hall in Detroit in 1994, from an unidentified fellow who found it in a 
pump cellar. Richard kept it until the recent eBay auction, when fellow Bockster Neil 
Kern purchased it.  
 The fourth example is the newest to find its way into the hobby. Dave Lang went 
dumping, and hit the jackpot. His story, and pictures of the can, appears in an article on 
Page 17. He has a way with words, so I’ll leave it to Dave to tell the tale. What luck, 
though, that the can landed exactly the right way for its extended nap in a dump before 
being rescued! 



 Can #5 is owned by Brian DiBraccio in Pennsylvania. It was obtained from Ken 
Ostrow in the mid 1990’s. Ken found the can in a group of about a dozen quarts in an 
auction house in Maine, and the find included 4 Old Reading ale quarts and a Dawson’s 
playing card quart, some serious metal! He sold it to Brian shortly thereafter, where it 
remains to this day. Now, let’s take a look at it! You’ll see that it’s a dumper, but has 
great color! 

 The last known example resides in Wisconsin Dells, as of the last confirmed 
siting. I wasn’t able to contact the owner, so I won’t print his name, but I’ve been told 
this can has been in his possession since the late 1980’s, and you see a photo of his can 
and Richard Carr’s on the cover of this issue. Here it is:   
 You see it’s a faded dumper, but has a very clean 
face, and looks to have been cleaned well. 
 So, in order of condition, here’s the lineup of all 
known Esslinger Bock Conetop Quarts (my opinion): 
 
Tom Waggoner’s indoor lidless can, 
Brian Dibraccio’s clean dumper, 
Richard Carr’s less clean dumper, 
Your Humble Editor’s touched up dumper, 
The Wisconsin faded dumper to the right, and 
Dave Lang’s freshly dug example. 
 
 If anyone has any additional information about these 
or any additional examples, please send it in! We want 
these reports to be as accurate as possible. 
 



 
Some more items from recent ebay auctions for your enjoyment 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e bock  from Joe Pac  

Esslingers Bock Beer 
Cone Quart 

An Esslinger’s Bock beer 
Quart Cone!!!  Advertised 
as One of Three Known. 
Displays very well for an 
outdoor can.  The can has 
never been cleaned to 
seller’s knowledge. 
$2,241.17 for a dumper. 
Total of 28 bids were 
placed. 

   

 

11 oz Label – Star Brewing 
Vancouver, WA.  Sold for $227.50 



 

Son beats out Father in tough competition 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Actual can pictured on page 800 of the "UNITED STATES BEER CANS WITH 
OPENING INSTRUCTIONS" Hammer price $6,800 smackers 

 

See ya next time 
Joe Pac #50 
 

AMERICAN BOCK 
BEER CROWN 

BALTIMORE MD 
Used crown. Winning 

bid $36.00 

 

 

 

TROMMER'S BOCK BEER 
EARLY 50'S FLAT TOP CAN 

 
Appears to be the actual can 
pictured on page 139 of the 

"UNITED STATES BEER CANS" Book 
as stated by seller. 

 
Winning bid at $6,950. 50’s can 

beats out the ‘30s OI! 

 
TROMMER'S 

 
BOCK BEER 

 
OPENING 

 
INSTRUCTION 

 
FLAT TOP 

 
CAN 



          

 
                                               By Rich La Susa, #609 
    Although they aren’t a substitute for putting a shiny bock can or a stunning piece of 
bock breweriana into my collection, commercials, jingles and songs that praised the 
virtues of bock beer are among the many items I collect. 
    I was fortunate to find a folder with 20 radio commercial scripts for Meister Brau bock 
beer in the archives I acquired from the Peter Hand/Meister Brau brewery in 1979. They 
were among more than 100 radio commercial scripts that were used to promote the 
brewery’s beers in the 1960s. (Also in the files were many Meister Brau Lite 
commercials, long before Miller acquired the brand from Meister Brau and well before 
“Great Taste! Less Filling!” caught the fancy of TV viewers.) 
   It is my pleasure to share 13 bock commercials with you. All were broadcast in 1969, 
between February 27 and March 24, and provide insights into how that style of beer was 
marketed and promoted by Peter Hand/Meister Brau, which for decades treated bock beer 
as one of its most revered and treasured products. Five were 60-second commercials, four 
20-second and two each of 10 and 30 seconds. They were written by the Chicago 
advertising agency, Mac Manus, John & Adams, Inc.  
  Most of the commercials, or in the parlance of the medium, “radio continuity,” were 
read live on the “Meister Brau Showcase,” an all-night program on WGN-AM, Chicago. 
It featured five hours of music and poetry presented by long-time radio personality 
Franklyn MacCormick, whose rich, deep voice was a favorite of listeners. When 
MacCormick talked about Meister Brau Bock, or its sibling Meister Brau Beer, your first 
reaction was thirst; your second, was “where can I get some?” 
   I am amused by references to signs of spring in these bock commercials and print ads. 
Maybe you could see those signs in Arizona, California and Florida, but few were to be 
found in Chicago in early March, when Meister Brau Bock reached store shelves. There 
often was snow on the ground, and high temperatures hovered in the upper 30s. Spring 
there was more myth than reality; it usually arriving in late April or early May. But who 
wanted to wait that long to quaff glasses of bock!    
   An advertisement in the Chicago Tribune in the early 1970s was typical of how the 
spring theme garnered more of the spotlight than the bock beer: “Screen doors bang, 
grass grows tall, mower whir, old friends call and…Bock is Back! Meister Brau Bock. 
The Original! It certainly couldn’t have been talking about Chicago, where the grass was 
brown—or covered with white—and lawn mowers were still in hibernation. The “Signs 
of Spring” spot read by MacCormick alluded to this premature talk of that season.  
    Some of the commercials also incorporated the “Bock is Back!” theme used for many 
years in Peter Hand/Meister Brau print ads.  
    Following, in order, are commercials broadcast during the 1969 bock season in 
Chicago and wherever WGN-Radio’s powerful signal reached:   
 
                                                      “Coming Soon” 
                                                     (January 9, 1969) 
 “Coming soon! Meister Brau Bock Beer. The springtime change-of-taste beer with the 
rich, ruby-red color and delicious wine-like flavor. Meister Brau Bock Beer.” 
 
                                                  



“Coming Soon II” 
                                                        (February 4) 
“It’s coming soon. The springtime change-of-taste beer—Meister Brau Bock. Enjoy is 
distinctive wine-like flavor soon. From Meister Brau…the Big One…the number one 
family of quality beers.” 
                                                       “Watch For…” 
                                                         (February 5) 
“Meister Brau Bock beer will be on your store’s shelves soon. Watch for the first of this 
rich, ruby-colored refreshing beer so you won’t miss this springtime change-of-taste treat. 
Meister Brau Bock…from Meister Brau…the Big One…the number one family of 
quality beers.”    
                                                        “Almost Here” 
                                                         (February 6)  
“Spring must be just around the corner. And genuine Meister Brau Bock beer is almost 
here again. In just a short while it will be time for you to wake up your taste buds with 
this fabled traditional beer of springtime. Way back last fall the Meister Brau brewers 
began to make this spring’s supply of Meister Bock Beer. They use a special recipe that 
calls for caramel and black malts…and the choicest of hops to give Meister Brau Bock its 
distinctive wine-like flavor and rich, ruby color. Keep watching for Meister Brau Bock 
because there is nothing else quite like it. And, like springtime itself, it’s here only once a 
year and it never seems to last long enough. Meister Brau gives you more

                                                       “Almost Here II” 

 of what you 
drink beer for. Try it soon. Meister Brau Bock. From Meister Brau…the Big One…the 
number one family of quality beers. Meister Brau, Incorporated. Chicago and Toledo.”                                 

 “That time of the year is almost here again. That big, beautiful time to change that sad 
old overcoat for a big spring smile. And it’s almost time for the springtime change-of-
taste beer: Meister Brau Bock. It only comes around once a year and you better be ready 
for it ‘cause it won’t be hanging around long…Watch for it…” 
                                                        “Bock is Back” 
 “Bock is back! Meister Brau Bock Beer. The springtime change-of-taste beer with the 
gleaming ruby-red color and delicious wine-like flavor. Enjoy Meister Brau Bock Beer 
now
                                                       “Bock is Back II” 

!”                                        

Meister Brau Bock is back. It’s time to wake up your taste with the wine-like flavor and 
rich, ruby color of the springtime change-of-taste beer, Meister Brau Bock. From Meister 
Brau…The Big One…the number one family of quality beers.” 
                                                       “Must be Spring” 
 “It must be spring: Meister Brau Bock is back. All ready for you to enjoy that rich, ruby 
color and distinctive wine-like flavor. Get some soon. Meister Brau Bock…from Meister 
Brau…The Big One…the number one family of quality beers.” 
                                                      “Finally Happened” 
 “Well, it finally happened. I, for one, have been anticipating that day this spring when 
the first Meister Brau Bock beer would be in the stores. Now Meister Brau Bock is back 
again for only too short a time it always seems. So hurry and get yours while it lasts. 
You’ll enjoy bock beer so much more the way Meister Brau brews it. Way back last fall 
this spring’s supply was started with a recipe that calls for caramel and black malts, the 
choicest of hops and plenty of care and patience. The result is that Meister Brau Bock 
gives you more of what you drink beer for. Just think how this fabled and traditional beer 



looks…rich and ruby red. And the flavor: Ah…there’s nothing else like the wine-flavor 
of Meister Brau Bock beer. Enjoy more of what you drink beer for. Enjoy Meister Brau 
Bock. From Meister Brau…the Big One…the number one family of quality beers. 
Meister Bra, Incorporated. Chicago and Toledo.”  
 
   Following are other scripts that followed, without the boiler-plate language (describing 
how the beer is made and the ingredients used) and the brewery identification taglines:      
                                                        “Back on Ice” 
“Meister Brau Bock is back on ice…in your favorite store, that is. Yes, sir, the genuine 
thing… Meister Brau Bock Beer is here again this spring. So, what better time to wake up 
your taste buds than now? Meister Brau proudly brews this fabled and traditional beer so 
you can enjoy it as a special springtime treat…a change-of-taste treat…If you think you 
enjoyed bock beer before, here’s the bock beer that gives you more of what you drink 
beer for…”  
                                                      “Bock is Here” 
“I don’t care if it’s raining or sunny…spring is here! Genuine Meister Brau Bock Beer is 
here again. Yes, sir, now you can enjoy this special springtime change-of-taste treat. But 
hurry. There’s nothing else like Meister Brau Bock Beer. You’ll love that rich ruby color 
and that wine-like taste. 

 

And when this spring’s supply is gone, you’ll have to wait 
another year for more. Get your Meister Brau Bock Beer now…”   

                                                    “Now is the Time” 
“Now is the time for every good man, and woman, too, to come to the aid of his spring 
fever. Yes, a good suggestion for a cure for spring fever is a big glassful of Meister Brau 
Bock. Just let that genuine Meister Brau Bock wake up your taste buds. This is the time 
to enjoy this fabled and traditional beer that has become the springtime change-of-taste 
treat...There’s nothing else like it. But hurry. Meister Brau Bock comes only once a year 
and never lasts long enough. Try it. Meister Brau gives you more

                                                  “Signs of Spring” 

 of what you drink beer 
for…” 

“When there are little signs of spring getting ready to burst through and a hint of that 
special freshness in the air…it’s a time when I always look forward to my very first sip of 
Meister Brau Bock Beer. Maybe it seems a bit early to be talking about the turn of the 
seasons…and about bock beer, but I was reminded of it just the other day when I was 
over at the brewery and saw the Meister Brau people beginning to prepare for the famous 
springtime refresher… Meister Brau Bock Beer. Meister Brau always brews up a good 
supply of this old favorite…and they start out in plenty of time so you’ll be able to get 
yours just at the peak of opening of spring. Mmmm. I can almost see that gleaming, ruby 
red color. And that magnificent wine-like flavor. Just one taste and you’ll know what 
they say about Meister Brau is really true. Meister Brau gives you more 

 

of what you 
drink beer for. Try it soon, Meister Brau Bock Beer…” 

    Most of us can hardly wait for spring, although that’s the kind of weather I have all 
winter here in Arizona’s Valley of the Sun. But finding spring, these days, is much easier 
than finding a good glass of bock beer, you know that “springtime change-of-taste treat.”                                                              
   



             

 

     Dave Lang 
The thing I love most 

about dumping is that you 
never know when or where the 
next unexpected find may 
occur.  Sometimes the find 
may begin with a simple phone 
call. 

For example, I received a 
call from Minnesota collector 
Joel Peiffer informing me that 
he was going to be in 
Manchester, NH in early 
November on business and 
would like to add a day for 
dumping to his itinerary with 
the hope that I might join him. 
The most unexpected aspect of 
this offer was that he knew of a 
specific place which had 
yielded cans during a prior 
visit.  

It seems that he had 
been in the same area back in 
1999 and, during a few hours 
to kill before flying home, had 
scatter dumped a variety of old 
cans in an empty wooded lot 
adjacent to an old farmhouse in 
the town of Pelham, NH, about 
65 miles east of my home in 
Jaffrey. A story about that visit 
was published in the July 2000 
Rusty Bunch newsletter including a picture of a nice Wehle Colonial Ale quart found at 
the time. He believed the area deserved further exploration now that he had some 
additional time.  

Pelham, NH is located just over the MA border and has been transformed in 
recent years from a country town to a distant but continually expanding suburb of Boston 
with the NH advantages of cheaper housing prices and much lower taxes. My first 
reaction to Joel’s plan was that it’s always worth a try to get back to where you’ve 



previously had some success but there was probably only a remote possibility that any 
Pelham farmhouses had not given way to development in the almost 10 years since his 
last trip.  Arrangements were made that I’d meet Joel at   noontime on a Friday for an 
afternoon expedition. As the day arrived, rain was in the offing but we decided to proceed 
anyway. 

Joel’s memory of the dump site had not faded after almost 10 years. However, my 
fears became reality as we reached the site of the old farmhouse only to discover no 
farmhouse. Most of its former property was now a suburban street featuring typical 
McMansion type houses on both sides. We were the recipient of a very lucky break, 
however, as the side of the street containing the woods in which Joel previously found 
cans had not yet been fully developed. The wooded area was reduced in size but not 
totally eliminated.  

We parked across the street from some McMansions and headed into the woods. 
Portions of the woods that had contained Joel’s previous finds no longer existed and 
extensive metal detecting along stone walls and into nearby sections of the woods failed 
to locate any scatter dumped cans. Before giving up, we split up and each headed deeper 
into different sections of the woods on the slim chance that the farmhouse owners might 
have created a dump further from their living quarters. Slim chances do sometimes come 
to fruition.  

Nothing found in the area I covered but Joel came to inform me that he had come 
across a small dump area even deeper into the woods than I had penetrated. That area 
proved to contain a few badly battered quarts and cones but nothing worth saving. Newly 
encouraged, we moved a very short distance further into the woods and suddenly found 
ourselves staring at the object of our hunt. A dump of significant size had been located 
deep in these woods and it would occupy our attention for the rest of the afternoon 
despite a barely noticeable misty rain falling during most of the time. 

The dump was all pre-1950 and, from a can standpoint, contained primarily quarts 
and H/P cones with a limited number of flats. Also, many liquor bottles and various 
household items. Unfortunately, the area had poor drainage and most of the cans would 
need to receive an acid bath before they could be identified. After digging for some time, 
Joel located a couple of quarts up against a rock wall that could be identified as 
Esslinger’s – our first readable label.  

Shortly thereafter, away from the wall, I also dug up a few although with less of 
the label readable. Not an unusual brand as Esslinger’s Ale was quite popular in much of 
New England during the 1940’s and was primarily marketed in the quart container. Those 
proved to be the only partially readable quarts at the dumpsite. A few Dawson’s cones 
could be read as could some common  Ballantine’s,  Krueger and Ruppert flats. Unless 
the many mystery cans proved otherwise, we had dug a dump containing cans typically 
consumed in NH during the 1940’s.  

At the end of our lengthy and satisfying dig, I began to sort the cans out to see 
how we would carry them on the fairly lengthy and difficult trip out of the woods.  We 
had initially selected 15 quarts for possible cleaning and, as I was grouping them 
together, I had one of those moments that all dumpers dream about. After looking 
beneath the dirt on one of the Esslinger quarts, I said to Joel “I’m pretty certain I can see 
the letters “CK” near the bottom of this quart”. Joel took a look, agreed with me and we 
then realized that we had found one of the true rarities of the quart world – one of only 2 



Bock brands known to be canned in quart size. After that discovery, the long trip out of 
the woods wasn’t so bad after all. 

Saturday turned out to be a rainy day and, rather than attempting further dumping, 
Joel drove over to Jaffrey to see my collection. I had washed the cans by that time and 
most, other than the Esslinger’s, still remained mysteries. Joel’s collecting interest has 
thus far been primarily cans from MN although he recently has also become interested in 
Krueger cans. During his visit, he noticed I had a rare flat bottom MN cone in my 
collection that he had been seeking for many years and thus far had been unable to 
obtain.  

As it turns out, this fortunate discovery and a variety of Krueger cans solved the 
problem of how to fairly divide our dumping finds considering only one example of a 
unique label had been located. After subjecting the cans to an acid bath, it turned out that 
the flats and cones were, as expected, common 1940’s brands and condition-wise not 
worth saving. The wetness had faded most of the labels to a barely recognizable status. 
The quarts, except for the Bock and an even nicer Esslinger’s Premium Ale, were also 
badly faded but a variety of brands could at least be recognized – Dawson’s, Hanley’s, 
Boston Stock Ale and, strangely, a Utica Club Beer. If any other Bocks existed in that 
dump, they were faded or battered beyond recognition as we had brought home anything 

deemed 
remotely 
susceptible to 
being cleaned 
up.  In 
retrospect, not 
only were we 
fortunate to find 
a rare can but 
also equally 
fortunate that 
the rarest can in 
the dump was 
also one of the 
few that cleaned 
up well. How 
often does that 
happen? 

 
 
 

Left Side       Right Side 
In summary, thanks to Joel’s ability to remember a dumpsite location visited 

almost 10 years ago and the fact that suburban sprawl had not yet totally wiped out any 
easy entrance into the woods, we had a memorable Friday afternoon despite the weather. 
Proving once again, as stated at the beginning of this tale - you never know when or 
where the next unexpected find may occur. 
 
 



Bock In the  
By Steve Armstrong 

 
 
Happy New Year fellow Bocksters.  I hope you were all visited by the jolly Bock Santa Claus.  The labels 
for this first issue of 2009 are from the right and left coasts.   
 
The first label comes from the Pacific Brewing & Malting Co. of San Jose, California.  The label is for an 11 
oz. bottle, is about 4” x 2 3/4” in size, and lists the IRTP statement.  According to American Breweries II, 
this brewery has a long history which dates back to 1856.  Prior to prohibition, the Fredericksburg name was 
associated with this business.  After prohibition, the brewery names included Pacific Brewing & Malting 
(1933-1951), Wieland’s Brewing Co. (1951-1952), and Falstaff Brewing Corp. (1952-1973), operating as a 

branch of Falstaff Brewing Corp. from St. 
Louis. 
 
 
The next four labels are from the Henry F. 
Ortlieb Brewery in Philadelphia, PA.  This 
brewery also has a long history, dating back to 
1859.  The Henry F. Ortlieb name was first 
used in 1899.  This name was used until the 
business closed in 1981.  During the final 10-
15 years prior to its closing, the brewery used 
several additional names including the Blitz 
Weinhard Brg. Co (1973-1980), Brewers Lager 
Brg. Co. (?-1981), Ivy League Brg. Co. (1975-
1977), Chas. D. Kaier Brg. Co. (1973-1981), 
McSoreley’s Ltd. (1978-1981), Neuweiler Brg. 
Co. (1978-1981), Swiss Gold A.G. (1978-
1981), Van Munchen Ltd. (1966-1968), and 
O’Shaugnessy, Ltd.  
 
 

 
 
The first label shown is also the oldest of the 
four as the IRTP statement and the U Permit 
number are listed.  The U permit number dates 
this label to the ca. 1933-1936 era.  This label is 
4 ¼” x 2 ¾” in size. 
 
The next label shown is slightly newer, as the 
U-Permit number has disappeared, but the IRTP 
designation is still being used. It is the Quart 
size label, with contents in black. You see that 
the “Malt and Hops” line has also disappeared, 
and a union label has replaced the U Permit.  
 



Bock  In the  
 

 
What appears to be the next 
oldest label is shown below 
with the matching bock ale 
neck label.  This label is the 
first with new colors, and with   
no U permit number listed, the 
Malt and Hops has been 
removed, and the contents 12 
FL OZS. is now larger and in 
red print.  This exact same 
label design is also used for a 
quart bottle.  The contents 
One Quart statement is printed 
in black.  

 
 
 

 
 
At some point later in time, but 
still within the IRTP time period, 
the coloring on the label was 
changed to a white background 
instead of brown.  The overall 
design of the label remains the 
same and there again exists a 
matching quart size label.  Both 
the 12 oz. and quart labels are the 
same size, 4 1/8” x 2 ¾”.   Just like 
the brown quart label, the contents 
statement is in black rather than in 
red as shown on this 12 oz. label. 
 
 
If you have a unique bock label 
you’d like to see featured here, 
please contact me.   



BLATANT
These 

beauties  
come in a 

Sand color, 
with a Multi 

colored 
rendition of 
what being a 

Merry 
Bockster is all 

about. 
Artwork 

designed by 
Bockster Andy 

Galamba, 
these were an 
instant hit at 
Canvention, 
where all 30 
of the initial 

lot 
disappeared in 

3 days. The 
new fashion 

statement for 
the man with 
a mission at a 

show.  

 AD TO SELL T-SHIRTS! 

 
 

The design was so popular at the T shirt company that the owner asked permission 
to make shirts for all of his employees!  

Great Christmas gifts!!! We just received 20 more, in Sizes L, XL, and XXL. Get yours 
now, before they’re gone. Our next shirt will be different, so these are instant 

collector’s items!! $15 each, which includes shipping. Buy them through the website 
today, or send a check to Jim Romine at the address on Page 2.  Don’t be left out! 

 



BAAAAADBOY’S GOATMATE  
OF THE MONTH 

 
 

THIS MONTH’S GOATMATE came to us from a previously unknown 
source. The source found our website, and was asking as to the value of 
the piece. Hopefully, those Bocksters of you who were involved in the 

conversation 
have made the 
owner a very 
happy man! 

This turn of 
the century (that 
would be 20th, not 
21st

This is no 
slouch of a 
barmaid, my 
friend, as you see 
she has hoisted 6 
flagons of Val 
Blatz’s best Bock 
Beer for the goat 
and other’s 
enjoyment. 

 century) 
linen poster has 
everything going 
for it that we 
require of all of 
our Goatmates – 
a comely lass 
striking a 
petulant pose, 
provocatively 
dressed in period 
clothing, gladly 
attending to one 
of our split-
hooved brethren. 

YOU CAN SEE YOUR personal vision of Bock loveliness here, if you 
wish. Just send in your nominee for the next GOATMATE, and revel in 
knowing that you are pleasing all of the hobby’s most dedicated 
adherents to the temptations of ovine pulchritude. 



 
 

It’s Here!!!!! 
  It’s Here!!!!! 
   Yeah!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
Jim Romine 
1316 Gormly Cir 
Sanford, NC 27330 
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